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Wonda Sue Upchurch “\ 23-Jan-35 Female Hill D Rayburn Upchurch Early May West




WOODY
Wwaony/ W,

O OBITUARY DownNLOAD BY SENNA LANE U FoR RPIL

Paper: News & Observer, The (Raleigh, NC)
Deceased: Ashley W. Johnson
Date: December 2, 2003

FUQUAY-VARINA - Ashley Warren Johnson, 20, died Sunday, November 30, 2003. Funeral service 11:00 a.m. Wednesday,
December 3, 2003 at Chalybeate Springs Baptist Church. Burial, church cemetery.

Ashley was preceded in death by his matemal grandfather, George Warren.

Surviving: parents, Allen and Lisa Gray; sister, Tonya Scott and husband, Chris of Angier; nephew, Adam Scott; materal
grandmother, Myra Warren of Fuquay-Varina; paternal grandmother, Lucy Gray of Fuquay-Varina; aunts, Jo Anne Upchurch
and husband, Woody of Garner, Becky Gray of Raleigh; uncles, Tony Warren and wife, Paulette of Gamner, Jimmy Gray and
wife, Jeannie of Raleigh; cousins, Kim, Kelley, Robin, Erin, Josh, Ronnie and Hunter.

The family will receive friends on Tuesday, December 2 from 6:008:00 p.m. at Chalybeate Springs Baptist CHurch.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions for cancer research may be made to The Lymphoma Society, 4320 Bland Road,
Raleigh, NC 27609.

Arrangements by Thomas Funeral Home.

Section: Obit
Page: B8
Copyright (c) 2003 The News and Observer
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XLD- &34
North Carolina Death Records 1968-1996
UPCHURCH, GARLAND WORTH Death Date: 14 October 1981 Gender: Male
Place of Death: Fuquay Varina, Wake, North Carolina Race:
White
Residence: , .Wake; North Carolina Age: 73 Years
Autopsy: No Marital Status: Widowed
Hospital: General Hospital Bed Code: 20-34 Beds
Attendant: Physician Burial: Burial in state
Birth Date: 20 August 1909 State of Birth: North Carolina
Father: UPCHURCH SS# 245403092

© SOCIAL.SEcung:/ oorP[)r 1870 — 199/

GARLAND  UPCHURCH  BIRTH  NC  08/20/1909  Z-10Su94
GARLAND  UPCHURCH DEATH  NC 10/00/1981  Z45X09U9EXX

<

@GWW&WW“FW’VM/
w ke o, NC

G.w, " o U 20Ave (909 — 14 0T 198/
NIW =g 0t bW PRI _ 3 5P 975
HAPR 2998
@Fflwm Wﬁ}MThM%LW&~W 7 |
A wre Lot MW//‘/(—’
IWW@,W, zvfng

Aoty Pete W (gwin) s amrt & Attt 27 . '
(G N. ¢. MAREIATES

Garland W Upchurch
birth: 1906
North Carolina 22 Dec

: - A . Florene E
Marriages, 1759-1979 ~ Marriage: 1g,o pex, Wake, North  spouse:

Carolina Johnson



et Lavd wort b (2L xX0- g7

TwnAVD FRow R1H6NNA ToYE (HINNAWT') ToNES
gmerzt 7o APu 21 pELc 10716 :

L. Mos€s w - NEAp oF 4L | .
A wroervgy Yy |
[. CAN DTS W E
& LIKELY PARTNEFRz BRprren rMmrels
QA SLuAs5 MERRITT U
& X IpR Fenr¢e (5xTo )y
MmRO TAMES Minren C N ZTo4
(D Z0A ES5TNER CNAMPLow
mwmp () CUR Ry
B VANCY TOYCE CURAIN
wmp ) TN VANT
& (9 ¥ (1) RHowno A& . JoYLi= NI VAW
mn C) Toues

