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By LAURI GRAY BUSIEK
: Sun Staff Writer
BAZETTE — The oak trees that
canopied the Bazette-Prairie
Point Picnic site Saturday were a
hit younger of limb when this com-
munity was in its hey day. :

Settled in the mid-1800s by the
Bazette family, who ran a ferry
operation on the Trinity River,
this town north of Kerens and 20
miles northeast of Corsicana was

once a busy mercantile and

religious center with stores, a cafe

and barber shop. Bazette is now,

except on the day of the picnic,
| merely a few homes and the Bap-
' tist Church.

But thousands of former
residents and their relatives have
ancestors buried beneath the
smooth, grassless soil of the
Prairie Point- Cemetery, and
many make an annual pilgrimage
to the picnic, a fundraiser for the
support of the cemetery. -

As many as 800 people flocked
Saturday from as near as Kerens
and as far as California to mingle
among the old plank tables for a
good old-fashioned food-fest out-
side the Baptist Church, the only
church that now meets in what
Navarro County ' History books
describe as once the county’s
religious hub. -

On this day, the year’s b1g event
for many of the locals, lichen-
laced boards nearly groan with
home cooking — casseroles,
briskets, pies, salads and enough
fried chicken to feed an army of
field hands. The feast meanders

through the trees and t the mmglmg
home-comers. While adults check
on the status of the family plot, the
children chase each other into the
nether parts of the cemetery. The
elders sit in the shade and sagely
observe their antics. »

It's always the same at “at the |
Bazette-Prairie Point Picnic, say
the locals. Today’s youngsters #
may wear their Jelly Bean sandals
with Day-Glo socks, and adults
may capture the occasion with a °
Minolta Maxim; little else about
the picnic has changed in the
90-some years since the first com-
munity members gathered for a
day of feasting and socializing in
the interest of the Prairie Point &%
Cemetery. E

Ralph Sharrer, 86, recalled com- °
mg to his first Prairie Point picnic -
in 1910 or 1911. “Not much has
changed,” he said, and went back
to visiting with his friend Pross i
Tramel, 79. Tramel’s parents :
came to Navarro County from i
Tennessee in 1888 and lived in e
Powell, DeArmond and Roane bee
settling in Bazette in 1897. Accor-
ding to Navarro County History, .
seven generations of Tramel's
family are buried in the Prairie

Point Cemetery. il :
‘Bringing in the green, the annual Bazette-Prairie Polnt pic-

CROSS - nic keeps the local cemetery maintained in the pink, says
R FERENCE * Sam Upchurch, president of the Bazette-Prairie Point
EFet ¢tk Cemetery Association. (Sun Photos by Lauri Gray Busiek)
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_the Baptist. Church, the only church still meeting in this
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UPCHURCH, JAMES H.
Cox. James H. Upchurch, son of Mrs. T. B. Upchurch,
Corsicana. Graduated from Kerens High School. En-
tered the Navy in 1943, training at San Diego and
Treasure Island, Calif. Served at Hawaii, Honolulu and
Guam where he is now on duty. Awarded Purple Heart.

The traditional third Saturday in
July (changed a few years back
from the traditional Wednesday
after the second Sunday), Satur-
day was exceptionally cool; a
respite from previous scorchers
that would melt your sno-cone
before it could meet your mouth. -

The sales of soda, ice cream,
sno-cones and novelties plus dona-
tions from visitors build the
cemetery association coffers.
“We'll take in around $6,000 to-
day,” said Sam Upchurch, Bazette
Cemetery Association president.

“That’s just from sales and dona-

tions at the picnic. “We’ll get
$3-4,000 through the mail.”
The cemetery association sends

out letters once a year ‘‘to remind
'em we're still accepting dona-
tions,” he said.

A day of gathering, eating, back-
slapping and reuniting with old
roots — one tradition that those
who go vow to never miss — the
Bazette-Prairie Point Picnic is an
old-fashioned sort of event in an
old fashioned kind of place.
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"Batch" Upchurch 58 had been
pu‘lled from ‘the: mnddy' Trlnity
shallows. and - the pickups nsed
to bring them tp the] river were
disappearing tqwa.rd.s Kerens
and the .setting sun_ ‘down { a
twisting, Ted, sandy mad g
. “Cotsicana Emers ori
was the “lettering ‘on- anoth‘ia"r,
alumi.uum g_mgg ~just - nllghtfj'(
hat ‘wa
only feet from the paf of coffee.
- It was-now over: 24:
since. Bummvpchm' had- d!s-
appeared- under. ™ '
SWiff ma.!n’cha.:in

