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Together for 50

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Upchurch
of Morrisville celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary on November
27, 1999, at a reception held at
Good Hope Baptist Church given by
their children and grandchildren.
Their children are Pamela Joyner of
Morrisville, Tricia Kuester of
Philadelphia, Pa., and William
Upchurch Jr. of Raleigh. They have
five grandchildren. They were mar-
ried on Nov. 26, 1949 at Green

Mr. and Mrs. William B. Upchurch Level Baptist Church in Apex.
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THE WAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Join us on Sunday, October 30, 2005 at 2:30 for a look at life on the
farm in the days of long ago. Doris Yates Upchurch and her husband,
William, needed a place to preserve family history. In 1976 they bought
a one room log cabin from a neighboring farm. After moving it to their
family farm, Mrs. Upchurch began to fill it with iron pots and stoves, a
wooden desk from the -old Green Hope school, a bench from the Good Hope
Baptist Church that was built in the early
1800s and many other items. While clean-
ing out an o0ld barn on the Upchurch i
property, she noticed family "treasures". “u.
There was the family Bible with the names
of Mr. Upchurch's grandparents etched on
the leather cover. There were papers fromé 1
tobacco sales and Wake County tax bills 4
dating to the late 1800s.

ECd

DIRECTIONS: From Wade Ave. take the

ramp onto I-440 SOUTH, go-3.5 mi. I-440
SOUTH becomes US-1 SOUTH, go 2.7 mi. Take
CARY PKWY exit toward CARY, go 6.1 mi.
Turn left on HIGH HOUSE RD, go 1.7 mi.
Turn right onto CARPENTER-UPCHURCH RD.
FARM ON RIGHT.

m‘{

High House

4N
o E':




WIiLzam BOoATES T (e XFo-7*
@Z’ﬁ Wle ey g [Wotia Ner L) cocD Al VA s T

Recelves safety award

Margaret Tingen represented the Wake County Farm Bureau S
Women’s Committee at an awards luncheon with the N.C. Safety
Council. The award, which honored the committee’s Farm Victim
Extrication program, was presenteﬁ by Bl]ly Upchurch of the Nﬁ !

- Farm Bureau Federation. A

(%) From 1995 CD-ROmM

Upchurch Franklin H Marrisville . NC 27560 919-467-8804
Upchurch James M - 449 Church St Mqrn'sville NC 27560-9151 919-481-4527
Upchurch Robert 6015 Rambling Hills Dr Morrisville . NC 27560-9306 919-319-6276
Upchurch Ryan & Dianne 238 Aviation Pkwy Morrisville NC 27560-9148 919-467-8913

Upchurch William B {* 2132 Carpenter Upchurch Rd Morrisville NC 27560-9003 919-467-9475
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BILLY UPCHURCH — Farm Burean Friend And Employee Refires

“I thought if we could gdet the
farmers together — we could whip
the world,” Billy Upchurch said with
a chuckle. He was recalling the
time back in 1963 when he decided
to take a job with North Carolina
Farm Bureau as a field representa-
tive.

“I never meant for this to be a
permanent job,” he said. “Prices
were low on the farm and I wanted
to do something to improve condi-
tions for farmers — and then go back
to farming myself.”

The plan changed. Thirty-two
years have passed since he decided
to “turn in his bed post for a
lantern” and carry the light for
Farm Bureau. What started as a
personal campaign to improve the
farmer’s lot became a lifelong voca-
tion for this tobacco farmer from
Apex, North Carolina.

On August 31, he retired as one
of the organization’s best known
and loved employees; a true friend of
agriculture.

Billy began his career as a field
representative covering seventeen
counties in the middle part of the
state. In this job he spent countless

NC Farm Bureau News - September 95

days and nights on the road, attend-
ing county meetings and working to
improve the farmer’s lot and
encourage growth in membership.

In 1972 he was named Coordi-
nator of Special Programs, specifi-
cally to help create the Young
Farmer and Rancher Program. He
explained, “There was concern that
we did not have enough young peo-
ple involved with the Farm Bureau
organization. 1 hit the road to find
young people in agriculture and
encourage them to join.”

" Bill Upchurch has given
unquestioned logalfy and
devofion fo Farm Buresu.
He has heen an inteqral part
of our phenomenl growth
and expanded service f
members.

W.B. Jenkins, FB President

His success in “discovering”
future Farm Bureau leaders is leg-
end. Some of the young people he
encouraged to join Farm Bureau
include Larry Wooten who serves as
Assistant to the President for N.C.
Farm Bureau; Chester Lowder, cur-
rent Director of Field Services; and
Howard Reinhardt, Ronald Hawkins
and Jim Roney who today serve as
field representatives.

In this job Mr. Upchurch was
also instrumental in developing
Farm Bureau’s Theft Reward Pro-
gram; which pays $500 for informa-
tion leading to the conviction of
individuals who steal property from
member farms.

In 1979 he was promoted to
Director of Field Services and in
1995 he was named Special Assis-
tant to the President.

A highlight of Billy's career was
receiving North Carolina Farm
Bureau's highest honor — the Distin-
guished Service to Agriculture
Award, at the annual state convention
in 1992. The honor was bestowed
by Farm Bureau President W.B.
Jenkins, for exceptional service to
agriculture. Mr. Jenkins said, “Billy
Upchurch has given unquestioned
loyalty and devotion to Farm
Bureau. He has been an integral
part of our phenomenal growth and
expanded service to members.”

Looking back, and looking to
the future Billy said, “Things have
not changed. I'm fighting for the
same things today as yesterday — to
get things done for the farmers, and
be of most service to our members.
As I see it, this will continue to be
our challenge in the future.”

Above his own service as an
employee though, he points to the
many dedicated volunteer Farm
Bureau members at the county
level. He credits them with holding
the key to future success of the
organization. He said, “Volunteers
are the life-blood of this organiza-
tion. Service to members will
always begin, and end, at the county
level.”
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By DEMORRIS LEE ¥ %

STAFF WRITER

/ACARY - Doris Jean Yates Up-
church needed a place to pre-
serve her family history. So when
a log cabin from a neighboring
farm became available in 1976,
A she and her husband, William
Upchurch, bought the one-room
building for $300.

After moving the structure
with its original wood floors and
roof intact from the Carpenter
area to their family farm, Doris
Upchurch, 75, began to fill the
space with things of old. Cast-
iron pots and stoves, a wooden
desk from the old Green Hope
School that both she and her hus-
band attended, a bench from the
old Good Hope Baptist Church
that was built in the early 1800s.

“I'm not into the fancy an-
tiques,” Doris Upchurch said
Monday as she stood in front of
an old black potbellied stove. “I
like the everyday things. I like
preserving the heritage of the
community and this family.”

William Upchurch, 77, and his
family have owned and farmed
the land west of Cary since his
grandfather, also named William
Upchurch, settled in the area in
1865. William Upchurch was
born in a house that’s still on the
nearly 200 acres the family still
owns.

