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WHAT ABOUT MOKUAIKAUA CHURCH?

During the forty years after the turn of the century, Mokuaikaua
Church also suffered from the lack of missionary zeal. However, it
was during this period of downward effect that the Rev. Albert S.
Baker came to West Hawaii and Mokuaikaua. Not much is recorded
of his ministry, except for scanty records of his work kept by the Rev.
James Upchurch and his wife. Lucy.

His assistant was a young part-Hawaiian, who was later to be
ordained. The Rev. James Upchurch joined Baker by the early 1920s
and labored into the years of WWII. His records show that among the
four Hawaiian churches included in his pastorate (Mokuaikaua, He-
lani, Lanakila and Kekaha [Mauna Ziona]), only a few families were
involved. Some of these families are still with us, while others have
gone elsewhere to live, or have died.

Can you imagine travelling by horseback along some of the
narrowest and rockiest trails along the shoreline of West Hawaii?
Even at the present time these pathways (parts of them called the
“King's Highway’') are in very poor condition. Kahu Upchurch not
only regularly used them in going from one church to another within
his parish, but did so while he was blind. Though without sight his

sense of direction must have been phenomenally excellent. All
through his ministry (and according to reports) he was ever faithful,
diligent in his labor in behalf of Christ, coupled with a most pleasant
personality. His wife, Lucy, must also have been exceptional, for this
pastorate was primarily one of continuation, of feeding a slowly
dying flock.
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In support of the foregoing conclusion and in regards to the
decline in church population, Alice Brown, the former curator of
Hulihee Palace, stated that on that infamous Sunday morning of
December 7, 1941, when they finally had received word of the
Japanese sneak attack on Pearl Harbor (worshippers had already
assembled at Mokuaikaua), that there were only four people present.
Besides herself there were Emmaline Upchurch, the layleader;
Charles Vioka and his mother.

During the 1940s there were other leaders who ministered to the
needs of this historic church’s membership, and they were the Rev.
Stephen L. Desha, the Rev. E. K. Richardson, Licentiate Emmaline
Upchurch, the Rev. Moses Moku and the Rev. Francis Endo. Their

" leadership was classified as ‘‘supply,’ or better known among the

Hawaiian churches as ‘‘komite kahu.’’ In other words they either
served another church nearby in Kona, and on a part-time basis
served at Mokuaikaua; or, they held the position of a dual or tri-
ministry. ’
POST WORLD WAR II ERA

There were still the faithful few who steadfastly served the Lord’s
mission at Mokuaikaua. Endo and Richardson ‘continued to supply
the pastoral needs of the fellowship. Among the prominent members
of Mokuaikaua were Akoni and Mabel Ako; Minnie Keamohuli;
Charles Vioka and his mother, Maria; Aunty Lakana DeGuair; Wil-
liam and Emmaline Upchurch; Edward and Amy Hohu Ka. When
neither of the two clergy was present, then Licentiate Emmaline
Upchurch would lead in worship.

PAGE 451 (PARTFAL_LTST)

THE LIST OF MINISTERS (1820- 1984)
The Rev. Asa Thurston (Lucy), 1820-60

The Rev. James Upchurch, 1913-14 (Sp.)
The Rev. William M. Kalaiwaa, 1914-15
The Rev. James Upchurch, 1917-19 (Sp.)
The Rev. Oliver Kamau, 1920

The Rev. James Upchurch, 1921-31 (Sp.)
The Rev. Shannon Walker, 1932-39 (Sp.)
The Rev. Emest K. Richardson, 1940 (Sp.)
The Rev. Stephen L. Desha, 194]-44 (Sp.)
Licentiate Emmaline Upchurch, 1946-48
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Dear Cousin Phil Upchurch:

Ruth and I have just returﬁed from e wonderful tan dey trip to Hawaii., We

spent three days in Honolulu wﬁere we visited the Arizona Memorial at Pearl
Harbor and the Punchbowl Cemetary and many other sights. We then boarded the
S.8. Independence of the America Haweii Cruise Line for & seven day voyage with
stops at Keauai, Maui, end the big island Hawaii. Our last port of call was at
Kona on the big island of Hewaii. On our day trip on shore, we made = startling
discovery. We are always drawn to old churches and right on the water front
there at Kona was a beautiful old church, Mokuaikaua Church (Congregational),
and also known as "The Church of the Chimes". On the church grounds there is a
very small burial plot of only a dozen or so graves. And emong them were the

headstones of two Upchurches! These were as follows:

Emmeline Liftee Upchurch ' Robert Hoonani Upchurch
June 4, 1890 Mey 9, 1936
Feb 22, 1959 Jan 7, 1941

There were no other Upchurch graves as we could tell. The church was open to

the public, but there was no one around that I could query regarding the two
Upchurch graves, I did pick up this brochure about the church and a post card
of the church which I am enclosing for you. %hat a ccincendence, but to go half

way around the world, visit e small, historic church and find two Upchurch graves.
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UPCHURCH, WILLIAM A\

: JONES, ROBERT M

UPCHURCH, CESWELL B

UPCHURCH, JONATHAN B
UPCHURCH, JONOTHAN

UPCHURCH, GEORGE E

BRAMBLETT, NATHAN (SEE BRAMLETT)
BRAMLETT, NATHAN (SEE BRAMBLETT)

UPCHURCH, ROBERT
BRAMLET, ALLEN
ISSAC, JOHN
UPCHURCH, DAVID M

WHITESIDE, WILLIAM
! UPCHURCH, JOHN F

" THOMPSON, JOSEPH
,HOUSLEY, JOHN

WELCH, EGBERT G

SHAW, SARAH
UPCHURCH, MARTHA N
CLETON, SARAH

MOORE, MARY E
BROWN, NANCY

BINKLEY, MARY I

UPCHURCH, POLLY
UPCHURCH, POLLY

PINGLETON, MOLLIE
UPCHURCH, MALITTA
UPCHURCH, ELIZA JANE
MORRIS, MALVINA

UPCHURCH, MARY ANN
JONES, MARTHA M
UPCHURCH, ELIZABETH
UPCHURCH, SUSANNAH

UPCHURCH, NANCY O
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GALLATIN
GALLATIN
GALLATIN

GALLATIN
GALLATIN

GALLATIN

GALLATIN
GALLATIN

GALLATIN

GALLATIN

GALLATIN
GALLATIN
GALLATIN
GALLATIN
GALLATIN
GALLATIN

GALLATIN

/) oV 1978 —

02/19/1841
07/06/1851
10/16/1842

12/24/1891
05/26/1834

01/03/1875

04/05/1820
04/05/1820

11/18/1896
03/17/1844
12/22/1842
11/17/1842

10/14/1841

03/24/1842
11/19/1840

00/00/1836

12/17/1845

UPCHURCH, William -

B wife: Sarah SHAW
Marriage Date: 19 Feb 1841

source: FHL Number 969486

Recorded In; Galtatin, iitinois

Dates: 1837-1845

@ QPN NoTE - BSEP 2,01

1t cery mo’

Marriage

TAL /4/’4&)" Mri@e% A= b’/(@,/,ie ajv

. > < > quaewr
TRl LL/ 5/; L™ {,\_/;z;? oy <RE2 N/y.(le»



4V WILLEANM Y
5 sea. Mo 2{, RPU 2300 1982 fhaug catl B Kouad Sugpec
AT 2o mutlly Y wcts o WMQQ bt

Aisd iy Hdoissowtll Proa, LBy Cerek oy
M“a,whwm o Upedanncly Lok ATUES

S by L [aﬁ):o)
I ogoa¥il wd — yutley .
@) (2PN Nazg, @57 207)

/?ci@,‘% ?g Ak atieet- //-fzéﬂ.,<z/,{ LT }7,7;?4. /j,,,?/.é,/

o W™ U f/f} W JT 4y Copo A2



Av Wz LLLAN U
/’ 28304

UPCHURCH, William "Bill® R; 70; Galatia IL; Daily Register; 1997-10-14; cwklrsch




WILLIAM

wl © WILLIAM U.