f\(:

un‘eﬂi

water estimated
from . 25£0. 4%5 fa bpmywhe“

or 50-feef. deep.
be

sans‘milled' 'bou\‘. a. tabl v

‘High. with Food - Zawﬁg'
!a.mily; and-: “friends of Upchurch“j
and coﬂee ‘and . sandwiches
brought qn_ by . the Corsica.nar

umt o! the Salva.tion Army Sa.t-

gone as far as they could on
the west bank -Saturday, and

how]ed after _-Upchurch.  Ben
Hillhouse, 41,%of Kerens and
Ben's 15—year-old son, ‘John EA4,
ha.d ifallen ’ from' the = flat-bot-:
tomed skiff now- pulled ‘onto the
‘bank near. the pot of ‘coffee.” .

“Sam Upchurch, - brother of
But.ch rescued John Ed after
about five hours in a river-sur-
rounded  tree approximately 50

yards upstream from - where
Butch was last seen la.te Satu:v
day ternoon.

Sam’ related it this way: 'I'heI

trio hs.d gone out in the boat
nes

momlng ﬂsEing Sa{uraa o They
were motoring along when they
_maw'a squirrel in the numerous
|treeu along thia ‘streteh cr the
“Trinity. .

{ . The englne was stopped so
they could watch the squirrel
The swift currént  swung the
boat about and into a TOW of
fhin trees,. Bam urch said.
'1‘ e ee occupants tell into

the chilly water.”

Hillhouse helped his son Int.o
@ tree — a spot mar ed Sunday
TRorning E%" “the boy's coat atill
{rame . Upchurch
held to’ llmb.s for a long tima

e, was _we g wading .
and 'a. heavy coat and. a.ppa.r
,.cntly ‘eould not pull hnmselt up
Into" the limbs.

: Cm’t Hold On -".

| He held on for as long
gould," Sam continued. n -

tg]d the boy he was: go Tgolng to
havc to let go, he was so We

8- boy  Teca 1s . seeing ~him
lecuno ‘up once as the qwift cur-
ment swept him downstream.
i The. bov last saw ‘Butchs coat
come: to the surface, apparen y
‘still- on . Butch, but the man’s
"hea.d did not surface. That was
‘the last seen of him- and that
wag just betore, or during’ dusk
‘Baturdayy o 00U Rn

hachie, and hesides Leon
jrter’ and. -photograp
| c[!oIlum, sheriﬂ of Ellis'c

erland, Waxahachie,’ driving ‘the’
Roark, Waxahachie, “both "of -the Ellis county
emergency COrps.- (ﬁaﬂy Sun Photo :

N :t‘ 'il

¥ H.illhouse ma.na.ged to get =
‘hold on = log and Was almast to
the’ “west bank when he2 was

‘heard by Jerry SHe Iton_and—a-
nother EW Sam
|Upchurch. The two;‘ pulleﬂ the
uncqnsn!ous Hi]lhouse from the

m
roaﬂ-,.a.bout‘ha.lt a‘ mile from
where Hillhouse was pulled ‘to
gafety: He had an outboard . mo-

tor, 'in,khiu car and his boat was

a.lready moored at the ba.nk for

s!ternoon ﬂsh!ng._He 3
Hi

! fi 7. '8 coat

‘the -tree. then the boy who was,
sot wealk hé.was no longer cry—
JAng ‘out;, a.ccording to Sa.m. :
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vietim .
Upchurch, 54, Whose body. v
Tecovereds-two s dayss ago ¢in
“Trinity~River near .the. spot
‘where et drowned. salmost+a
month 'ago*»—- Feb. 13.-Two
Kerens festdenta, Ben I-IllBlénse
their. baht""‘ ‘.“"' ‘:

Note Of Thanks

e express our deepest grau-l
tuda “and ablding appreciation 0,
all fhose persons and groups who
alded in the search for the body'
of ‘our beloved’ W. B, “Butch"|
Upchurch.« The - Corps of Engi

neerw

Unit, . the Waco Coast
; . other Units ¢ from
w_mhacm Canton, .uunginn
tha Naval Helicopters,
88| tless’ friends wnra

gLpeN BERT W ”BorcN

'ﬂ et SM}
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*for - Butchi" Grappling
hnoﬁ}‘ were used #nd: the Arling-
ton group; had two’ gkin divers
svho decided not to make an ef-
fort: “becaus obtherﬁlwltt ‘cold
muddy. wa.ter and
treacherously, thick: brush and
underbrush in thu see;lon of the