“People bring us stuff now be-
cause they just think we are go-
ing to preserve it,” William Up-
church said. “They kinda look to
ua as the historians around here,
but of course we are about the
oldest ones still living.” -

The log cabin, on Carpenter-

Upchurch Road, was the first fam-
A\ jly home of the Hurst family farm,
Doris Upchurch said.

‘When family members began to
tear down the Hurst family home,
they discovered the original log
cabin that had disappeared as
room after room had been added
on.

“As the family grew, they
would just cut another door and
add another room,” Doris Up-
churchsaid.

‘While cleaning out an old barn
on the Upchurch property, she
noticed family “treasures.” There
was the family Bible with the
names of Upchurch’s grand-
parents etched on the leather
cover. There were papers from

tobacco sales with Handwritten

dates such as July. 14, 1892.

Doris Upchurch and her husband,
'All these things,’ she says.

There were Wake County tax
bills dating to the late 1800s.
“T just couldn’t let it go,” I?ons
Upchurch said. “All these things.
They just say so much about our
community.”
Through the years, she has es-
tablished a hands-on history mu-

' seum for western Wake. Besides

the cabin, there is a former to-
bacco work building filled with
artifacts from the area, old farm
equipment that was used years
ago to tend the land, and a corn
crib.

“A lot of folks have never seen
a corn crib,” Doris Upchurch said.

The News & Observer

THE WORD FROM | WESTERN WAKE

Log cabin houses a trove

of county’s heritage

William Upchurch, preserve artifacts from a rural past.
'‘They just say so much about our community.’

STAFF PHOTO BY TAKAAKI IWABU

“We would take all the husk from
the corn and put it in that build-
ing so that it can dry. Once it
dries, we would feed it to the
livestock.” -

Upchurch isn’t stingy with the
history. She opens up the area to
schools and scout troops. She lets

y take pictures of each
other in front of the log cabin.

“This area is just so different
now with all the new people, and
I just don’t think many of them
know how things used to be
here,” she said. “I like to show
them the everyday things that
were used in the past. I even have
a few of my childhood dresses in
there. I guess they are old enough
to be considered history now.”

Staff writer Demorris Lee
can be reached at 829-8937
or demlee@newsobserver.com.
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New cemetery fills need

By DEMORRIS LEE
STAFF WRITER

CARY = Terilyn C. de’Marsi’s
dreams came to fruition earlier
this month when Wake Memo-
rial Park became the final rest-
ing place for its first client.

One of at least four public per-
petual-care cemeteries in Wake
County, Wake Memorial
promises to ease a shortage of
burial space in the county’s west-
ern region. De'Marsi, the park’s
owner, said the privately owned
cemetery will help meet a need
fed by the area’s rapid growth.

Cary’s Hillcrest Cemetery has
been at capacity for years, and
there are 55 people on the wait-
ing list hoping that people who
have bought plots will choose
to be buried elsewhere and those
plots will become available, said
Karen Gray, Cary’s deputy town
clerk. Unable to find spots in
the town-owned cemetery, many
residents have had to bury loved

......

ones in Raleigh, which has three
cemeteries with available space.
Meticulously landscaped Wake
Memorial Park is Iocated at N.C.
55 and Green Hope'School Road,
It sits on about 50 acres that as
recently a@s four years ago was a
tobacco farm owned by William
Upchurch and his family,

“We didn’t want to sell for de-
velopment,” Upchurch, 7 7, said
as he stood on the neatly
trimmed grass with a large gold
monument of praying hands be-
hind him. “We are not opposed
to subdivisions, but we wanted
something that’s needed.”

Only 30 acres will be devel-
oped initially and about 20,000
plots sold, but there could even-
tually be as many as 100,000
plots. There will be a mausoleum
and two columbaria, and there
are plans for a chapel.

Statewide, 71 percent of peo-
ple in North Carolina choose to
be buried; in Wake County, the
percentage is lower, with 61 per-
cent taking the option, accord-
ing to the State Center for
Health Statistics. In Wake
County, 29 percent of people
are cremated, compared with
20 percent statewide.

Other options include crema-
tion or burial outside the state.

Wake Memorial Park is lo-
cated in a now-bustling area of
Cary where several new schools
and subdivisions have been built
and real estate is at a premium.
And while churches are being
built in western Wake, few are
setting aside land for cemeteries.

When new communities are

built, they are sold as places
where people can work and live,
and possibly stay forever, said
Robert Fells of the International
Cemetery and Funeral Associa-
tion in Reston, Va. But he said
one factor is often left out.

CROSSFTLE !

“Take Reston, Virginia,” Fells
said. “The man who designed
it, while he thought of every-
thing, he left out cemeteries,

e idea was that everything
you need would be right here,
When you have a growing pop-

ulation, you will need cemeteries
just as much as you need hospitals
and fire departments.”

While there is still some capac-
ity in the Apex town cemetery,
Keith Weatherly, the town’s
mayor, said a new one in the re-
gion is welcome.

Anyone can be buried in the
Apex Cemetery, but the price ofa
plot doubles to $600 for nonresi-
dents. There are 2,620 plots, with
482 remaining to be sold. The
town sells about 100 plots a year.

“We are getting folks that want
to be buried in the town ceme-
tery from all over Wake County,
and we niight be the only public
cemetery where there’s any
room,” Weatherly said.

Starting a perpetual-care ceme-
tery is a tough process, said Claud
Whitener, the administrator and

general counsel for the North Car-
olina Cemetery Commission, the
agency that has reviewed and au-
dited for-profit cemeteries since
1975. The agency doesn’t license
church cemeteries or family plots
on private property.

Whitener said a cemetery must
have at least 30 acres of land with
no liens and $50,000 in a trust
fund. The owners’ finances and
criminal history are checked. All

WAKE mEMoRIAL

the salespeople’s crimnal histories
are checked, and before a license
1s issued, 5 acres of the cemetery
must be prepared and inspected
by the commission,

The proposed project must
alsp meet all ordinances and
gtude}ines of the town. With the
opening of Wake Memorial,
there are now 176 licensed per-
petual-care cemeteries in the
state, Whitener said.

At a perpetual-care facility, 10
percent of the cost for the plot,
vault and marker is set aside in a

fund for the cemetery’s overall
maintenance. A plot at Wake
Memorial could cost $1,600, with
$160 going to the trust fund man-
aged by the state commission.

Rudy Lea, president of Lea Fu-
neral Home in Raleigh, said there
is definitely a shortage reason-
ably priced cemetery space in
Wake County. He said that people
look for convenience and that,
foremost, it’s important they are
buried where they have lived.

“Another cemetery is nothing
but a positive for several reasons,”
Lea said. “For one, now people
will have options, and it’s good for
competition. One cemetery can’t
overcharge because they are not
monopolizing Wake County.”

