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34,419&‘(’ Dv . PE’QAV
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Melva Henninger
4023 S. US Highway 231
Greencastle, IN 46135-8707

Dear Ms. Henninger:

Thank you for your inquiry regarding SOUTH FORK
COUNTRY. Unfortunately, the book is presently out of
print. However, the National Park Service is seeking to
have it reprinted for sale in their visitor centers, so
perhaps in a year or so it will be available again.

To respond to your question, most immigrants to the
Little South Fork region of Wayne County travelled over the
Southern Ridge Trail. This road, which was essentially just
a path through the woods, extended from where present
Jellico, Tennessee is westwardly to Parmley's Station, on
the Little South Fork River. Parmley's Station became
Parmleysville. Some later immigrants arrived via
the Somerset-Monticello Road, but the early settlers who
came to the Little South Fork prior to 1805 used the
Southern Ridge Trail. It is possible that some could have
travelled over the Tellico Trail from present Kingston,
Tennessee north until bisecting the Southern Ridge Trail,
but this would have been a hazardous journey as many
Cherokee warparties used the same route. Of course, by the
time of George Upchurch's arrival, the Indian problems were
absent and roads much improved, so he could easily have come
to the Little South Fork from Monticello, through Elk
Springs.

It is possible that you may be able to obtain a copy of
SOUTH FORK COUNTRY on an inter-library loan. Check with
your local library. Most major libraries should have the
book. - It was published by Harlo Press and copyrighted in
1983.

Thank you again for your interest and for writing.

Sincerely,

:Samuel D. Perry ;
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Travel Q&A
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1 would e % reirace 'y great.
M—amﬂfaﬂm’smﬁaﬁmhm
igrated to. the United States from Ul
ster in the mid-1880s. He settled in
Cynthiana, Ky., after going through the

Cumberiand Gap.. Any information.on:

interesting sights, including bed-and-

bred(hsts,mddbeqmreuahd.lam
particularly interested in the Cum-

berlmd(:apuabouallﬁstonnll'ark.

The Wﬂdemess "Road was. the
route once folIowed as pioneers
made ' their “way" from Virginia
through Kentucky. Daniel Boone
and a group of 30 men, armed
with axes, marked part of the
trail: through the Cumberland
Gap in 1775. Most. of these. trails
have long been covered with
modern highways, but by follow-
ing Interstate 81 south to Abing-
dqn, in  Virginia’s. southwest

?er “and then’ cutting across

Route 58 through the Cum-
beffand” Gap into Kentucky,
you’'ll get an idea of the route
that was taken. Order a copy of
the two-part PBS video “The
Philadelphia Wagon Road,” and
“The Wilderness Road — Shen-
andoah Valley Through the Cum-
le:!and Gap” (1-800-866-7425,
lts tompamon book for an in-
depth look at the sites along the
trail and its history.

DA) 25 TJ0C 999 srwozs,n

The Cumberland Gap National
Historical Park (606-248-2817,
Www.nps.gov/cuga) near dedle-
sboro, Ky., once considered the
doorway to the West, is situated
at ‘the borders of _Tennessee,
Kentucky and Virginia. From
1775 to 1810, between 200,000
and 300 000 people crossed the
gap ‘to get to points west, accord-
ing to the National Park Service.
The park includes the Hensley
Settlement, a restored mountain
community atop Brush Moun-
tain

Other nearby points of interest
include the Abraham Lincold
Museum at Lincoln Memorial
University, two miles from Cum-
berland Gap; the Southwest Vir-
ginia Museum in Big Stone Gap,
Va,; and, in Cynthiana, Ky., the
Cyntmana-Harnson County Mu-
seum.

Many B&Bs are along the I-81
corridor and in Abingdon. The
Monte Vista Bed and Breakfast
(540-445-4141) in Ewing, Va., is
outside Cumberland Gap Nation-
al Historical Park. For a list of
B&Bs in Virginia, contact the
Virginia Tourism Corp., (800)
759-0886, www.virginia.org.

For Kentucky, contact the
Kentucky Department of Travel,
(800) 225-8747, www.kentucky-
tourism.com.
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5. THE WILDERNESS ROAD

In a few years more, those of us who are alive will move
off to Kaintuck or the Mississippi, where corn can be had
for six pence a bushel and pork for a penny a pound. I do
not wonder at the rage for emigration. What do the bulk
of the people get here that they cannot have there for one-
fifth the labor in the western country. v

John Randolph (1813)

In between Indian-held lands in long
stretches of the southern forests and the vast terri-
tory along the Ohio River was “no man’s land,”
called by the Iroquois Ken-ta-kee, “among the mead-
ows.” It was a beautiful country where thousands of
buffalo, deer, and other game roamed. But there
were rivals for this rich land, and so many battles
had been fought for it, so many Indians had died try-
ing to gain it, that it had another name: “The dark
and bloody ground.”

