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ralter McGowan ‘Upchurch Jr,, trustee emerltus of.
Dtge University, founder:of Duke’s Chapel Choir, and
a retitﬁad hell H%il ex'i’egutive, died Sunday night
Duke Was:

Upchurch.agraduateandlongoﬁmesup porter of
Duke, was honored for his devotion to Duke when he
received the University Medal for Distinguished Meri-
torious Service.on Dec. 8, 1988,

“We are deep];y saddened by the loss: of WM. Up-
chi ‘ longand.distinguished: relationshxp ;
with Diike fy as a student, staff member
tmstee,c”ssid Presidentﬂa KeithH. Brodie, “His visxon

leadershi] erg. ‘oundly important to us; espe-.
&"a?lﬁnthe% mf ent affairs, and his influence
will continue: tubeevidentfor many: ‘years, The univer-.
sity'hagilost a beloved and valued friend.
-Over-the years Upchurch developed close ties to the
Jamies B. Diike .Benjamin N. Duke families, long-
time is'of theuniversity.

benefactols
“We've;aitlv;avsfeltﬁkehewasamemberofour

family,” Semans, - granddaughter
BeniaminN Duke,tmstee emerita of the university-

v dlaitmgn of:The Duke Endowment, “Weé've ‘been
%eqdaforaltour Jives, and he was one of the
-‘most Kind-ar compassionate peogle Tve ever lmowm

nt: at ‘Dllg{e.dl-!e mceiv%%&his ’bachelor’s degree in
W,

“From 1631 to1941 ‘Upchurch held a varleiy ‘of ad
‘ministrative: ons at :and played a-vital role
in student life and the arts, For 10 y s he was gene:

eral manager of Duke’s Quadrangle P which at
--thathmewasﬂxepﬁmlpalsoureeoforganﬁdewr
tainment on campus. He was also director of the Office
of . Student :Activities, a .job that involved handling
fundsandawountsofallswdentorganizaﬂonsanddx-
Tecting  Page Audxtorium, and. director. of summier
school activities.:

: IleBShefotmdedﬁ:eDukeChapelChoirandbe-~
- came its first director: In 1940 U] pchurchbecamedirec-‘
tor of Placement Services,

ap .
_provide-educational ‘and placen g help for students

cutive Upchurch

'Dumambythenev Encc:arson. '
. The family has requested that pwersbeomitted.

mdalumnidudngamneofeeonomichardship.ne

also assisted in Duke's adnnsmogigm%'ams.

Shnil Dt.*.velon wartl&ve Emeryvill ﬁlht i
€] opmen in e,

personnel director. He entéred the Navy in 1944 as a

labor relations officer, and in 1948 resigned from Duke
to return to Shell Development. .

He was named assistantpersonnel

manager of .
" 0il Co, int 1949 and manager:of the Employee Publiwo

txons De 1ent in New Yorkheadquarters in 1950,
'he was appointed to asSist the:Shell compa-

nieswithphﬂanthmmcan éivic programs: and was

ected secretary and chi sta’ff‘officeroftheShell-
Foundation Inc. In 1961 he. ms .elécted vice president
and director of he foundation and in 1962, a member
of the foundation's executive ‘committee and senior
vice president. He retired ﬁ‘nftn‘She]l in197L

Upchurch joined the Duke board of trustees in 1964,
and served: on the  board’s: executive. committee
throughout his tenure as an active member, He was
vlcechairmanoftheboarddunngls'ls-w As a trustee .

he continued his interest in student- aqtiwﬁw, arts pro-

. grams and Duke Chapel, and was inflijential
- lishing the Duke University: Arctuviersmin 1972. in estab-

- He was named trustee emeritus i
tmued to attend board meetings: in 1077 :inn%ehfl?ego "

in Who's Who in Commerce and I ,'
Upchurch was active in The National’ Il::dmt:glusw

ferenoe Board and its Couricil 6 'Execuﬂves on Com-
pany- Contributions, and ‘worked: with' the National-

Merit Scholarship th Cham|
~Commerce Education ¢ it fmy Nsaﬁond lﬁfugﬁ

‘Bureau-and the Unide of Ameri
wrch was a member of DukzyMemorlalmniwd
Church. Hﬁm resident of the “Methodist

: 'm;-emenmome in

-Upchurch is survived by one- brother, Herhert J.Up-

.church of Columbia, S.C., and a niece and.  fiephew.