Researcher Becky Qgburn
conlyibuted to this article.

Staff writer Demorris Lee
can be reached at 829-8937
or demlee@newsobserver.com.
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TOWN HAS EVERYTHING YOU NEED IN LIFE | AND AFTER

Cary's population has greatly increased in recent years, and eventually those new people will need a final resting place.
Hill Crest Cemetery, above, is the only public cemetery in Cary now, and all its plots have been spoken for.
. STAFF PHOTO BY SHER STONEMAN : ;

Cary may get a cemetery

Bigger population
creates a demand

By SAMANTHA THOMPSON SMITH
" STAFF WRITER

*"Cary had its housing boom.

The shopping centers followed.

Now it’s time to start develop-

ing six feet under.

A new privately funded and
operated cemetery called Wake

- Memorial Park has received pre-

liminary approvals from town
and 'state officials to open off
Green Hope School Road and
N.C. 55 near Sears Farm Road.

LR0%95 FELE /

HILL CREST CEM  CARY, NG
W RKIE MEMORIAL PFARK
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eran of the funeral home and
cemetery industry. DeMarsi had
the'idea for the cemetery in 1999
after realizing the town had
nothing to offer families who
wanted to bury a family member

in Cary. .
DeMarsi declined to say how
much will be spent to build the
new cemetery, which eventu-
ally could include an on-site fu-
neral home. But burial costs will
be competitive with other ceme-
teries throughout the region.
Packages, which usually include
husband and wife side-by-side
spaces, burial vaults and flat

dream for deMarsi, who said
she has held management posi-
tions at funeral homes and ceme-
teries throughout the nation.

After she had the idea, she be-
gan approaching developers in
the area, looking for a partner in

the project. Cary developers

Mike Hunter and Kyle Ward,
owners of WW Partners, which

developed Carpenter Village in
Morrisville, saw the potential in

_the plan and teamed up with de-
Marsi.

“We felt that this was a needed
thing in the community,” Hunter
said. “And it was a good oppor-

* CRRPENTER

P&l XIn-F6t
@ —CoN TINVED
The' development is another as plann . . e . »
\ h planned, though, the ceme- tunity for diversification for us.”
S e Siaggering frow ™ tery will beopen for business, i ““. '*  DeMarsi then began working
in recen fot Cary residents who do ther for families to buy plots or “ % to get the necessary land, a
op:ug; T 'mt : for burials, by the first quarter " process that included going
gl‘: urchve acect&es 0 :hfamﬂyhisto Of  of next year. door-to-door to more than 200
Hi “{“C:W:s el bgc Initial plans call for the cemetery homes around Cary and Apex
rest Lemecry, a pUDLIC ) include more than 20,000 plots, trying to find a family who not
cemetery near Kildaire Farm ;0 ot on and o columbaria, only was willing to sell but also
5}‘;3& However, a!?ict}l:eﬂs:pa&e I where cremated remains in urns hacly enough land to accommo-
t cgme&ryﬂeg. ke': o ‘go“ can be placed. The number of . date the cemetery.
maintains, el S,II’% LI0TI0r plots could reach 100,000, " Cary resident Bill Upchurch
mom_@anﬁst f5e§ enisevgg The cemetery will have ponds, % and his family were willing to
a waiting list of s peop! eélsalk, landscaped gardens, walkways, """ partner in the project with their
Sue Rowland, the town cler courtyards and.an entrance lined |  land, which up until just three
ﬂl"’l‘hxs lsejgts one “;‘i’drefh@g with cherry blossom trees. Al- " years ago was a tobacco farm, off
e town ne 3°8m fdorlts though about 50 acresare being ~ & .~ Green Hope School Road.
glt;::ns, Sald Lary Mayor :gil asidntlay fgx(') the cemetery, ini- SRR “'}I lh&(;;pe it's somet;iggo tté?t
nn Lang. . ially o acres are going to | mem- o  Wwe'llleave to servean: r the
Site plans for the new ceme.  be eveloped. el people in the town of Cary,” Up-
oy, Sell have ;ghe ¢ ppTow “I want people to feel com- church said, “I probably would-
by C:)own,an e hascetmli fortable about coming out here , 't have sold the land if it was-
tery thmmssmais Ifal toli- .4 havingapicnicnext to their  bronze headstones, generally n't for this.” . .
cense the operators. L all g0es  gyandmother's grave,” said Ter- run between $5,700and $8,000. ~ Lang said when the property
ilyn C. deMarsi, a 14-year vet-  The cemetery is a lifelong  came up for a special use permit

last month, it met with no com-
munity resistance, a fairly rare
occurrence with new develop-

- ments in Cary. “I think it shows

everybody understands the need
here,” he said. :
The state hasn’t licensed a
cemetery that is open to the pub-
lic in Wake, Orange, Johnston or
Durham counties for more than
three decades. However, pri-

.vately run church and family

cemeteries have been built.

Staff writer Samantha Smith
can be reached at §29-4563
or samantha®newsobserver.com.
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FARM ISSUES- Fourth District Congressman migration bill, capital gains and inheritance tax
Fred Heineman attended a special roundtable relief. Heineman, seen here at left, is with board
meeting of the board of directors of the Wake member Richard Jenks of Apex, center, and Bill
County Farm Bureau. Topics of discussion in- Upchurch of Morrisville.

cluded the recently passed farm bill, the im-
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Upchurch
receives
farm

bureau
honor

William B. Upchurch received
the North Carolina Federation’s
highest honor, the Distinguished
Service to Agriculture award, dur-
ing the organization’s recent annual
convention in Greensboro.

Upchurch, who lives on a farm
near Morrisville, is director of field
service for the state Farm Bureau.

W. B. Jenkins, president of the
North Carolina Farm Bureau, said
the honor is given for exceptional
service to agriculture.

"Billy Upchurch has devoted
more than 30 years to strengthening
and serving Farm Bureau," Jenkins
said.

"Billy has given unquestionable
loyalty and devotion to Farm
Bureau and has been an integral
part of our phenomenal growth and
expanded service to members,"
Jenkins commented.

; i : : :
mgg‘;;‘;‘i‘agg?s ;“;ddw;;;es;n_ of the Young farmer and Rancher  This year he is completing his

¢ > program before his appointment as  30th year as an employee of the
tative and later became coordinator  director of field services. agency.
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Wllllam B Upchurch
birth: 1927

North Carolina 26 Nov White Oak Twp., Wake, spouse: Doris Jean Yates
Marriages, 1759-1979  MaTi88€: 1a49  North Carolina
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“STFamilies
<=9 Upchurch & Allied Families Association =<

WMWG’% Inc. is a not for profét organization ander which @kl Upchurch, colleagues, and members perform family
local kistory work, Ser wevw.alfiedfamifies.com and www. gpchurchstory.com.