This was Kentucky. No roads led into it—there was
only a mountain slash called Cumberland Gap, and
through it ran the Warrior’s Path, vanishing into
the wilderness. Few white hunters and traders had
ventured in, and of those who did many never saw a
white man’s face again. In New England, coaches -

© 43 o
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THE STORY OF AMERICAN ROADS

were rolling along the post roads, and Conestoga
wagons were rumbling their way over the' moun-
tains in Pennsylvania; but little was known of the
wilderness country that is now Kentucky.

In 1469, with two companions, Daniel Boone left
his frontier home in western North Carolina and
traveled into Kentucky. A trader had told him of
the wonderful game there, and of the rich soil. He
and his companions were captured by the Shawnees,
but escaped; the Indians later recaptured one of his
friends and killed him, and the other returned to
civilization with his hard-won furs and other bounty.
But Boone stayed on alone in Kentucky for two
years, exploring, living by his rifle, hunting and be-
ing hunted. He knew the country then as well as the
Indians had ever known it, and he wanted to bring
his family and make his home in this land of rich
earth and roaming game. .

For two more years Boone worked to gather col-
onists for his promised land. Finally the party was
ready: forty men, women, and children, driving be-
fore them grunting swine and herds of cattle into
the wilderness over the Warrior’s Path. At Cumber-
land Gap Boone sent his seventeen-year-old son
James with a small group to bring up a family wait-
ing to join the settlers. Indians attacked the little
group, killing all but two of them. The settlers

turned back, guessing rightly that an Indian war was
e 44 o

THE BEGINNINGS

beginning. Daniel Boone’s dream would have to
wait.

Meanwhile, the Transylvania Company had been
formed. Its aim was to develop Kentucky—twenty
million acres of it. The Cherokees owned the land,
since the Iroquois had given up their claim under
the Treaty of Fort Stanwix in 1768, and the company
wanted Daniel Boone to buy the land from them
and open up a road into the wilderness for settlers.
It was the Company’s plan then to sell parcels of the
land to the settlers. ’

With ten wagons loaded with red shirts, old mus-
kets, mirrors, and trinkets—ten thousand pounds of
goods in all—Daniel Boone bought the rights of the
Cherokees to Kentucky for the Transylvania Com-
pany. Twelve thousand Cherokee warriors, their
squaws and papooses, and twelve painted chiefs at-
tended the pow-wow. Feasting, speech-making, and
arguing finally ended, and Kentucky passed into the
white man’s hands. It was then that one of the chiefs
turned to Boone and said: *“Brother, it is good land
we have sold you but you will find it hard to hold.”

The Indian chief was right. It was hard land to
hold, and it was hard land to get into, for first a
road had to be hacked through the wilderness. This,
too, was Daniel Boone’s job. :

In the spring of 1445, with thirty men or so,
carrying rifles to shoot game and axes to chop trees

o 45 o




THE STORY OF AMERICAN ROADS

and underbrush, Daniel Boone set out to open a way
into the new land for the settlers who would: follow.
From Watauga, the site of the pow-wow, the road
led straight to the Cumberland Gap, where Ken-

‘tucky, Tennessee, and Virginia come together. From

the Gap they followed the Warrior’s Path for fifty
miles northward, clearing underbrush, cutting down
trees, blazing the way for others to come. Leaving
the Warrior’s Path, they veered to the west and fol-
lowed a buffalo trace from Hazel Patch. The road
was pushed on to the Rockcastle River.

The forest growth became more and more difficult
for the road builders after leaving the buffalo trace.
For twenty miles they cut their way through dead
brush and then through thick cane and weed in
what is now Madison County, Kentucky. Finally
they pushed through the canebrake and saw the
beautiful plains of the country, Daniel Boone’s
promised land. A member of the party, Felix Walker,
spoke of it as *“a new sky and a strange earth.”

When they were within fifteen miles of the site’

that had been chosen for the settlement, Indians at-
tacked. They tore into the sleeping camp, shooting
from the woods, swinging tomahawks. The road
builders grabbed their rifles and rushed into the
dark forest to fight from cover. Captain William
Twitty, shot through both knees, could not move.
His bulldog leaped at the Indian attacking his mas-
’ o 46 ¢
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ter and knocked him down. Another red man rushed
in and killed the dog, then both Indians vanished.
Both Twitty and his Negro slave died in the attack,
two men were badly wounded, and all were terri-
fied. They wanted to turn back, and would have but
for Daniel Boone, who would not give up.

After the Wilderness Road was cut through the
forest Boonesborough was built, and pioneer set-
tlers used the road to enter Kentucky. Two of them,
Boone’s wife Rebecca and daughter Jemima, were
the first white women in Kentucky. In the years that
followed the war a constant stream of pioneers
traveled over the Wilderness Road into Kentucky,
driving their tired cattle before them, urging along
the pack horses which carried their household goods.