BB

N Ly, LEoNZA C.
& @ Cf\ AR LD Ldb\Q.ﬂQ L\_ r-’t__{" 1793~ |92
ly Rru voslric?  21FER 1Q 81
‘oL LAVNA Tang W C-3?
@) RABIE IKTRIKY
S ' @ CHRISTR el U Ten
4 9 ¥ W\ FAMEY MARINALL JewDERA

ly pew conTEetr ~ DECzarb

¥ RPW NOFE- T Wae. T REPVREV S DA/"? 1 Ay
o gk BRIFTEA maLLls

VA



~ GCARLAVD (BoRTH A @0'375‘*@

- ﬁﬁw. 5/7«;“2215813?/«@»‘%;«24:& .
222 Larern o 55

M Pl A = Gadand 2 U 4 280G L5907

FW%WMM(’G@M 6 mle. 40

s . o Qunf Mo’ n Kot L, ~azpec A

Dler,” F= L. c. L& .k ¢ Sloz

m{ o qﬂ,—; A M A QQME N I )
' /%»;b"f ﬁw‘:‘lﬁ

125
GG&F= MMWM\M 1720)4/'

C10 S, Thosni 1 A a&Oa T
GV _eeo /03/%.[94&/,“»&»&4 MM
GW e P

M M /—M%M) g
:Zég é)ﬁ :ﬁi
G W MMMZ% BMSZ//%M

J.C. A s & Sulolo
Mg, | & me%/@?cam»éhwf

° - Kot - s

lovew 57 7 ogia VA - 20k X —
e /2 e _ oo

S S T T A T R YA N Bl 0 B

ﬁ&xyl/wu(. [veeLs# UQ

ﬂﬁm‘%' ,&,,,ua Oﬁ%mm €.

LR B B A IR N RN

Eizeo n] ¢ 1o 4 WV& :*-M«LW
il &@_ o 07
— 4 e WWJ/L
7 %H%%MMM

——e

-k.

’ -

>p B
™



e W L cno i Lo L bhory - aicon

/tF /b lla_ X
o ey

W//L Wf—M Mz ~ Mo 2K

c”r;f\ﬁ' mm Auvg L St WA«

IR I B R I

e he Maee Mo Wowme . Jjo
W pr i bmds A m,'//\“/
o el el AT e
/ AL 5
A2 b

M7 Lwq 2% W%
S5
J= D nr
CLMMW.ijqM%

A
Iborea W Ao a Rad LRook S by,

— » Mﬁ@%-— ¢

MM/&' by /c.m\ﬂ/g



\i\,-b\{533\\13)3]\)(‘1%1»\\

XTP-873Y
23

2 FEAE!

Th% (7)) oAy o Xa

ﬁ WEJ‘ RVER] 4 ’(

) i ﬂmm ﬁlgn/{,.,,,w_ﬂ..?
IAA @5 ﬁ[a‘wr&aﬂeﬂﬂk @e% }/)75 [)

a Fend, fock

exXA e TN e L [ snemew o)
m o s, (okoploh Koase )

2 o Consir U — Pl i,
/'}W Am .-
Sz
Jroem Foncaloikon, e



g(:pﬁ« €73\

>4




WORTH M L{

MWoRTN- M

Worth M Upchurch
birth: 1905

North Carolina . 11Sep  Raleigh, Wake, North
Marriages, 1759-1979  TaMage: 1456 Carolina