Contact ®hil at (636) 898-8516 or (314) 3134734 (cell)
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=9 Upchurch & Allied Families Association ¢+

Upchurch and Allied Families, Inc. is a not for profit organization under which ®hil Upchurch, colleagues, and members petform family
and local history work, See www.alliedfamilies.com and www.upchurchstory.com.
Contact ®hil at (636) 898-8516 or (314) 313-4734 (cell)
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#>Families
=0 Upchurch & Allied Families Association =
Upchurch and Allied Famitizs, Inc. is a not for profit onganisation under which @il Upchurch, collaagaes, and members perform family

and local history work, See www.alliedfamifies.com and wuww. upchurchstory.com.
Contact ®hil at (636) 898-8516 or (314) 313-4734 (cell)
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<= Upchurch & Allied Families Association =<

Upchurch and Allied Families, Inc. is a not for profit orgavization under which ®hil Upchurch, colleagues, and members
petform fomity and local history work, See www.alfiedfamilies.com and www. upchurchstory.com.
Contact ®hil at (636) 530-6022 or (314) 313-4734 (cel])
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ROBERT P. UPCHURCH
~ 351 Shetland Valley Court
Chesterfield, MO 63005-4840

Home phone (636) 530-6022 Cell (314) 313-4734
email: phil@upchurchstory.com Website: <www.upchurchstory.com>
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ROBERT P. UPCHURCH

351 Shetland Valley Court
CHESTEREFIELD, MO 63005-4640
Phone: (636) 530-6022 email: <phil@upchurchstory.com>
1010101910191919]9)181816161911816181 §19191010118161618)6181018191616191619]8181616191816181 818}
September 23, 2010 ' )

William Burtis Upchurch, Sr.
2132 Carpenter-Upchurch Road
Cary, NC 27519-7003

Dear Bill:

I enjoyed your call n September 22, 2010 and learning that Cousin Raymond
Johnson is working on a project involving the history of Green Level Baptist Church. I'll
be glad to do what I can to help if your will promise to arrange for you and me to visit
Raymond the next time I visit NC.

To make my input a little more organized I have created the enclosed document
entitled "Reflections..." . With some refinement I may publish this in the Upchurch
Bulletin or in one of the Wake County Genealogical publications. However, for right
now, it is to help Raymond a little. I have this on the computer and can make any
changes needed for correction and improvement.

I also enclose a copy of my 5 page 8 ttem file on Green Level & the Church. You
and Raymond can feel free to use or ask questions as you see fit. I'll loan the original of
the photo if needed. Note for Items 3 and 4 on page 2 that there is information at Wake
Forest University.

Several records of the church cemetery have been made. As an eXampIe, I
enclose herewith the version produced by Shirley Olson.

Also, enclosed is UB, Vol. 4, No. 2 which includes the John Lee Upchurch article.
I think you have a copy of this so this one is for Raymond.

There is a lot more that can be done on this project. I'l hope to hear how it is
moving along.

My Very Best to You and Doris!
Sincerely yours,
.Phil Upchurch

RPU:s
Enclosures
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‘ ROBERT P. UPCHURCH
351 Shetland Valley Court
Chesterfield, MO 63005-4840

Home phone: (636) 530-6022 Cell phone: (314)313-4734
Email: phil@upchurchstory.com
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Carolina Is Booming,

(/5-2}

Despite Anti-Smoking Efforts

Farmers Expect Squeeze-Out
Eventually, But Healthy State
Economy Is Putting Clinton

Surprisingly High In Surveys

- By Jon Sawyer
Post-Dispatch Washington Bureau Chief

SMITHFIELD, N.C.

i OR BILLY UPCHURCH, watching over his
: precious piles of yellow-leafed tobacco on the
floor of Farmers Tobacco Warehouse, it was a
good day in a bad year.

The auctioneer stepping briskly between the long
rows of tobacco, each pile loosely arranged on a burlap
sheet, sang out the sonorous monotone that is all but
unintelligible to the uninitiated. But on this day no
translation was required: The half dozen buyers from
the big tobacco companies were paying a uniformly
high price, $1.92 a pound, for every single pile.

The fact that prices are running at least ten cents a
pound higher than average is due to the ravages
earlier this month of Hurricane Fran, which wiped out
nearly a quarter of the crop on tobacco farms in
eastern North Carolina.

Farmers like Upchurch know they are facing an
even bigger calamity than Fran — the anti-tobacco
initiatives of President Bill Clinton, who is pushing
both for banning tobacco advertising aimed at teen-
agers and for regulation of tobacco as a drug by the
Food and Drug Administration.

Upchurch, 69, has farmed tobacco all his life. His
daddy gave him an acre to work when he was 16 and
the money he made off that crop was enough to put
him through N.C. State University. His son did the
same, working a piece of what Upchurch had built up
into one of this region’s largest tobacco holdings. The

anti-tobacco crusade still strikes the father as faintly
‘un-American. = :
He also knows that sooner or late d probably
sooner, the battle is lost. Sk
“I think in the long run it's going ally
squeezeps*éﬁt,”Upchu;cl}ggvﬁﬁlT aid that
his own son, now 27, had opted against taking over

~ the family farm and had built a career in state govern-
ment instead.

“We wanted him to come back and take over the
operation,” Upchurch said. “But when he was a senior
in college he said he'd rather not; he’d seen
what was coming.” The father said he
couldn’t blame his son. “Fifteen years from
now, if he was farming tobacco he'd be
squeezed out, for sure.”

The best evidence for that dour prediction
is North Carolina itself. With a booming
economy, rapid-fire industrial diversification
and the steady influx of new residents, this
long-time mainstay on Tobacco Road isn't
that much different, these days, from the
rest of America.

Tobacco’s DMWird Trend

Those are among the trends that explain
why even in North Carolina, one place where
Bill Clinton has laid down an unambiguous
marker against an important local industry, ;
his odds against Republican challenger Bob Dole look
surprisingly good.

Local studies put the direct earnings of tobacco
farmers in North Carolina at about $1 billion a year,
with an additional $10 billion in indirect economic
activity. Big as that number is, it accounts for less
than 7 percent of the state’s overall economy and no
one expects anything other than continued decline.