Alglp'helplng were. thres g:;;e
wa.rdg,nl—-G.' . &hﬂhr WM

ergstrom, Fairfield; and,

Nze,k i}ersa.nau Deputies Har-

old 'fta*a.nd “C.-W. Blackmon

rom Oorsiea.ﬁa. Bherltfa de-

officers.
Marsha.u Weems, chief of the

Corsxca.na. Emergency . Corps,
said thaf the scatch would be
continued by atleasttws game
wardens who are, according to
Weems suppose to patrol. ‘the|
river in the vicinity of the ap-
pa.rent drowning until U’p—
chureh’s body is found. "

Upchurch’s family cons1sts “of]
his wife;- a daughter, .  Dorothy!
Valentine, “Mexia;  four si.sters,
Mrs. Tom Tramel, Kerens, Mrs.
G. C. Watt,” Bazette, Mrs. Fred
Tra.mel ‘Corsicana, Mrs. M. B.|
Howell, Waco, three ‘brothers:
Tommy - and. R._J. of Kerens,'
and Sam, “of Stantun- two grand-l
ch.ildren. and other relatives.;

' Helicopters Help

Also helping in the search was

the' . sheriff ".'of Ellis - County,
Wayne - McCollum, and Na.vy
helicopters.” -
"~ The pot of coffee 1e£t nes.r
the bank Sunday evening, and,
more small than Ilarge -boats,
including the apparent death|
craft, and the Corsicana Emer-
gency Corps’ boat symbo!lzed two
feelings held by numerous per-
sons on the bank throughout-
the day Sunday. .

. One, the desperate hopa ‘that
Bubch Upchurch might be found,
and, that the coffee would be. of
comfort to anyone. still Iooking
for him. The familv had asked
the ‘emergency corpsmen to call
off the search again at dugk Sun-
day. The corpsmen,’ all & vom.u-
teers, have regul

turn to Monday. ; N
:The second" feeling we.s‘ tha.t
the'small boats were vaﬁtly ina
dequa.te for thls sort of ''se:
work.; .. e
| A pathet{:; tina.l notefto
‘day’s brave but unsuccessful ef-
Torts was the pulling away by a
wrecker of the CEC's 1949 rescue
truck. which- threw a- rodh-‘ on
the .way to the scene. ® ' *
., ‘John' Hillhouse stated Sunda.y
@t Memorial' HOE’E“—BJ where he
and his father were.broug!
a Paschal ambulance *I:h'a.i:ﬂ.i e
trio were in a motorboat snd as
they pulled the craft into

ways. ﬂned with = wate and
sank, throwing them into the
ey floodwaters. T- - S

r:

: 1 John and his father reached

j‘*Sunday, ,rés-
cua 31% m n sesru !

“the. ‘éhs?tﬁaei dnd the' ahallows-‘

safety in a trea and the father
iadmonished his son to get ] h!gh—
er in the tree and stay there ‘as
he sought to make his v_va.y to
the shore and: safety.t 3 g ]

Mrs. Hillhouse,. wita of‘ :Ben
and mother of John, aa.id-‘-lher

icy stream and fought his\wa
toward tha bank,and uatety,~ but
became so cold beforagreaching
the bank that he gra.bbed a. tree
wheére he la.psed.,lnto uncoggﬁ-

Mra. Hulhouse “ufld
band, Upchurch ‘and &'
ends had plann!:frl squl
in the Bazette area on ‘a ay
night ‘and had ‘8 trot-line in ‘the
slough that 'theyéwere
for ‘fish, In_the ‘meantime,
river hﬂdnﬂ!eﬁ, Sha l&t
son rode. his' motorscooter
Bazette after school Friday af-
ternoon to join his father.