spouse: Lillian Pearson
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Upchurch Anthony N~~~ 2135 Primrose Place LaSw ~~ Lawrenceville ~ GA "30244-7001 404-972-0856
Upchurch Anthony N 2135 Primrose Place Ln Sw Lawrenceville GA 30244-7001 404-972-0926
Upchurch Anthony N 2135 Primrofe Place Ln Sw Lawrenceville GA 30244-7001 404-972-0961
Upchurch Arthur B 3264 Creekview Dr N Lawrenceville GA 30244-4139 404-564-3229
Upchurch Donald 650 Oakland Rd Lawrenceville GA 30244-3735 404-963-2091
Upchurch Jo!m 1211 Providence Dr Sw Lawrenceville GA 30244-6170 404-978-8221
Upchurch Michael D & S Lawrenceville GA 30245 404-962-8448
Upchyrch RR - ~3‘9} Davis Mill Rd Lawrenceville GA 30244-3883 404-963-6531
Upchurch Roy F 1731 Atkinson Rd * Lawrenceville GA 30243-5605 404-963-8837
Upchurch Susan 2101 Deer Run Lawrenceville GA 30244-5935 404-985-9186
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Unebureh gm Daniel Ree Lexington VA 24450  703-464-4116
e 608 Euclid Ave Lynchburg VA 24501-33
Upchurch Jas B Jr X 22 804-845-3670
e Jas B, 11199 Soldiers Ct Manassas VA 22110-7739 703-368-9685
U::h::zh p a::fr ; f ;r‘oarg:aoogrl.n ll;:euysfmﬂ VA 22958-9527 804-361-2339
ewport News VA 23602-3116
gpc::rrz: TVV‘/raygz_/I\ 892 Cobha:13 Hall Cir Newport News VA 23602-7739 :&mg
pc ony 2626 Black Fir Ct Reston VA 220914208 703-758-9503
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Subject: Re: APEX TALK
From: Wray Upchurch <WptiuréH@belisautiiiot>

Date: Sat, Jun 20, 2009 8:19 pm
To: phil@upchurchstory.com

I'm afraid you have the wrong person.

On Sat, Jun 20, 2009 at 12:12 PM, <phil@upchurchstory.com> wrote:

Hi William---

Just now I am doing followup work on the talk I gave in Apex on 12 MAY 2009. It was a
pleasure to see so many there but I was disappointed in not being able to chat privately
with you and others. Also, there were many more stories to tell but not enough time to get

them all in.

If there is any aspect of the talk or any local history or family history matter you would
like to explore or share, please feel free to contact me. For more on what I am doing you
can have a look at my website http://www.upchurchstory.com/. For more on my
background you can google Robert Phillip Upchurch and click on the oral history taken in

1994,

Your father, Billy, asked me for several things which I am getting to gather this week
end. You may want to take a look at that packet when his mail arrives about the middle of
next week. However, I will be pleased to hear from you at any time. Your Upchurch
Line illustrates the importance of the Upchurch Family in Western Wake and we need to use
it to tell the broader story.

I really enjoyed my visit in Apex and am grateful to Debbie Douglass as the key person
in The Apex Historical Society for arrangements and to The Halle Cultural Center for their

co-sponsorship.

Phil Upchurch
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Subject: Sorry
From: phil@upchurchstory.com
Date: Sun, Jun 21, 2009 7:48 am

To: "Wray Upchurch” <wypchsrch@kelisnuthuret>

Hi Wray---

Sorry my email to William Upchurch of Wake County, NC went to you by mistake and
thanks for letting me know.

I hope you will not consider it an intrusion if I tell you a little of what I have on the name
"Wray Upchurch” in my files. You can respond or not as you so desire.

I have two 1995 addresses for Wray D Upchurch one for newport News, VA and one for
Lawrenceville, GA.Then I have an obituary of Phillip Reese Upchurch,Jr of Atlanta ,GA showing
a son Wray D. Upchurch of Suwanee, GA. A first guess would be that all of these Wray entries
are for you.

I have good but not complete records on your part of the family. You belong to the Osburn
Upchurch line in the Harmon Upchurch/Benjamin Upchurch Subclan. Before 1800 Harmon was
in Montgomery County, NC (his land later fell into Stanley County).Several of his sons went
West. It took a lot of digging for me to establish that son Benjamin went South.

Anyway, let me know if you are interested and/or are willing to share.

Phil Upchurch

Subject: Re: Sorry
From: Wray Upchurch <wpeKdpsK@befissutik ¥etX
Date: Sun, Jun 21, 2009 10:27 am
To: phil@upchurchstory.com

Yes, you have describe me and my father. My father Phillip Reese was born in Macon Ga. but that's about as far back
as | know about. His mother was Bess (I don't remember her maiden name) was from Alabama I think. Do you have a

lineage for my family you could share? By the way, my first name is from my mothers side. It is her maiden name. She
is from Bergen county New Jersey.