A eside
i grav service will be eonaucﬁad

B, Section 14 of Ma at 2 pan. today

eménts are by Howerton-Bryan Funeral Home, -
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Nortl';Carollna Death Records 1968-1996

UPCHURCH JR, WALTER MCGOWAN Death Date: 22 J anuary 1989
Gender: Male
Place of Death: . Durham (P), Durham, North Carolina Race:
White
Residence: Durham (P), Durham, North Carolina Age: 79 Years
Autopsy: Yes Marital Status: Never Married
Hospital: General Hospital Bed Code: 100 Beds & Over
Attendant: Medical Examiner Burial: Burial in state
Birth Date: 07 August 1909 State of Birth: North Carolina
Father: UPCHURCH Death Date:
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\QUKF UNIVERSITY [ (il wn £1 3 FEO ) Duke Universi

RELEASE A, &1
NEWS ,Wﬂ , Duke University Medical Center
J 042 g | Public Relations
(919) 684-4148

Release: On receipt

W.M. UPCHURCH JR. DIES

DURHAM, NC -- Walter McGowan Upchurch Jr., trustee emeritus of
.
Duke University, founder of Duke's Chapel Choir, and a retired Shell
0il executive, died ?y night at Duke Un1vers1ty Hospital. He was

79.

Upchurch, a Duke graduate and 1ong-time supporter of the
university, was honored for his devotion to Duke when he received the
University Medal for Distinguished Meritorious Service on Dec. 8,
1988.

"We are deeply saddened by the loss of W.M. Upchurch, who had a
long end distinguished relationship with Duke University as a student,
staff member and~trustee." said Duke President H. Keith H. Brodie.
"His vision and leadership were profoundly important to us, especially
in the area of student affairs, and his influence will continue to be
evident for many years. The university has lost a beloved and valued
friend."

Over the years Upchurch developed close ties to the James B. Duke
and Benjamin N. Duke families, long-time benefactors of tDe
university.

"We've always felt like he was a member of our family,“ said Mary
Semans. granddaughter of Benjamin N. Duke, trustee emerita of the
university and chairman of the Charlotte-based philanthropic
organization, The Duke Endowment. "We've been strong friends for all
our lives, and he was one of the moet kind and compassionate people
I've ever known. He was truly a remarkable person, and we will miss
him beyond words." |

A native of Raleigh, Upchurch was active in both student

government and music organizations while a student at Duke. He ‘.



received his A.B. in 1931 and his law degree in 1936.

From 1931 Eo 1941 ﬁéchurch held a variety of édministrative
positions at Duke and played a vital roié in student life and the
arts. For 10 years he was general manager of Duke's Quadrangle
Pictures, which at that time was the principal source of organized
entertainment on campus. He was also director of the Office of

Student Activities, a job that involved handling funds and accounts of

all student organizations and directing Page Auditorium, and director

of summer school activities. S , SclLee
In 1933 he founded the Duke Chapea/éhoir and became its first

director. He also secured visiting Preachers for a Pulpit‘Committee

at the chapel., ’ e
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In 1940 Upchurch also became director of Placement Services, a

program he expanded to provide educational and placement help for

students and alumni during a time of economic hardship. He also

assisted in the university's admissions programs.

In 1942, on war leave from the university, Upchurch joined Shell
Development Co. in Emeryville, Calif., as its first personnel
director. He entered the Navy in 1944 as a labor relations officer,
and in 1946 resigned from Duke to return to Shell Development. He was
named assistant personnel manager of Shell 0il Co. in 1949 and manager
of the Employee Publications Department in Shell's head office in New

York in 1950.

In 1954 he was appointed to assist the Shell companies in the

United States with their philanthropic and civic proérams and was
elected secretary and chief staff officer of the Shell Companies
Foundation Inc. In 1961 he was elected vice president and director of
the foundation and in 1962, a member of Fhe foundation's executive
committee and senior vice president. Heiretired from Shell in 1971.
Upchurch joined the Duke University Board of Trustees in 1964,
and served on the board's Executive Committee throughout his tenure as
an active member. He was vice chairman of the board in 1975-76 and
1976-77. As a trustee he continued his interest in studen£
activities, arts programs and Duke Chapel, and was influential in
establishing the Duke University Aréhivesbin_1972. He was named

trustee emeritus in 1977 and had continued to attend board meetings

< -

regularly since then.

Listed in Who's Who in Commerce and Industry, Upchurch was active
in The National Industrial Conference Board and its Council of
Executives on Company Contributions, and worked with, among others,
the National Merit Scholarship Corporation, the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce Education Committee, the National Better Business Bureau and
the United Way of America. :

He is survived by his brother, Herbert J. Upchurch of Columbia,
S.C. : S :

Graveside services will be held at 2 p.m. Tuesday, Jan. 24, at

Maplewood Cemetery in Durham. The family has requested that no -

flowers be sent. )
- #8#
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