Tobacco’s share of overall farm production in North
Carolina has steadily declined over the past 25 years.
So has the number of jobs in tobacco manufacturing,
which peaked in the earlv 1960s at about 33,000 and

Tobacco buyers gather around the product
at a bright-leaf augtion recently at the Farm-

ers Tobacco Warehouse in Smithfield. N.c._

Jon Sawyer/Post-Dispatch



hagsg' dropped since by more than Balf, o 16,000 jobs asef
.The U.S, share of- yacco production worldwide has

dropped just as precipitously, thanks to cheap labor over-
seas, froi 18 peréen ' ):8/percent in 1995,

according to the U.S, Department of Agriculture,

Tobacco’s clout beyuid the farm and factory in North
Carolina, once overwhelming, has waned as well, from the
statehouse to education, : ,

_Trinity College was a small Methodist institution in
Durham, It was the money of James Buchanan “Buck”
Duke, founder of the American Tobacco Co., that trans- .

formed it into the educational powerhouse that today -

wTL o
_smoke, he’s going to smoke.yy -
 JOE MCLAMB of Benson, NC. ~

(5=

is is America. If a man'wants to

inga decond bid to unseat Repibican Jesse Helms, 20
. percent of those surveyed in the Forsyth County poll said
- Clinton’s stance on tobacco made themrléss likely to -

support Gantt — even though Gantt himself oppaoses

. FDA regulation of tobacco. Only4 percent said Clinton’s

position inade them more likely to vote for Gantt, . -

bears his name. Ditto Wake Forest University, a small -

c ++ Helms has been running ads that highlight Clinton’s
Baptist institution that was moved whole hog to Winston-

n:tobacco, So has Rep. David Fundetbuk, the

Salen 41 years ago when the heirs of R.J. Reynolds ‘ : Republicart congressman from  district just -
offered to build an entiré new campiss, © ‘ - east.of Raleigh who faces a tough challenge from state

Both Duke and Wake Forest, moreover, reliedon |
tobacco money to build what are today- among the coun-
try’s leading centers for medical care and research. At
Wake Forest, the medical school itself is named for
Bowman Gray, the late chief executive at R.J. Reynolds.

_‘The universities and medical schools are also symbols

of tobacco’s declining ecoriomic role, however, especially hast ‘ 3 e X aga st S 0
in'Winston-Salem — where the medical school and North .~ ‘party’s president. He believes voters i his disrict under-
Carolina Baptist Hospital have supplanted R.J. Reynolds stand his position and that neither Clinton nor Democrats
as the county’s largest single employer. The medical - lo;:‘?l]yshould be judged on'any single issue. o
s¢hool was a co-sponsor, in fact, of a study earlier this Twrote the president a letter and let him know I didn’t
S Smea T .. agree with him on this,” Etheridge said. “My wife and I

. Year-that urged North Carolina to phase out of tobaccoas
vapidly as possible, -+ - : -

- adon’t agree on-everything; either,” he added,' “but I'still ..
-..-So while Clinton’s rhetoric may have put the anti-

love her,” o R

: Leo Daughtry, a Smithfield lawyer a_n’d;Republican W{m

"~ tobacco forces front and'center, nothing is sudden or néiw, ' i8 also majority leader of the North Carolina house of -~
- abouit the assault on the goldenWweed. - - O ives, insists that Clinton’s anti-tobaccs siz e
A former top executive at R.J. Reynolds Tobacco said . - TePresentatives, insists tha " R £

.. thatas longago as 1964, with the U.S, Surgeon General’s 7 wﬂl make a differeace.
first report linking cigarette smoking to cancer, the -
writing was on the‘wall, He said he took early retirethént
about a decade later because “it wasn't fun anymiore.

“We were spending more time defending the compa- -

. schiool superintendent Bobby Etheridge. Etheridge him-
. self; ‘;ew:ilp‘bn'ja}tcbéccd.‘famiandhisfami_ly'contmuesm
business, .. 0 oo e
. #With Funderburk; this is polities,” Etheridge said. -
CWithme, it's a way of life.” - RO
~-Evenin this tobacco-rich district; Etheridge said; he:
. hasn’t felt compelled to'go on'the attack-against his own

A Slap InThe Face

_*People here are very aware of tobacco's significance,
histdricgll}r",and’ presently;” Daughtry said. “They think of
it as a way of life-more than as an economic engine, And

~ when Clinton says tobacco is a drug, it's like slapping a lot
“of these people in the face.,” ~ - ¢ L
Take ch):e f\)ll amb of Benson, who owns federal tobac-
co allotments on 60 acres and was among those watching
the auction at Smiithfield’s Farmers Tobacco Warehouse.
McLamb, 70, said he had never gotten beyond seventh
grade but that tobacco — and hard work - had made him
a success, The notion that farmers heré might convert to
other crops was dismissed out of hand: “If you tried to
rent this land out for anything else you wouldn't even = -
-mhake enough to pay the county tax.” L -
McLamb believes Clinton’s assault on tobacco is pure -
- politics, based on the calculation that the: unpopularity Qf
his proposals in this part of the country will be more than
offset elsewhere. ) PR
“T'think half of it'sjust spite,” said McLamb, who also
discounted Clinton’s focus on teef-age smoking as empty
political rhetoric. “I'm not opposed to doing eveg;:tlnng
- you can to Keep young people from smiokirig but it’s abit
- worth a hill of beans,” he said, “They’ll do it more
tell them'not to. . . . This is America. If a man wan! ;

- 1y;" lie said, “than promoting the product.” =~ .

““Camel City’ Shifts

The surest proof of changing attitudes is that Clinton
* hasn’t been seriously hurt, even in places like Winston-"
Salem — “Camel City” — birthplace of R.J. Reynolds
Tobacco and the towr that spawned some of the indus- -
- Ary’s-most storied cigarettes, L RS
A poll earlier this month found that in Winston-Salem .
and the surrounding Forsyth County, Clinton and Dole: "
were virtually even, with 45 percent of respondents <
favoring Dole and 44 percent Clinton. Moreover, while -
two-thirds of those polled said they opposed regulating -
tobacco as a drug, only a third said Clinton’s endorsement
of regulation would make any difference in their choice of
a presidential candidate.
~_ Republicans are-banking on the poll’s other finding —
.that among those for whom regulation does make a
“-tifference, virtually all say the issue will point them
 toward GOP candidates. In the case of Democrat Harvey
. Gantt, for example, the ex-Charlotte mayor who is mak-

~smoke, he’s going to smoke.”
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Williams:s;ustmyearsol e
"~ .“He’s a good worker,” says his -
father, Macon Wﬂhams of the Up- -
. church community. ‘‘He’s out thére:
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' Jipimy Williams Kows o:e hard
work that goes’into farming:  He

N

‘spends- ‘Totirs each day working in =
_t!:’étobaeeoﬁelds priming the plant -
“ tops¥and irrigating  the rows and -
.a_‘waitingsomemuchneeded rain. - -
.- “When harvest: time arrives,; he'll.
fb‘e nt there in thie hot sun, pulling
acco leaves that his.family hopes 3
profit.. ‘He '
‘knows, though, that farming is: a.-
tough business. “¥ think a lot about -

‘bring in a good -

“ug going inthe hole,”. headmits. - -
“That .worry doesn’t, change his

miind about’ wanhng to have ‘his.own
Jm)ni =

farm .one: day: “You-

avery day thh us domg a httle bit of

8" -
But the odds of Jxmmy owning a’

farm -grow slimier: ‘with each
year. While Wake County is

passing
;_-tlrre fourth largest tobaccoproducing .