Wray Upchurch

Subjecti HC?dﬁEraﬁon
From: phil@upchurchstory.com
Date: Sun, Jun 21, 2009 3:37 pm
To: “Wray Upchurch" <¥ipoRireliiselisattiongt X

- : o
" ngzw your email of this AM it looks like we are on the same page. I have your line on tw

i i | address. I keep my records

i ilt gladly send if you will give me your posta |

‘:e?::a‘;:;‘ |\cl\;‘itlhv:'l‘itgtle w\:)rk and a little cooperation you and I should be able to add severa
an send. '
pag\e((s)::) atrlzsetsvt;’:rIHcarmon Upchurch was one of 23 members of the 5th genr:ar?ctao? tii" at:]:\on
. Upchurch Family in America. He was a 2nd cousin of my GGG.F.Nathan Uchj: ::lhurtl:h. o
i hpd a son Benjamin who had a son Osburn who had a son Phillip Osburnf phom wés o
| Ua had 7 children one of whom was John W. U. who had 5 children one of w
e . :
fath:;t-er you get my sheets you can decide the extent of your interest. I hat\r/‘e pul:‘h:::ﬁ‘ aa?Iou
100 issues of the Upchurch Bulletin. For new gontacts 1 offer for $40 fotgn?\e krr?:v?r ) e
and pick out 8 issues that I think might most interest them. You can le
lnte{re‘sltggg '.I’.gave an Upchurch Lecture a East Point, GA. At that time I visited La Grange
where some of you folks aer buried.
All Best Wishes.
Phil Upchurch




LJ RAY/ % U

Subject: RE: New Form Entry: Contact Form
From: phil@upchurchstory.com
Date: Thu, Dec 05,2013 2:02 pm

To: Wifpohire@beiissuthinet XX

Hi Wray---

I am delighted you found my website. I hope you had no trouble getting the password and successfully
negotiating the three sites that are password protected. I have a ton ofUpchurch information there. Also I
hope you were able to watch some of the videos. The password in case it did not come to you is

"2013upchurch#" .

A lot has happened since we we last in touch in 2009. And we are poised to make a lot happen with
our new association. I would welcome you as a member and would be happy interact with you in
whatever way you see fit. You will note there is a video on your ancestor Harmon U and on each of his
ancestors leading back to Michael Upchurch,I

It would be a pleasure to hear from you.

Phil Upchurch

-------- Original Message --------
Subject: New Form Entry: Contact Form

From: "wupchurch@belisouth.net" <no-reply@weebly.com>
Date: Mon, December 02, 2013 1:21 pm

To: phil@upchurchstory.com

You've just received a new submission to your Contact Form.

Submiitted Information:

Name
Wray Upchurch

Email

wupchurch@bellsouth.net
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Wrena Upchurch
birth: 1872

North Carolina . 20Feb Apex, Wake, North spouse: Edmond Lewis
Marriages, 1759-1979 ~ marmage: ¢4, Carolina
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Paper: Herald-Sun, The (Durham, NC)
Deceased: CHAPEL HILL - Mrs. Betty Stephenson Lloyd
Date: November 29, 1997

CHAPEL HILL — Mrs. Betty Stephenson Lioyd, of Chapel Hill, died Thursday at her residence. She was 66.

Mrs. Lloyd was born in Durham County and last employed with Northern Telecom in RTP. She was a member of the Bethel
Baptist Church.

A funeral will be held 2:00 Sunday at the Bethel Baptist Church.

Mrs. Lioyd is survived by her husband, Henry R. Lloyd; four sons, Thomas L. Lloyd and Charlie M. Young, both of Chapel Hill,
and Michael W. Young and Jimmy Lee Young, both of Pittsboro; a daughter, Mrs. Katherine M. Shaw, of Little Rock, AR; a
foster daughter, Mrs. Wylia Upchurch Long, of Chapel Hill; sisters, Mrs. Mary Day, of Durham, Mrs. Bobbie Trola, of
Creedmoor, and Silver Stephenson, of Raleigh; brothers, Clifton Stephenson and J.W. Stephenson, both of Durham; five
grandchildren; three great-grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.