The Wilderness Road was perhaps the most des-
perately gained and hard-fought-for road in the his-
tory of our country—and one of the most important.
Only fifteen years after its completion there were
seventy thousand people in Kentucky!l By 1800
more than 220,000 people lived in the land that
so recently had been a wilderness.

Daniel Boone, hunter, woodsman, Indian-fighter,
had made the settlement of the new land possible;
but he didn’t like so many people around him. “Old
woman,” he said to his wife, “we must move. They
are crowding us.” And so, in 1798, the Boones left
for Spanish lands in Missouri.

o 47 .
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BOONE, Danmer (1734-1820), American
pioneer, born near the site of present-day
Reading, Pa.In 1753 his family settled at Hol-
man’s Ford, on the Yadkin River, N.C., and
in this primitive settlement Boone received
some schooling and became a skillful hunter
and trapper. He served with the forces led by
the British general Edward Braddock in the
campaign (1753) against Fort Duquesne dur-
ing the French and Indian War. Subsequently
Boone developed an ambition to explore and
settle the wilderness around the Kentucky
River, and in 1767 he made the first of many
trips into the region. On his most important
expedition (1769-1771) he explored eastern
Kentucky. He began the trip with five com-
panions. The entire party was captured by
Indians in December, 1769, but Boone es-
caped. Joined by his brother, who had set out
to find him, he built a cabin near the site on
which Boonesboro (Ky.) was later estab-
lished, and the two men lived in the wilder-
ness during part of the winter of 1769-70.
Boone attempted to lead settlers into the re-
gion in 1773, but was forced to turn back by
persistent Indian attacks. In 1773, having been
engaged as the agent of a Carolina trading
company to purchase land in Kentucky, he
built a stockade and fort on the site of
Boonesboro. During the American Revolution
the community suffered repeated Indian at-
tacks instigated by the British, and in 1778
Boone was again held captive for a time by
Indian raiders, but the settlement was eventu-
ally established as a permanent village.

During the early 1780's, Boone was forced
to abandon his claims to the land around
Boonesboro because of invalid titles. He leit
the region, and from 1788 to 1798 lived near
Point Pleasant, Va. (now W.Va.). About
1799 he settled on land near St. Louis, in
present-day Missouri, and remained there un-
til his death. The region was then under the
authority of Spain; in 1803 it became United
States territory as part of the Louisiana Pur-
chase, and in 1814 Boone's claim to the land
he occupied was confirmed by the U.S. Con-
gress in recognition of his services as explorer
and settler. Aiter his death Boone came to be
regarded by the American people as a model
of the typical pioneer, characterized by such
traits as personal courage, an urge to extend
the limits of the frontier, and skill in wooa-
craft and marksmanship. He was elected to the
Hall of Fame for Great Americans in 1915.



cefyY FoR .
§MUEL ¥ ‘ IOEﬂ‘&\j

CEDCHAPRT AL FILE — 14T AN

July 15, 1999

Melva Henninger
4023 S. US Highway 231
Greencastle, IN 46135-8707

Dear Ms. Henninger:

Thank you for your inquiry regarding SOUTH FORK
COUNTRY. Unfortunately, the book is presently out of
print. However, the National Park Service is seeking to
have it reprinted for sale in their visitor centers, so
perhaps in a year or so it will be available again.

To respond to your question, most immigrants to the
Little South Fork region of Wayne County travelled over the
Southern Ridge Trail. This road, which was essentially just
a path through the woods, extended from where present
Jellico, Tennessee is westwardly to Parmley's Station, on
the Little South Fork River. Parmley's Station became
Parmleysville. Some later immigrants arrived via
the Somerset-Monticello Road, but the early settlers who
came to the Little South Fork prior to 1805 used the
Southern Ridge Trail. It is possible that some could have
travelled over the Tellico Trail from present Kingston,
Tennessee north until bisecting the Southern Ridge Trail,
but this would have been a hazardous journey as many
Cherokee warparties used the same route. Of course, by the
time of George Upchurch's arrival, the Indian problems were
absent and roads much improved, so he could easily have come
to the Little South Fork from Monticello, through Elk
Springs.

It is possible that you may be able to obtain a copy of
SOUTH FORK COUNTRY on an inter-library loan. Check with
your local library. Most major libraries should have the
book. It was published by Harlo Press and copyrighted in
1983.

Thank you again for your interest and for writing.