7 in- the - state,” the smaller

s makingendsmeet ; :

- 1’s those dwindling numbers that
brought Jimmy and = Macon..
Williams, Ricky and Garry Ed-
‘wards, Omer Ferrell, Steve Gooch,

- agriculture;”

fapimer- s having a. tough -time

BoRATITS

e

N

MJ

Marshall Ream, and other south-

-west Wike farmers ‘otit to meet-with
.. Sen. Robest Dole (R-Kan.) when ke’

.and Cangressman William W, Cobey
Jr.. vnsited their commumty last-,

- week; - tobacco surpluses at discountprices, .

_ “Theére's not but six or seven

farmers in the whole community,”

5ays.. leham Upchurch of

-Upchm'ch Road. Heand

“'hig wxfe, ‘Doris, ‘hosted. what Cobey
- -aideshadplanned as anagricultural
“totr.during a Congres

onal break.

~“When Dole's

along because of his involvement in
said _John King,
Cobey’s campaign manager. Dole is
the second ranking member of the
Senate Agriculture Committee, and
sits on the  Finance Commxttee
where - he introduced the 1985
tobacco program. >

. “Jesse: (Helms)- wasn't s

.mersthmughrecentcms

*billion: - during - the: four-year
-mimstraﬁonofJimmyCaift A

; ce 'said he had

“set aside: some time and we could -;
use- hnn ‘we asked him to come..
- Upchurchfarm, Despite unanimous -

" “If they'd just leave us egaflone,”

manages - the 850-acre’ Upéh

" coutd get it

said Dole of the federal tobacoo
‘program: he believes will help far—

Congress has voted ‘to ""d $30 :
billion this ‘year compgxeyl?to-slzo,‘

. The new program;efiables’t tobacco

.companies {0 sign- -gontracts. to buy
and is-. aimed at -having more

-domestic tobacco purchased. The

- -price support level: for flue-cured -
.tobacco will drop from $1,72:ta $1.44 -
per pound, while the-assessmeiif. for

growers'i§. expected to- droptofour. .

““Do you tbmk you can live with

this?” Dole asked the local farmers

‘and farm leaders assembled at the

agreément, Upchureh,. said; “Far-
mers are - like' anyone -’ else If
something doesn’t. . work, elgmn

z 4 . en

dustrial devélopment coming into
theRosearchTrianglearea:s eating .
up more ‘and more:small farmiers. .

Besxdes the :
development, Steve Gooch;; _Who;;-.

n, said. farmers are
il e arought‘thathas leftgthes

XIT P-G€T



u.s. Sen. Robert Dole, right, talks with
william Upchurch of the VUpthurch community

nine inches behind in average -

rainfall for the year, plus various
increases in fees and taxes
associated with planting,

and selling tobacco.

«We've been pumping like mad,”
he said of the irrigating he has done
for the tobacco.

Gooch told Dole it costs about $1.10
a pound to produce tobacco, and the
price to farmers last year was
between $1.37 and $1.40, “Togeta
higher price for his tobacco, 2

farmer must keep it clean, pick up
dull leaves, harvest it four times,
just do a better job than others.”

Brothers Ricky and Garry Ed-

wards, who farm nearby land that

their grandfather and father far-
med, said if the drought doesn’t get
the local farmers, the taxes “will eat

you up.” They said they hoped

Dole’s tour of the tobacco field would

make him more aware of what the

small farmer faces.

The Senator's visit to Upchurch

on Wednesday.
during a local visit.

Dole visited Upchurch's farm

was big news, however. “It’s ex-
citing,” said Garry Edwards. Their
host agreed. '

Upchurch told the farmers at-
tending the tour that Dole’s support
for Cobey’s campaign mattered
little to him. He was simply pleased
to have the Senate majority leader
in North €Carolina. ‘‘As far as I'm
concerned, this tour is not political.
If Sen. Dole is ever president, we
need him to know what the farmer in
North Carolina is doing.”
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Losing ground?

- Residents of outlying communities prefer to remain rural

By MARY BETH STARR
Staff writer

Back in the early 1900s, when
railroads were beginning to boom in
central North Carolina, two small
communities northwest of Cary
were named for the families who
donated their land for the passage of
the iron rails.

Farming was the main occupation
then, and the trains carried tobacco
and produce across the state, as well

as the passengers who got off at
whistle stops between farms.

The Carpenter and Upchurch
communities are still rural in many
ways, but some of the residents see
development coming and are
prepared to face it.

However, the people there and in
the Sorrell's Grove community
north of Cary say if they could
control the future, they would like to
remain rural communities.

.The Sorrell’s Grove community,
near the Durham County line, has
been a farming community for
years, but the arrival of the Raleigh-
Durham Airport and new
development standards around
Interstate 40 adopted by Wake
County have already taken away
some of the rural character.

The community was founded
around the Sorrell's Grove Baplist
Church, beginning in 1901, according
to Jesse Markham, a longtime
resident.

Carpenter and Upchurch were
both named for the families who
donated land for the Durham and
Southern Railway Co., when it was
built in the early 1900s.

The Carpenter and Upchurch
families still reside in the area,
farming and 'running a couniry
store. -

A fourth community, Shiloh, is
located to the east of Sorrell’s Grove
and above Morrisville. The mostly
black community has been removed
from Cary’'s ETJ request after
residents sought to become part of
Morrisville to avoid Cary’s ex-
pansion.

The Cary Town Council two weeks
ago agreed to remove Shiloh from
the request because they feared the
residents were acting on misin-
formation in requesting’ the an-

nexafion. They said Shiloh residents
may not understand the difference
between ETJ and annexation, and
may think Cary was trying to annex
the section.

Some of their annexation petitions
were considered Monday at the
Morrisville Town Board of Com-
missioners meeting, but no action
was taken.

Members of the Sorrell’s Grove
Church voted last week to become
part of Morrisville. The pastor,
Andrew Pickens, said that vote
didn’t have anything to do with
Cary’s E'l'J request.

Morrisville has almost surrounded

the church property after it annexed
the Marketplace Mall next to I-40,
-and property
being developed as an office park.

Church members have not yet §

officially requested annexation,
according to Morrisville Town
Administrator Peter Bine.

Even if the church is annexed,
residents of the adjoining com-
munity will still be in Cary’s ETJ, if
the Wake County commissioners
approve the request.

That doesn’t sit well with
longtime resident Jesse Markham.

“I don’t care for anything the city
has to offer,”” he said of Cary.

Markham lives about a half mile
from the church.

“I live on a private road, I have
plenty of water and my sewer is
working good. It’s not crowded too
bad. Ilike it like it is,” he said.

Although his children went to
school in Cary, he identifies more
with Morrisville, he said.

But he’s not anxious to be annexed
anywhere.