The family will receive friends from 7 to 9 p.m. Saturday at Walker's Funeral Home,

W gl Wpdhands

WAL ~ - Love
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Wm Alonza Upchurch

Upchurch
Upchurch
Wiley Alonzo Upchurch
Upchurch
Harvey Ray Upchurch
Umstead Upchurch
Upchurch
Mark Sthepherd Upchurch
Wylia Jean Upchurch i
Mark Wakefield Upchurch
Melvin Scott Upchurch

Carolyn Louise Upchurch

wYLEA

JTEAN

20 Sep 1914 Orange
24 Jun 1916 Orange
4 Mar 1920 Qrange
8 Jun 1923 Orange
17 Dec 1924 QOrange
2 Feb 1927 Orange
13 Jul 1927 Orange
11 Jun 1954 QOrange
17 Jan 1957 Qrange
7 Oct 1957 Orange
25 Feb 1960 QOrange
19 Nov 1960 Orange

W

co

Alonzo Upchurch
W Alonzo Upchurch

Alonzo Upchurch

W Lonzo Upchurch

Collie Upchurch

Mangum Upchurch

Millard Charles Upchurch Sr.

Wiley Lonza Upchurch

Roy Wakefield Upchurch
Alvah Melvin Upchurch

Douglas Bernard Upchureh
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Doris Marie Crotts Upchurch: Newspaper Obituary and Death
Notice

Herald-Sun, The (Durham, NC) - Tuesday, July 20, 2010
Deceased Name: Doris Marie Crotts Upchurch

DURHAM -- Doris Marie Crotts Upchurch, age 90, passed away peacefully at Carillon Assisted

Living in Newton, N.C. on July 17 surrounded by loving family. Doris was born on January 6, 1920 in Durham,
North Carolina, daughter of the late Luther ). and Katherine E. Crabtree Crotts.

She was also preceded in death by her loving husband Wyman A. Upchurch, her sister Carrie Crotts
Thompson, and her brother Martin Crotts.

Doris was a loving wife, mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother who will be very much missed by her
family.

Doris was a homemaker who was "lovingly spoiled" by her devoted husband. She loved to read and so
enjoyed the latest little additions to her family -- her great grandchildren Meagan, Jake, and Madi. In their
later years, she and her husband spent many hours on trips with the church seniors in Ashland, Kentucky,
where they resided until her husband's death.

She is survived by her son, Wyman (Corky) Upchurch and wife Helen of Conover,

N.C. and two daughters, Judy Chapman and husband John of Vienna, Virginia, and Sylvia Dewald and
husband Mike of Manassas, Virginia; grandson, Jeff Upchurch and wife, Jenny, of Sanaa, Yemen;
granddaughter Vicki Slade and husband Todd of Purcellville, Virginia, and Amy Rivard and husband Mike of
Stafford, Virginia; three great grandchildren and another on the way. A sister, Mary Meyers of Durham, also
survives.

Her family would like to thank all of Doris's special friends at Carillon (staff and residents) who loved her and
made her "family" during her seven month stay. And a special thanks to Palliative CareCenter and Hospice
of Catawba Valley for being there for her.

There will be a private service held in Ashland Kentucky.

Memorials made be made to Carillon Assisted Living Activity Fund at 1088 Radio Station Road, Newton, NC
28658.

granville

Edition: FINAL
Page: C2
Copyright, 2010, The Durham Herald Company
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WY MmN A A XID- oL
O UPCHURCH DEATHRS ~KY - DownLOon N TN LTR 263