D far Ado Mg 10TOLIG — pptcllioiin, U s Roohio® ol funi,
1814

NoTe: AA; HITow 2005 2 ¢omod Bl ucklioig A Z)
pv ) iMMZ‘ m awle— M& RACKEL WA DxIWs

000 2. RACN-EL W ATRINS — RPA -Ax & guone

N . . & y
Mﬁ\bmw%“*m e 1Y ?’A/Q;Aw
@ P pu Nike —&5EF 2 oLy

s ! /7, ,’(’.,,,oQ_//{

/C't (d«f’?{}_ //( Ttz A2 ¥ ,J/(- ”
T MU s M AT Ay Gl e pm—

g S , : /

)a,c;f{')i},wff "

. G 4257
P~ A



S WILL LA (A

Sloma. (wux  Amne Marie K oz prq Caﬂe%
RPU & hun auy g mAR 1974 wis O af- 6147367757
(Anton hode called S poooie Lt RPU coe
ok AL Lo corfened & 2 Ly dalle U

57 Soworngnda (/4), pascge U/ Shodsih
rosEPN )7 W Sekedert -
U S — WPHL N ["v:te?-"( g U Leia

A willisan AL AR
. o x c,(/(y)
I MM&&W LA A%Aﬁ W b bt 1870 LM

EwM ON

B. Mtw L(/) }MW@,@/ Wa_,?/ul CO/KY
MA wbwﬂ«!vf/é»‘i - A 174
| | Qosph hainn b 4o 195078
[NoTE" An~ A Mgﬁ% M ax_ cﬁfﬁaaxeﬂ, b 1876

"f ZMWJW«A a. Neliah W 4 &5 ToL /X K St
b € QUR U G ST Ly 7T
Lk BPwre anr A Rawna AF Se AR

Cotlag WILFAM 0, Ol ounda 1. amdsitl LY UEC /9 /%
¢ prvra’ Ao %29
sy 0 iw wis bo, KY) A G OTITZ
Caner S o KA Mavdr. SrarR @WKMWQ/Q
s 10 Ahrosh & A A Moanie, N sl — — STDOONS
som Rettpt” ) (ootle A
Lelawoe ,0H 43075



ol LO T LAV A

gﬁl&w(m AM!MMMJZ{WXMCﬂﬁ
U & e ey g mAA 1994 w1 ON ax 419-387-307

(A kel called e ,
Y eians Lo LU eeese

X /Z{M/ (/4,) ~Tescl A GW%M/%M
L — —  WPthuveceH EL{:IIZ:N&W;} %\ Lot I
A Wllan X T AL MM/@”"‘“‘%
41 2IV3

lh pslbasin A" Ratypy’§ - P2
B ;rE""'MWMM
MLW U [Z; }MQ/VMQ_@/ W;u]/uﬂ CO/K“/

!, .
§orph shucion b 4. 19TAW 1§73

md
z % M ax_ cﬁxf_a&,{ﬁe_ 21876
- Neliank W 4 5 ToL /9XK SEH
A Bowna KX W% PR ITH
L. ?@M R ot 24 pec 19/
Lo
e o, kY) A GOcTITP
ML ‘/]/(W-ﬂ&. fearl Casx KMWQ/é‘
A A Moo, IN ol — — STODOVS
Lelawoe , 04 430/



A W T LLTAY I U

O NED o RPU (uil & fuclcdle Alava U 24127 JEC 1973
Thin Gatt wii onpona By Nox LeBBy B 244 peid 2905
el o prd B A9 Ly g Efmuin i
XTD-32309  90§-920-/6bb .« fyludle Aoee el
Ao ;% g V) @5@7 y 4,24,16[ Hvn U o alrvz
o1 deod . sto saa Avuvi guﬂzéq ey FAA s
Cg/wﬁ 6—@%&%% and o el /7’4/40% /w/&w!"
%ﬂ. s ,_
T. hlliass A A /'47/. i 6{7/% K. f’é@é,&.jﬁ

4. 9‘”’“@7 ’4”‘;”“”%_,0\ Q\szz/i;/i:/e /556 v‘( oK)
WS st gfaiaent = i >
ma O;S% &R - ——%ﬂ
ynd @""U{)Z'Z 74U6—/?6'7#é&c%2/2/&5m/ V)
B Lo oo fldeon y( Ty —ordore’t
M Edianil U5 S oo g = LA T 2y C;?)
wh (320 9 5 174 (Lanstn Loxtan S0, <)
| 4 M‘u_b@« A M&Q’JM Mw‘ﬂ‘l o
.Y &
Y
j" 2] ﬁi;w Aol Ly JoLlaés
4,2
&) I 0l Kok il aut Ao 2l doftl
REU § Mudotle paplovd aceede e Wéj Lok
@Mﬂ—@ /?ba% ] ,Z&@%, /Zub[ / ,é%f . Tl ,E“,U A1 MbﬁMéé
Z&M Ao o éﬁ U o /(%% A;eog/,f,u:,wfxbj
warcﬂé,#m&’z ZZMD S ol WS Vouwal 6&%/{24&4, A ;7

Aorvy, W £ puplucs Anthony e Lbloarm #Esin !