Sincerely,

\57417 S

Samuel D. Perry
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Chapter 12

“A very great error”,
the Battle of Mill Springs

The state of Kentucky remained
faithful to the union of states in that
it did not officially withdraw from
the Union.. As a state, it did have
supporters of both the North and the
South. It was alsq one of the states
that permitted the practice of slav-
ery. With the two opposing forces—
slavery and loyalty— there was
-dtternpt to adopt a policy of neutral-
ity. . ) :
. There was enough support for
the South that 116 delegates, mostly
from the eastern and central parts of
the state, met in a convention on
November 18-20, 1861, in
Russellville. and establish a provi-
sional. Confederate government of
Kentucky. - '

*  Both North and South had a
gresence in the state in the early
months of the war. Camp Clay in
Qhio" just opposite Newport,

Kentucky, -and Camp Jo Holt in -

Indiana just @ opposite Louisville
were:- built by the North. The South
had troops stationed within 50 yards
of the Cumberland Gap. :Both sides
gained volunteers from the state. In
the fall of 1861, the Confederates
took Columbus which led to the
Union taking Paducali and things
Were peaceful for a- while..."not
- ifivading: was the order of the day”
even though there were some small
skiripishes “in November = and
Decémber. -
. -The following year, 1862, was
niot to be as peaceful! ‘
centucky was desirable to - the
posing troops-the Louisville & .
Nashville -Railroad
Jumberland River.
T ‘Both were: important means of
transportation for troops and sup-

plies. When it seemed that one side |

or the other. was gaining the advan-

There were two main reasons '

_and. the !

- Zollicoffer was a man of distin-

;}uished character from Columbia,

ennessee. He had served as a news-
paper editor and was active in the
Whig political party. He had fought
it the Seminole Was as a first lieu- -
tenant and was a member.of the U.S.
House of Representatives from 1853
ti}l 1859. - '

_On July. 9, 1861, he entered the.

Confederate Army as a brigadier

| general and was given command of

the District of East Tennessee,

| Department Number 2 with the
. order to “preserve peace, protect the
" railroad, and repel invasion”. -

.“Although his main responsibil-

" ity seemed to be the protection of the
i Cumberland Gap, he moved his
1 force of 4,000 troops into the Mill

Springs area in late 1861. Mill
Springs at that time has been
described as “an area of family
farms, churches, schools, general
stores, various service facilities, and
of course the mill.”

“The area had an abundance of
crops and forage and offered a
strong - defensive -position, on the
bluffs high above the Cumberland.”

As'soon as Zollicoffer-arrived in .

Waynie County, he was- invited: by
" Captain Russell West to ‘occupyhis

 brick :home (The West-Metcalf -

| House) to be used as his official
headquarters. Zollicoffer could: not
have been more pleased because the
position was justiperfect for his use.
It would become base that he could
use to'plan and implemeiit attacks
on the Union army in central
Kentucky. . . -

" Zollicoffer had not been in; the
area for more than two weeks when
he divided his troops by sending
some of them to the northern side of
the Cumberland River near Beech
Grove: That would prove to-be “a

He admitted in a dispatch to
General A.S. Johnston dated
December 10, 1861: *I infer from
yours that I should not have crossed

. the river, but it is now too late. My

means of recrossing is so limited, 1
could hardly accomplish it in the
face of the enemy.” Zollicoffer’s
superior, Maj. Gen. George
Crittenden, arrived at Beech Grove
on January 3, 1862 and assumed
¢ommand of the troops. In the mean-
time, Union troops under the com-

‘mand of Brig. Gen. George Thomas

saw an opportunity to strike the
divided Confederate forces and he

. marched his 4,000 Union soldiers to
"Logan’s Cross Roads, ten miles
" north of Beech Grove.

On January 18, 1862, General
Crittenden advised Gen. A.S.
Johnston from his camp at Beech
Grove that he was threatened “by a
superior force of the enemy in front,
and finding it impossible to cross the.
river, I will have to make the fight

tage, .neuﬁa_l,i_t_ygvas shattered!
.. The war for, Kentucky: was- on.
: X f@gffe,;g:"‘
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very,gieat error.” .




on the ground I now occupy.”
Historians describe the early hours
of January 19, 1862, as a “rain-
soaked, dreary, January day.” A
Union soldier described the weather
in the immediate area as being “our
coldest weather, freezing the ground
two inches deep

“Despite the weather, the stage
was now set for a battle. In the early
morning hours of January 19, 1862
the battle began. .

General Crittenden knew
Thomas’ troops were in the area and
decided that his best defense was to
attack the Yankees. He gave the
command to attack not knowing the
Union General A. . Schoepf, had
arrived to reinforce: the Union
forces. This lack of information was
another “very great error” on the
part of the Confederate leaders.
The battle began soon after daylight
on the 19 of January led by General
Zollicoffer as he led the Nineteenth
Tennessee into the battle. Initially it
appeared that the Confederate troops
were going to prevail. - .