200 CHAALES JOWNN pEFﬁQSoN,JR 70 R PU Eb8
KENTUCKY DEATHS, FROM ROOTSWEB.
COUNTY OF COUNTY OF DATE OF

SURNAME GIVEN MI AGE DEATH RESIDENCE DEATH VOL CERT# VOL.
UPCHURCH STANLEY T 061 CLINTON CLINTON 01-03-1959 001 00303 1959
UPCHURCH STERLIE W 082 FAYETTE LEE 10-25-1982 053 26259 1982
UPCHURCH TEDDY w 071 WAYNE WAYNE 08-18-1994 053 26493 1994
UPCHURCH TENNESE 093 WAYNE WAYNE 08-13-1966 051 25005 1966
UPCHURCH THEODORE 067 CLINTON CLINTON 10-01-1962 045 22163 1962
UPCHURCH THEODORE 080 PULASKI WAYNE 11-30-1986 068 33955 1986
UPCHURCH THIAL 080 CLINTON 08-16-1922 053 26496 1922
UPCHURCH THOMAS 018 WAYNE 08-23-1921 038 18623 1921
UPCHURCH THOMAS 046 WAYNE 06-23-1919 045 22412 1919
UPCHURCH THOMAS 082 PULASKI WAYNE 06-01-1967 035 17280 1967
UPCHURCH THURMAN 044 JEFFERSON JEFFERSON 08-15-1953 034 16520 1953
UPCHURCH TONY L 015 SHELBY SHELBY 05-02-1975 027 13006 1975
UPCHURCH TRAMEL C 064 BARREN TENNESSEE 01-29-1963 004 01994 1963
UPCHURCH VELA B 062 WAYNE WAYNE 12-28-1986 069 34055 1986
UPCHURCH VELMA T 046 CLINTON CLINTON 03-14-1944 018 08809 1944
UPCHURCH WILLIAM S 084 ADAIR ADAIR 08-14-1971 038 18674 1971
UPCHURCH WILLIE A 098 CLINTON WAYNE 12-19-1986 062 30536 1986
UPCHURCH WILLIE M 066 CLINTON WAYNE 07-18-1953 028 13930 1953
UPCHURCH WOODROW 073 WAYNE WAYNE 03-22-1988 018 08551 1988
UPCHURCH,_YHMAN___A—'B' 070 BOYD BOYD 10-05-1988 052 25780 1988
UPCHURCH VERA L 092 WAYNE WAYNE 09-04-1999 056 27788 1999
UPCHURCH VERLIE E 091 CLINTON CLINTON 04-19-1991 023 11424 1991
UPCHURCH VIOLA 053 JEFFERSON JEFFERSON 12-25-1973 064 31609 1973
UPCHURCH WELBY U/1 CLINTON CLINTON 11-20-1923 055 27482 1923
UPCHURCH WELBY H 082 CLINTON CLINTON 12-22-1981 059 29215 1981
UPCHURCH WESLEY D 054 MCCRACKEN MCCRACKEN  10-07-1968 051 25460 1968
UPCHURCH WILBURN 030 PULASKI 09-20-1921 041 20474 1921
UPCHURCH WILBURN U/l GALLATIN 08-14-1912 049 19524 1912
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John Lankford

Citizen Editorial Writer

hurr_lan kindness, but

There is so much hatefulness and cruelty in the
world, I thought yon might like to read another
kind of story, one that proved to me that kindness
is its own reward, and a valuable one at that.

Wynn Upchurch loved cats, old pipes, smelly
tobacco, newspapers, his wife and trips to South
America — not necessarily in that order, We
were copy editors together at a small paper in
Florida. I was in my early 20s, and Wynn was an
easy-going 55. We worked the late shift on Satur-
day nights, which left us with nothing much to do
except talk, due to the lack of newsworthy action
in a sleepy, Gulf Coast town. I learned a lot about
life from Wynn on those late Saturday nights,
when he would fire up his aging briar with some
befouling blend, and tell me about his adven-
tures. : '

Wynn devoted his summer vacations to the wild
jungles of South America, where he’d go spend a
couple of weeks ing around in dugout canoes
with Indians, then he’d get back home and write
adventure stories for those “True Men” type
magazines, The magazines would pay Wynn sev-
eral hundred bucks for stories that, frankly, ap-
peared to stretch the truth about the dangers of
Indians and jungles. Wynn used the money to pay
his trip expenses, so it was sort of a perpetual-ad-
venture machine for Wynn. :

At first, I figured Wynn’s tales of the jungles, of
wild men with blowguns and poison darts, were
just a bunch of harmless lies to impress an eager
young newspaperman who'd hardly been farther
away from home than the county line. But as the
Saturday nights stretched on and on, I came to
trust Wynn and his tales. And he was one of those

guys who insisted that the
Earth.