Richard Jones lives on the north
side of I-40. He's not sure what town
he identifies with now that Raleigh

has annexed property near Globe °

Road. -~

“We're happy with the farming
cornmunity,” he said. “I'd just as
soon not be in anybody’s ETJ. We
have so many jurisdictions out here
already. Between the Airport 1,
Airport 2 and Highway District,
we're controlled three ways besides
the county,

“They (Cary) are not_providing
anything. We would just have
another one to control you,” he said.

behind it which is

William Upchurch stands at the signpost for Upchurch.



Because of all the annexations by
Raleigh, Cary and Morrisville, he is
unsure who owns some of the land.
“It doesn’t look good for anybody
out here who doesn’t want to build an
office,” hesaid.
1 Jones plans to hold onto his land as
long as he can. But he knows
development is coming.

Some members of all three
communities fear that being in
Cary’s ETJ will bring development
of offices and industries more
quickly than if they remain in the
county’s jurisdiction.

But Joel Carpenter, the fourth
generation to run Carpenter General
Store, is ready for that development.
 “Back then (in the late 1800s),
everyone was a farmer, and

since then until the last 10

primarily si ,
years,” he said from a bench in the

L

old-fashioned general store he and

_his brother run.

‘But now, he said, tobacco farming
is fading out, more residential
development is coming in and people
have started working at the
Research Triangle Park.

“We would like things to stay the
same,” he said, “but we see that
change is imminent, and we feel the
best road in looking at development
is being part of Cary.

“Cary will bring a better en-
vironment for development, if

development is what we must
* have,”’ hesaid. '

Omer Ferrell owns a farm in
Upchurch and another in Carpenter
on which he lives.

Morrisville’s planning district is
located east of his property, and the
Research Triangle Park planning
zone is within a mile and a half.

" He is still farming his land, but
with land prices going up each year,

- “T know I'll have to stop farming

sooner or later,”” hesaid.
He feels that with Cary, there is

the potential to obtain water and
sewer services within the next few

years, which will make his land_ .

increase in value.
William Upchurch has lived in the
Upchurch community all his life. His

Joel Carpenter is the third generation of his family to operate Carpenter General Store.,

great-grandfather, for whom he is
named, moved to the same farm in
1863. :

A country store used to be loca
on the west side of the tracks but no
longer exists, he said. He was told
that farmers coming from Chatham
County would stop overnight and
camp at that store on their way to
Raleigh.

Later, the railroad came in and
across part of Upchurch’s land, and
named the community for him.

Avery Upchurch, the mayor of
Raleigh, is one of Upchurch’s
cousins.

William Upchurch said he feels
“all right” about being part of
Cary’s ETJ. “I'd rather be there
than someplace else,” he said.

Cary owns the sewer line that will
be coming through, he said.

“Whoever's got the water and

pr i A



sewer’s got the control,” hesaid.

Upchurch wants to keep farming.
“I don’t relish having a bunch of
houses around me,” he said.

On the other hand, ‘Being in their
zoning jurisdiction will protect us,”
he said. *“No one will put in a honky
tonk or a trailer park next to my
land.”

Another Upchurch resident holds
the opposite view.

Kim Perry of High House Road
said she doesn’'t want anyone
coming in telling her what she can
and can’t do in her yard.

“I moved out here with the an-
ticipation it was going to stay
country,” she said.

‘She criticized Cary for not having
the schools and roads that are
needed to keep up with the growth of
the community. = 2

“The traffic on High House Road

is abominable,” she said. ‘“‘Cary

- keeps hoarding land and developing
it. Where are they going to put the
kids in the subdivisions they plan on
annexing?”

She said she is aware that Cary
does not force anyore to annex, but
she feels that annexation is the next
step. ;

“Why else would they want us in
their ETJ?” she asked. ‘‘They have
to hire more people to cover people
coming in for building permits out
ilaere; They can’t cover all this extra

n .”

Cary will have some time fo
prepare to serve the new areas. The
Wake County commissioners must
approve Cary’s request. Because
they are considering several other
requests from other towns, officials
say it may take several months to

“decide.
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Key
Town of Cary ex-.
traterritorial jurisdiction
(ETJ) requesi:

Town of Cary existing ex-
traterritorial jurisdiction
(ETJ): .

Town of Morrisville existing

extraterritorial jurisdiction
(EFJ):
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DEPARTMENTS FOR UPCHURCH BULLETIN

The eleven items listed below give some idea as to the Departments
(Sections) which appear in the bulletin.

I. Editorial - From the Editor,
II. Feature Photo - Photo plus description.
III. Upchurch Registery - A listing of names and relationships.
IV. Colonial America - About Upchurch generations one through five.
V. Upchurch Clans in America - Comments on one or more of the 23 Clans.

Vi. Outlines of Selected Clans or Subclans - On a rotational basis
details on the members of the various clans will be presented.

VII.V Batch Records - Listings for key cemeteries, key census records, ete.

VI1I. Missing Links - Requests for information about missing connections.
IX. Reference Materials - Selected deeds, wills, biographies, and reviews.

X. England - About our English ancestors and relatives.

XI. Miscellaneous - For other materials. !ﬁzkfz::’,,’

Order Form //,ﬂ”f

UPCHURCH BULLETIN

Date 9\/&3/5)9—/

Please enter my subscription(s) to UPCHURCH BULLETIN (Four issues/volume).

I enclose $ 40, for the following subscription(s) at $10.00 each for umbound
volumes and $20.00 each for bound volumes: o
*Unbound - Vol. 1 (1980) o , Vol. 2 (1981) , Vol. 3 (1982)___ #/1o]

*%Bound - Vol. 1 (1980) , Vol. 2 (1981)
Send subscription(s) to:

(Please int)
Lf UiamM Buvtis

aporESS__Roufr | B_qé_aé‘ | B.\* -
crry_Npwvis vy //e] state_ /. C. 21P 22540

Send payment and make check payable to MICHAEL ENTERPRISES.

MAIL TO: Michael Enterprises
- P. O. Box 35804
Tucson, Arizona 85740

ME-Form 1 Jan 82

*Unbound volumes each consist of four issues. Each issue consists of 40 pages
stapled with stiff paper front and back.

#*Bound volumes consist of four issues bound together with hard covers at a
professional bindry and include an overall table of contents.
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Dignity-

ye: T ENTRTIRY

CABEX, MC

- OBITUARY

William Burtis Upchurch Sr.

JUME 18, 19227 ~ AUGUST 21, 2018

FLAY TRIBUTE MOVIE

A B A A T A A

William "Billy" Burtis Upchurch, Sr., 91, of Cary, passed
away on August 21, 2018 at The Oaks at Mayview in

Raleigh.

lily was barn Jure 18, 1927 in Wake County, Nerth Carolina to the late Werth and Liilian
Upchurch,

Billy enjoyed a very suceessiul career spanning over 30 years with Nerth Carelina Farm Bureau
Federation where he was awarded the Distinguished Service Award to Agriculture. After retirement, he
continued by serving on the Wake County Farm Bureau Board of Directors. Over the vears, he traveled
the state, meeting and working with members of the agricultural community. He considered each one of

them his friend, His moest proud accomplishment was his successful farming operation that he developed
from a yaung age.