 The first unit it hit began to
retreat.: Excitement ran high and
with the smoke of the battle and the
limited- visibility of the early momn-
ing fog Zollicoffer mistakenly rode
into the enemy lines. It appears that
he mistook the Union forces as his
own and commanded - Colonel
Cummings.to cease firing' because
he thought Cummings was firing on
the Southern troops. In reality,
-Zollicoffer found himself to be in
the midst of Union troops! Colonel
Speed S. Fry of the Union armyis
..credited ' with firing the fatal shot
into the. body of Zollicoffer causing
his death S

The situation was immediately
realized and General Crittenden
later wrote the following report to
describe what happened after
Zollicoffer was shot: Very-soon the
enemy began to gain ground on our

left,” when General Carroll, who
was at that .point, ordered “the
Nineteenth Tennessee, now - com-
manded by Lieut. Col. Frank
Walker, to meet this movement of
the enemy, . and .moved the
Seventeenth Tennessee to its.sup-
port, The Twentyeight, T 'wenty-fifth
and Nineteenth Tennessee were dri-
ven back by the enemy, and while
. reforming, in the 'rear, of the

e e e e i S

check the entire right wing of ‘the
Northern army. For an hour now the
Fifteenth Mississippi and Twentieth
Tennessee had been struggling with
the superior forces of the enemy.”
The battle was lost after three hours
of fighting. The Confederate sol-

_ diers were - unable ‘to use their
artillery because of the muddy con-

. dition of the battlefield and their
flintlock muskets were rendered
useless in the rain.

: . Those conditions along with the
death of Zollicoffer completely
demoralized the troops. General
Thomas ordered a bayonet charge
and the Confederates retreated in
confusion and panic to their camp at
Beech Grove. Sgt. .Samuel

. Mcllvaine, a Union infantryman

who fought in the battle wrote to his -
family: “As we followed them up to-

their camp, we had hardly started
when it became evident they had
made a perfect stampede, wagon
loads of blankets, haversacks filled
with provisions, were left strewn
along the road for miles. As we had
started without breakfast, we made a
hearty meal form theirs.”

Night was upon the troops and
General Thomas felt the Rebels
were trapped by the river and decid-
ed to wait till daylight to press the
fight. Sgt. Mcllvaine continues:
“We approached their camp near
sundown; our [artillerymen] fired
their guns and threw a few shells
into their camp.

They replied by two or three
shot; as dark came on‘we ceased fir-

.ing [and] lay on_our arms until
| morning.” He continues:” “It was
suspicioned during .the: night that
they were retreating across the river,
. as soon as it became light this was
cconfirmed. .o . (.

‘We could seguthem :crossing
with a small steamboat, some swim-
ming ‘their’ hotses.-The: guns ‘were
' fixed ofi the boat.and soonit was'in

flames; We staited” for their camp
about a mile [away], found.but one

livingman in it~ ,
Al of their cannon, fourteen in
number; about: 30 wagons and over
1,000 horses and mulés fell into our
hands; In' their shanties* (evidently
_prepared for wintering) we are now
“snugly enSconced, where we found
everything ready. to.our hands for

<99 .

‘livingy’

Py

X

the fiercest of the war. Union casu-
alties were: 39 killed and 207
wounded. The Southern forces suf-
fered 125 killed, 309 wounded, and
99 missing.

The route of retreat for the
Confederates would lead them past
the mill at Mill Springs, down the
pike to the old Isaac and Russell
West house and through Monticello.

Mary Metcalf would write that
many of the Confederate soldiers

would be treated at the West house
and some would die and be buried in
the family cemetery. = .

The Battle Mill Springs was the
first in a series that destroyed the
Confederate line of defense across
flcl):tller_n Keélmcky and would allow
t nion troops to ¢
into Middle Tem&eseea’ngng:urryaf
It is a battle that has forever feft its -

mark in Monticello and Wa
County. ' e
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Chapter 7

By I-IARLAN OGLE

Kentucky became thc fifteenth
state in the union of states in 1792
after much deliberation and effort by
representatives meeting in Danville.
With the official desxgnatlon as a
commonwealth, it was a natural
political process for the creatlon of
counties and cities. ;

The following act was passed by

the state legislature on December’

13, 1800: “All that part-of Pulaski
and Cumberland included within
following bounds: Beginning at
mouth of Indian Creek on
Cumberland River and running by
James Sanduskie’s cabin to the road
that leads from Captain Thomas
Johnston’s to Major. Alexander
.McFarland’s on Indian Creek;
thence to top of Popular Mountain;
thence with same until it intersects
State line; thence east with said line
so far that a north line will strike
Rock Creek on ‘main South Fork of

Cumberland River; thence down the
same to the beginning:shall. be one ..

district and called and known by the
name of Wayne.”

"With that act, Wayne - County
came into existence.