One Saturday about two years after Wynn
came to work on the night shift, he began to tell
me a story about an old neighbor. The guy had
fallen on his back steps one day, damaging some
ligaments in a shoulder and badly bruising a hip.
Wynn and his wife, Mary, had been friendly with
the old guy for a few years, but he had mostly
stayed to himself. Until that fall.

Wynn and Mary discovered that the old guy had
only distant relatives, and that unless someone
could be found to help out with the man’s convale-
sence, he would go to a nursing home, His only
income seemed to come from Social Security or a
small pension;-he couldn’t afford the kind of
personal care he needed.

Wynn and Mary volunteered to take care of
their neighbor, so he wouldn’t have to be institu-
tionalized. The Upchurches were those kind of
people.

As the man mended, he and Wynn and Mary
took to spending sultry evenings out on the Up-
churches’ front porch. They sat and rocked, talk-
ing about everything. I’'m sure Wynn told him ail

méek shaﬁ inherit' i.he
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the jungle stories, which I'm also sure pleasedthe

old guy as much as they pleased me.

Part of the evening-on-the-porch ritual was a
toddy or two. The old guy liked vodka and orange
juice, but never seemed to have the money to buy
the vodka, so Wynn and Mary would make the
shopping trips. The three of them would sit on the
front porch, rocking and sipping and talking, wav-
ing and saying “howdy” to other neighbors stroll-
ing the sidewalk at dusk to escape the heat and
humidity of the little houses.

Wynn stretch' d this story over a period of
several weeks, and I expected the tale to continue
until he took his annual summer vacation some-
where in the wilds of Brazil or Peru or some other
crazy place. But the story stopped in mid-sum-
mer. The old guy had passed away, Wynn told me
upon arriving late for work one Saturday night
in mid-July. Wynn seemed pretty bummed out
about it; the old guy had been good company for
the Upchurches, a person with whom they had
shared much front-porch time and toddies over
the past several months.

Mary had gone shopping for the old man, and
when she returned, found him slumped over the
kitchen table, They had reckoned his age at about
95. Mary told Wynn that the old guy had a little
smile on his face when she found him.

Several weeks went by, with Wynn busily mak-
ing arrangements for his next adventure story
trip. The week before he was to leave for South
America, Wynn arrived at work on a Saturday
afternoon with a big smile on his face.

“Excited about the trip, huh, Wynn?"’

«Well, the trip’s off, John,” Wynn said. He
didn’t seem disappointed.
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“You should be tearing your hair, after all the

g.r;]aggements you made,” I said. “What's the
e ”

Wynn told me the deal. The old guy had made
Wynn and Mary part of his will. He had left the
Upchurches two-thirds of his “estate,” which
amounted to the little house, some cheap furni-
ture, and a trunk full of old photographs of men
a}l;lld women in high-neck collars and kids in
skirts,

And a safe deposit box full of stock certifi-
cates. A :

The lawyer who read the will told the Up-
churches the old man hadn't looked in the safe
deposit box for years, and probably had no idea
how much the stock was worth. It probably
wouldn’t have mattered much to the old guy
anyway, since he didn’t seem to give a hoot about
money, and rarely kept enough change around
‘the house to repay Wynn and Mary for their
shopping trips in his behalf.

Wynn stopped at that point, gazing at me in-

tently over the tops of his bifocals. Foul-smelling
pipe smoke curled into the air around his head. He f

was sizing me up, trying to guess my reaction to
what would follow.

“The old
Wynn said, taking a healthy draw on the pipe.

Wynn worked another two weeks. I never saw
him again after that, although I did get a postcard
of the Eiffel Tower from him. I don’t imagine he
‘b to write a story about Paris to pay expenses

“for that trip.

So, what Wynn told me about the meek inher-
iting the Earth is true after all. Well, maybe not
the whole Earth, but certain parts of it for sure.
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