Corsicana police departmeut,
and  Emergency’ - Corps
from. Corsicana,” Athens, Waxa-
hachie, Ennis. and  Kaufman,
and scores and scores of others
\joined in the hunt, for the miss-
|ing- man all night Sa.turday and
Sunday, © - - - | i

A ‘McCammon ambu!ance B.!J"
swered t.he call Saturda.y af’cer-4

of- tha Hmhousaa to tha hos—‘
plhﬂ s 3 E

Ma.ny triends a.nd a.cqua.mt—
ances of the Hillhouse: family
called 'at the hospital room Sun-
|day- afternoon ag the: news oi
the- tra.gedy spread..
, The’crest. of the 'l‘r!nlty river
ﬂo dis lcheduled to be reached
a.t Trlmds.d., Monda.y, “several
mﬂas downstream from the
scena ;oﬂ;, the capsizing of :the!
board, and . some’ officialy -have
expressed tha fear that u:n.less
Upchurch'sibudy is - ]odged !.n
some drift. or agalnst a tree it
may b - round, some’ dmta.nce
dowustream after. ' the- flond~
waters subside. S5

Daputy Pitts reported Monday
attemdon that the river is drap—
ping, 50 much 50 - tha.t boats can-
not_be put- in where: they were,
launched Sunday. “It's too mud—
,dy” he ‘explained. .~

Ppit s, a.nd Sheriff Rutus Peve—
e were An the vlcinity of the
‘accident Monday morning. 'De-
puty. C.'W. Blackmon® rema.ined
‘there. to the after,noon.
: Ps

was among those ‘being ‘used in’
.search, Pitts’ sgid.,'.[‘h.is Leraft
unched near. the highway

go n;mghway 3i-at Trini-
dad w]:icﬁ is approx:mately 25
wf;; ‘miles downstream from
e a.ccldent oc.cm;red Sat-
urda.y momlng', a.ccording to the

i1 " March9, 1965 ‘.*jfij'.?rf‘;
AD as Joe.

o

Yates,anlga@ 'became,&the
drowning victim to lose his his
“in newly. opened Lake: Nav
Mills over the past weekend.

xoql;l}, Tho ﬁs

LONG VIGIL—Lynn Allen Warren, aged 7, of
Kerens, is shown with back to camera while
waiting for some word about Butch Upchurch
who dlsa.ppeared Saturday in the floodwaters
of the Trinlty The. side of the death boat in
visible to the right of boat facing bank.” Up-
church's dog is shown in forgeround. Tolpmy Up-
shurch, Kerens, Route 1, brother, and Sam Up-
church Stanton, brother in dark clothes “and
sitting are shown. {Da!y Sun Photo)
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Sam Upchurch .
Sam Upchurch Sam Upchurch, 83, of Kerens
= die%azngt{géhm}é’ﬂseaﬁggle{ %)r?ﬁ died August 13 at Heritage Oaks
Nursing Home in Corsicana. . Nursing Home in Corsicana.

)

Visitation will be Thursday

from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Paschal
Funeral Home.

Services will be held Friday at
10 a.m. at the First Baptist
Church with Rev. Thomas Rob-
bins, Rev. L.L. Conner, and Dr.

David Hale officiating. Burial will .

follow at the Prairie Point Ceme-
tery.
Pallbearers are Billy Upchurch,

g+0+ O Blair Watt, Gerald Tramel, Foy
g+ g Brown, Don Blackburn, Luster

d
A

Ray Tramel, Jerry Crocker and
Travis Parrish.

" Mr. Upchurch was born May
12,1914 in Bazette. He was a vet-

eran of WW II. He was retired -

from Humble Oil Co. He was a
deacon at Bazette Baptist Church
for many years.

. Mr. Upchurch is survived by
his sister, Willie Faye Howell of
Ft. Worth and a number of nieces
and nephews. .

. Arrangements by Paschal
Funeral Home of Kerens. '

Visitation will be today from 6 -
to 8 p.m. at the Paschal Funeral

Home.

Services will be held Friday at
10 a.m. at the First Baptist
Church with Rev. Thomas Rob-
bins, Rev. L.L. Conner, and Dr.
David Hale officiating. Burial will
follow at the Prairie Point Ceme-
tery. - )

Pallbearers are Billy Upchurch,
Blair Watt, Gerald Tramel, Foy -
Brown, Don Blackburn, Luster
Ray Tramel, Jerry Crocker and

rrish.
Tr%lzllf %%church was born May
12, 1914 in Bazette. He was a vet-
eran of WW II. He was retired
from Humble Oil Co. He was a
deacon at Bazette Baptist Church
for many years. .

Mr. Upchurch is survived by
his sister, Willie Faye Howell of
Ft. Worth and a number of nieces
and nephews.

Arrangements by Paschal
Funeral Home of Kerens.
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Upchurch Dana J acksonwlle X

Upchurch David G 22007 Western Hills Ct . Katy TX 77450-3828 713-392-6503
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