The boundaries did not remam
exactly as dictated by thé act since
some -of the otiginally  designated
land was given to some other coun-
ties and some other county lands

atile-o
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 were glven to Wayne County. But a
new county had ‘been- created and.
" now it was-up to the citizens to help

it grow and develop into a proud part
of ‘the great

The new county’s namesake was
none other than “Mad Anthony”
Wayne, a
Revolutionary War, hero. who had

: Just died in 1796.

" General Wayne was chosen by
Presxdent George Washington to
avenge one of the worst defeats that

the United States has ever suffered

at the hands of the Indians.
Six" hundred soldiers had been

‘killed in that battle and Indians con-

tinued to do serious harm to the peo-
ple in Kentucky. General Wayne
and approximately 1,000 soldiers
faced about thirteen hundred Indians

‘and. some Canadians near. Fort .
..Miami on the Maumee R1ver, near

present-day Toledo, Ohio. -
.Many of the soldiers fighting
Wxth ‘Wayne: were_ from Kentucky

and ‘had: considérable’ &xperience in -
‘Indian- warfare, The Wayne forces

defeated.the opposing enemy in less
than an. hour.

defeat of the. Indians in the
Fallen Tlmbers ended most
of the Indian danger.in Kentucky.
Only isolatéd incidents occurred fol-

: lpwmg the successful: battle: waged
by “Mad Anthony” Wayne and hxs

commonwealth
: Kentucky was becommg

* well-known

Kentucky troops.

" With the state leglslature s act
establishing Wayne County, it was
now - up to the citizens to form.a
county government. It -would
become- evident in the early stages
of this process that there were hardy
souls who would be qualified to fill
those positions. '

' Many of the soldiers fighting

with Wayne were from
. Kentucky and had
*considerable experience in
Indian warfare. The Wayne
forces defeated the opposing
enemy in less than an hour.

One of the first decisions ‘to be

“made was the location of the seat of

government” for the new 'county.
Since there was. already a sizable

population in both the Mill*Springs .

and the Parmleysville area, each
thought they were the natural
choice.

A compromise was wox‘ked out -
and the decision was made to locate

 the government in a central-location
- near Elk Creek and the clear springs

that surrounded it. In 1801, “a track

~of public land was set asxde for: 4;.

town site and on February 13 1802. :



William and James Beard, Hugh
McDermott, and Henry Beason
made title to 13 acres‘of land adjoin-
ing the public ground upon which
‘the court established a town.”

Upon the completion of the sur- -

vey of those 13 acres by. Joshua

Jones, Monticello, Kentucky was.

officially’ “born” on January 19,
1802. :

four families (27 people) living in
Monticello at the time of its estab-
lishment. (Only 37 families would
call Monticello “home” as late as

1810.) Micah Taul, appointed the -

first. clerk . of the .county ;.courts
before he reached the age of sixteen,
named the new county seat
“Monticello” after the name of
Thomas Jefferson’s home in
Virginia. .

A Quarter Sessions court com-
posed of Samuel Newell, Hugh
McDermott, and Isaac. Chrisman
‘were: the first county leaders. This
Quarter Sessions court was later
changed to a Circuit Court com-
posed of Judge Edward N. Cullom,
Charles Dibrell, Martin Simms,
James Jones, James Montgomery,
Raleigh Clark, James Evans, and
Samuel Hinds.

These men met in their first
meeting at the home of Henry
Garner ‘'in March, 1801. The first

courthouse was built soon after the .

It is believed that there were only

county was created. “Our 1st court-
house was conceived in June of
1801.- :

“Prior to this the county court
had been .meeting in the home of
Henry Garner. It was decided that

William Beard, a local citizen,
would be the contractor of this 30 by-

20 foot, two story long house to be

‘built in the center of public square.

“With minor repairs, this build-
ing housed the court members for
some 10 years.” It was to be built:
“Of hewn logs, 30 x 20 feet, two sto-
ries high, two floors, two doors, in
workmanlike manner.”

" ‘With all these preparations, the
new city and county was ready to
govern over its citizens. “In 1801
there were 401 white males living in
Wayne County. There were also 121
slaves and 749 horses, with a total of
not more than 1,500, ‘including
infants in arms.”” .,

As clerk of the court, Micah Taul

" was present on.those special occa-

sions when the settlers would “go to
town” for court days. He has left us

with this description of the residents

of Monticello and Wayne County:
They were “principally of emi-
grants, from Western Virginia and
East Tennessee; they were a rough
hardy race of men, very large and
stout, and altogether an excellent
population for a new country. . -

“We had monthly meetings of

the people. Everybody came to

court, and ‘the day was spent in
drinking, fighting and jollifying just
for fun. There were a few horse

‘thieves, but the great mass of the

people were honest and every way
to be depended upon.” .