,}J R0 Peeandc
Ay XFD-32%07




34 W T LLEA] &

OITEM A LTR 2 AVEI999 VORMA SVE ROGERS
TO APA -~ PG:Y) . FAOW THE WAINE coOVTY kY
OOTLoOK  mpn TLceiio KY pare: 15wV 40T

L. E. A ABborlr md SUSTE — —
A. Avrr A BborT
md (e - — ROBEATS
WA C?«M) w\
. DAY RbeEﬂT’D.
2 DAVEH ROBEARTZ

3. BecCLY RebiEAD md ()
— - DAVIS

2. ALFRED #AhdoTlT

O LmAT 2005~ Fowbud gou Baoftr

AuTh U Arepes po-ciad
Ms QM, JX Ao SO /lmul&:m
~ RA

UPCHURCH

" Mrs. Ruth Abbott Upchur-
. ch, age 52, passed away on

. Nov.. 11 rat the Good

' Samaritan Hospifal in Lex-
¢ ington, Ky.
 She was the daughter of

Susie Abbott and the late

‘Rev. E.A. Abbott.

She is survived by her
husband, William Upchurch;
three children, Danny Rob-
erts, David Roberts of
Monticello and Becky Davis
of Berea, Ky.; her mother; 5

_grandchildren; three sisters,

Nona Lee 'Brittenham,

Straughn, Ind., Mattie Daw-

son, Auburndale, Fla., and
Florence Ramsey, Middle-
town, Ind.; and one brother,
Alfred Abbott of Monticello.
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Family of William Thomas (Shell) Upchurch;
Born January 14, 1848, Wayne Co., KY
e Died September 28, 1907, Clay Co., TN

Father; George Upchurch, b. 1810, NC, d. Wayne Co. KY

o Mother : Louisa ? , early death, leaving two teenage boys. Oldest son; William Thomas (Shell)
Upchurch, b. 1-14-1848, d. 9-28-1907; went to live with an uncle, Moses Upchurch.
Younger son, George W. Upchurch, b. 3-14-1852, d. 9-13-1928; went to live with mother Louisa’s family
and married Sarah Jane (Rily), b. 10-14-1860, d. 7-2-1934. George and Sarah had four chiidren;
1) William;~ had no children. 2) Walter, - two sons, Earl and Ronald.
3) Montana, b. 12-10-1884, d. 2-8-1931. 4) Nora, md. Ed. Cummings.

William Thomas (Shell) Upchurch left Uncle Moses Upchurch’s home while still in his teens. He said that
Uncle Moses’ son Ahile (Hiram H. Upchurch, b. 3-16-1844, hence four years older than Shell) made him
work too hard. Shell joined a group of Confederate soldiers moving through Wayne Co. He went to

e Cumberland Co. He first became a water boy with the Confegerate Army. When old enough became a
soldier. After the war he walked from Burkesville, KY to Celina, TN. He was captured (probably by two
Union soldiers). They tied him up by his thumbs from a tree limb. He almost died, but was rescued by a
black man. Shell later found the two men in a tavern. He shot and killed both of them. Local people never
reported the incident. Shell went to the Obie River area in Tennessee and had swe famil'?s.-

Avather

First marriage: at age 17 Shell married Viola Bow, age 17, from Cumberland Co., KY. They had two
children; daughter Tina and son James Andrew.

Second marriage; married Sarah Eden, b. 8-25-1852, d. 3-30-1920. They had six children;
1) Ira, b. 1881, disappeared with no record after 1917; heard he was killed as a border guard on the
Mexico border, Lived im Okla hosee
2)  Herman, b. 9-3-1883, d. 2-19-1980. He also lived in Oklahoma. .
3) Claudis Ed, b. 4-28-1885, d. 2-26-1959; father of Herschel (Doc) Upchurch of Albany, K.
— 4) Maud, (Mandi), b. ? ; had three sons and one daughter.
5)  Pearl, md. Clark. Had six children in Celina, TN, 4 daughters and 2 sons.
6)  Margaret, (Maggie), had three children, 1 son and 2 daughters.
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