Biily and Doris were active members of Goad Hape Baptist Church where he served several vears as
https fiwww, dignitymarnarial com/ebituaries/apex-ne/wilism-upchurah-7987560 119
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Chairman of the Deacons and Sunday School Superintendent.
Billy was preceded in death by his sister, Patsy Latta,

Billy is survived by his wife of 68 years, Doris Yates Upchurch; son, William Upchurch Jr. (Amanda);
daughters, Patricia Kuester (John) and Pamela Joyner (Michael); six grandchildren and two great
grandchildren.

A funeral service will be held 4 PM Friday, August 24, 2018 at Good Hope Baptist Church, 6630 Good
Hope Church Rd, Cary, NC 27519. Burial will foliow the service with Masonic Rites. The family will
receive friends 6-8 PM Thursday, August 23, 2018 at Apex Funeral Home, 550 W. Williams St., Apex, NC
27502.

Flowers are welcame or memorials may be made to the Goad Hope Baptist Church Building Fund.

The family would like to express their deepest gratitude to Dr. Richard Torrey, Dr. Bruce Usher, Dr.
William Dunlap, and the caring staff at The Oaks at Mayview in Raleigh.

Condelences can be sent to apexfuneral.net

FAMILY

Billy is survived by his wife of 68 years, Doris Yates Upchurch; son, William
Upchurch Jr. (Amanda); daughters, Patricia Kuester (]ohn) and Pamela foyner
(Michael); six grandchildren and two great grandchildren.

\%w
{ Hlowers..
SEND FLOWERS SHOW YOUR SHARE RECEIVE
SUPPQRT QBITUARY NOTIFICATIONS
Y .
eroices
Visitation

6:00 pm - 8:00 pm

https./www.dignitymemorial.com/abituarias/apex-ne/william-upchurch-7987560 219
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APEX FUNERAL HOME

550 W Williams Street
Apex, North Carolina

&

AUGUST
GET DIRECTIONS

AN A A A AARN 7 A SASAANAAA AR

Funeral Service

i 4:00 pm
AUGUST GOOD HOPE BAPTIST €HURCH

64630 Goed Hoepe Church Rosd
Cary, North Carolina

GET DIRECTIONS

e D AL PO

6630 Good Hope Church Read
Cary, Nerth Carclina

GET DIRECTIONS

A AR AR A AN ARSI RS

RECEIVE SHARE
NOTIFICATIONS QLITUARY

hitpa Hwww,digeitymemorial.com/abiiugriss/apex-neiwilliame-upehurch-768 7580

GOOD HOPE BAPTIST CEMETERY

SEND FLOWERS

SEND FLOWERS

B -

Graveside Service with Masonic Rites

SEND FLOWERS

SHOW YOQUR
SUPPORT

&5




8/23/2018 William Burtis Upchurch Sr. Qbituary - Apex, NC

REMEMBERING

William Burtis Upchurch Sr.

ALL MEMORIES FROM THE FAMILY

ADD A MEMORY RECEIVE UPDATES

e,

Jean Richardssn

August 23, 2018

My condolences to the family,

Mr. Upchurch was @ wonderful man and a great boss. [ know he made an impression on me as well as
many others,

My prayers are with you all.

Pam & Asvon Brothers

August 23, 2018

Dear Pair, Mike, and Family,

Aaron & [ wish to extend our sympathy in the passing of your Father & Grandfather. We are traveling and
will miss the services but wanted you to know that we are thinking of you. May God give you peace,

comfort, and strength,

Pam & Aaron Brothers

htips YA, dignitymamanial com/febituarss/apax-ne/william-upchureh- 7287680 4/9
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Howard Reinhardt

August 22, 2018
Billy was a fine man. He has been someone I tryed to pattern my life after and will leave a real void in his

family and communiy.

Melissa Buchanan

August 21,2018

Mr. Bill was a very sweet and kind man. [t was always a pleasure to serve him at the Wake County Farm

Service Agency. He surely made his mark everywhere he went. He will be missed. Rest in peace, Mr. Bill.

FROM THE FAMILY

FRCOM THE FAMILY

nttps /iwww.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/apex-neiwilliam-upchurch-7967560 5/9
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FROM THE FAMILY

https /iwww, dignitymemorial,cam/obituaries/apex-ne/william-upchurch- 7887880 6/9
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FROM THE FAMILY

FROM THE FAMILY

FROM THE FAMILY

hitps Jiwww. dignitymemorial .com/obltuaries/apex-nciwilliam-upehurch- 7967560
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| LOAD MORE |

Biography
William "Billy" Burtis Upchurch, Sr., 91. of Cary, passed away on August 21, 2018 at The QOaks at Mayview in Raleigh.
Billy was born June 18, 1927 in Wake County, North Carolina to the late Worth and Lillian Upchurch.
Billy enjoyed a very successful career spanning over 30 years with North Carolina Farm Bureau Federation where he
was awarded the Distinguished Service Award to Agriculture. After retirement, he continued by serving on the Wake
County Farm Bureau Board of Directors. Over the years, he traveled the state, meeting and working with members of
the agricultural community. He considered each one of them his friend. His most proud accomplishment was his

successful farming operation that he developed from a young age.

Billy and Doris were active members of Good Hope Baptist Church where he served several years as Chairman of the
Deacons and Sunday School Superintendent.

Billy was preceded in death by his sister, Patsy Latta.

hitps://www,dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/apex-nc/william-upchurch-7967560 8/9
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Bitly is survived by his wife of 68 years, Doris Yates Upchurch; son, William Upchurch Jr. (Amanda); daughters, Patricia
Kuester (John) and Pamela joyner (Michael); six grandchiidren and two great grandchildren.

A funeral service will be held 4 PM Friday, August 24, 2018 at Good Hope Baptist Church, 6630 Good Hope Church Rd,
Cary, NC 2751¢9. Burial will follow the service with Masonic Rites. The family will receive friends 6-8 PM Thursday,
August 23, 2018 at Apex Funeral Home, 550 W. Williams St., Apex, NC 27502.

Flowers are welcome or memorials may be made to the Good Hope Baptist Church Building Fund.

The famiiy would like to express their deepest gratitude to Dr. Richard Torrey, Dr. Bruce Usher, Dr. William Dunlap, and
the caring staff at The Oaks at Mayview in Raieigh.

Condolences can be sent to apexfuneral.net

i THE CABE OF
Apex Funeral Home
Apex, NC
919-362-8233
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