" The fact that these early citizens
were people that could in “every
way to be depended upon” is evident
in the growth of the tiny community
of Monticello and Wayne County.
Robert Qatts soon opened the first
tavern in Monticello. B

" Rhodes Garth, the first lawyer-in
Monticello, opened up the first
school-in' 1807 and was the, first
school teacher. o .

William Simpson, an outstand-
ing citizen and first minister of the
First Christian Church, taught the
first school for black children at the
Little Flock Church near. Shearer
Valley. ‘

Joseph Beard became the first

‘merchant. Joshua Jones opened an

iron shelter in the county and
became the first industrialist.

In 1817, a well was drilled by
Martin Beatty which resulted in
Wayne County being the site of the
first oil well in the nation.

It is back to this “rough hardy
race of men” that many of the citi-
zens of Monticello and Wayne
County proudly trace their ancestry.
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Monticello—The

county seat o
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By HARLAN OGLE
: Chaptér 8

A chapter of honorable and jus-

tifiable pride in a small south-central
Kentucky town began when William
and James Beard, Hugh McDemmott,

and Henry Beason “made title to 13,

acres .of land” and Monticello,
Kentucky, was established. Any
attempt to condense that “‘chapter”

of histopry into a few brief words bor-:

ders on the impossible. It is evident,
however, that any consideration of
that “chapter” must be done by a
study of the “human element.”

"~ With'that in mind we will con-
sider two of the personalities
involved in the early history of
“Monticello-County = Seat = of

"Wayne.” .Joshua Jones’ ‘influence

must be considered in the history of
Monticello. - I

After all, it was this noble gen-
‘tleman that, as a surveyor, “laid out
the town of Monticello, in 1801.”
Jones was born into a Quaker family
in Bucks County, Pennsylvania. His
Quaker -upbringing that included a

“non-combativeness” spirit: was.

abandoned by him so he could pro-
tect himself. from the dangers he
faced on ‘the frontier when he
engaged in his work as a skilled sur-
veyor of wilderness lands.

Joshua Jones was one of the:
Revolutionary soldiers who' settled.

in Wayne County as a result of the
land grants made:to the soldiers in

payment and appreciation for their.

efforts in the war. Jones had enlisted
in the militia in Virginia and had
battled  “British, Tories and
Savages.” “After- the Revolution,
Isaa¢ Shelby was sent by the gover-
nor of North Carolina to assist sol-
diers in locating bounty lands.
Joshua'Jones came with him as sur-
veyor. N

He surveyed and entered 400
acres of Elk Creek in what later
became Wayne County .and began

i'c;;}erﬁtion of an iron furnace at what -

still known as Furnaceé: Mountain

Helreturned to Virginia in*1794vsold "

his interest in the ironworks there
and returned bringing his wife.”

A lasting tribute is paid to
Joshua Jones by E. Polk Johnson
when he wrote: “Joshua Jones came
as a very early pioneer to Kentucky,
being a member of that plucky little
band which first subdued the virgin
acres of the new state, and paved the
way for present day advancement.
He laid out the town of Monticello

“in 1801, and made the first'surveys

of Wayne County. He was a promi-
nent man in his day and generation,

an influence for good in the many
- sided life of his time.” o
Augusta Phillips Johnson pays .

tribute to Jones by saying: “Joshua
Jones-left an honored name, one his

numerous descendants are proud-to .

claim his remarkable physical
endurance, his study honesty and
tenacity of purpose, and a canny
thrift enabled him to wrestle from
the wilderness a sizable fortune for

Chis day. His descendants will be

found in every state in the Union
today.”

Monticello and Wayne County
continue to be blessed today by the
descendants of Joshua Jones. The

name of Micah Taul is introduced .

early in the history of Monticello for

it was Micah Taul that named the .
~town. . Micah Taul was born in
. Maryland on May 14, 1785, the

youngest of six sons.

.His father, Arthur, gathered his
family together and moved into
Kentucky when Micah was only two
years old. Their journey into the
“wilderness” met with the usual
dangers of frontier travel. Micah fell

‘into the Ohio River during the jour-
ney and was barely saved by his
father who jumped-into the river and -
_ rescued him. In addition, two family
slaves met their death when they.

were drowned.

The Taul family settled in the
Bluegrass area of Kentucky on a
farm just south of Lexington. Micah
grew up in a religious home and was

" fortunate to rec€ive a quality educa-

2

tion mostly frofh:His'oldest brothér,

Benjamin, who at 17 was already a
schoolteacher. Micah stated at one
time: “I cannot recollect when I
could not read.” The Taul’s became
a part of the aristocracy in the
‘Lexington area and Micah was
around people of means and reputa-
tion. He admitted of being “fond of
going to school, fond of learning.”
. Having decided to not follow in
the steps of his farmer father, and in
. 1798 Micah found a job in the Clark
County court “serving and writing
legal documents in the office.” The
work fascinated him! He made deci-
sions at this time that would follow
him throughout the remainder of his
life. He wrote: “Young as I was
then, 1 paid particular attention to
the speeches made at that court, the
first I ever heard, and I determined
then to be a Lawyer if I could.”
When Wayne County was
. formed in December of 1800, there
was a need for a clerk to keep
records for the new court. Micah
applied for the job along with 15 or
16 other candidates! The amazing
thing is that Micah was only 15
years old at the time! With a great
deal of confidénce in himself and
with letters of recommendation from
Robert Clark, the father of General
George Rogers Clark; the young
man ‘'made his way to Wayne
County: - : ’
- He had to compete with well-
known candidates from the area but
when the final vote was taken,
Micah “received: five votes of six—
a remarkable result considering that
an hour before only one of the six
justices was in my favor.” Thus, was
Taul 'selected to be-the first clerk of
the new county. About his age, he
said: “No question was made -in
- those days relative to the eligibility
of an infant to an office of any kind.
It is probably that others might have
been appointed when under age; but
I doubt if there. is another instance
either in Kentucky or elsewhere of
one so,young as I was:beirig appoint-
ed.” The ;J',efaddcr has:to sense that
there Was, indeéd, sbftie pride in the

f Wayne



appointment. It was in his position
as clerk that Micah was able to.make
the suggestion that “Monticello” be.
“thg name of the new county seat. In
1800, Thomas Jefferson was the
very popular President of the United
States . and everyone would be
acquainted with his home in
Virginia. “Monticello” was not the
only name being considered for the'
new town. There was a debate
among the members of the court and
some wanted to name the town

- “Jonesboro” after the Joshua Jones

family. . : ,

Taul, being an “outsider”; was
called on to settle the debate.
Needless to say, his suggestion did
not please the Joneses but they
remained friends with Taul. After
much effort, Taul did receive a
license to practice law. In 1802, he
married Dorothy Gholson and they
bought two lots. in Monticello.
“They were the first persons to
move into Monticello; Joseph and
William Beard, and Roger Oatts,

were already there when it was cre- -

ated.” :
The Henry Garner family could
have been residents-also when Taul
moved into Monticello and built a

"cabin and started a family of his

own. Monticello would be good for
Taul because socon he became a
wealthy man by pioneer standards.
He also served in the militia and
formed:a group of soldiers to help
the U.S. government take possession
of the Louisiana Purchase. He was
instrumental in" forming another
group of soldiers from Wayne
County to fight in the War of 1812,

In 1814, he was elected as a
member of Congress and resigned

‘his clerk’s job in Wayne County and

moved to Washington. It is interest-
ing that Taul later wrote: “The first
great error I committed was in vot-
ing for the Compensation- Bill, the
second was in removing from
Wayne County, and the third was in
selecting Winchester (Tennessee) as
my place of residence.” Micah Taul

‘will forever be remembered as one
of the great pioneers of Monticello

and Wayne County. - :
After leaving Wayne County, he
faced the early death of his wife, the
murder of a son, and the loss of |
much of his wealth due to his love of
gambling. He said: “I was too fond
of play not that I wanted to win, but"
it was an excitement that was pleas-
ant to me, and I paid for it dearly.”
Taul remarried and moved to

‘Alabama near the end of his life. His

misfortunes in life “left him embit-
tered for the rest of his life and he
died and was buried on his farmin
Mardisville, Alabama .on May 27,
1850, at the age of 65. L

In looking at the “humian ele-

_ment” involved in the history of

Monticello, we have only consid- -

-ered two of its courageous pioneers.

There are many more waiting for_
their stories to be told. These three
serve only as representative of those
who have contributed so very much
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i+~ The time'is 1620 and the place

* will come’to be known as Plymouth
Rock. A small ship is approaching
the shore with about 100 people on
board. . . ,

~"_ .The ship is the Mayflower and

“most of the passengers call them-.

; As.elvvwv “Pilgrims” because they are

‘Jooking for a place to build a new
+'life; They-find that place but it’s not
v-easy to live in'the fréedom they were

hoping to find because the mighty

British government-wants to keep
- them in subjection. - ; :

They, and others who followed

~them;, suffered that subjection’ for._.

156 years when on July 4, 1776,
‘men like John Hancock, Benjamin

'Franklin, and - Thomas “Jefferson -

'signed their names to a“document

-declaring.- “that- these - United

Coloniés -are, and. of right ought to
Ibe}- free -and ' independeiit states;

'(and) that they-dre absolved from-all,
allegiance £6 thejBritish" Grwn.
“That Declaratiop.of dndepetidence

led to_the Revolutionary ‘War -that
‘préduced some of -the greatest free-
'doit“fighters- thi§; world ‘has -ever
kﬂbwn_ it ‘ }\'- o :"’f.",'." PV

One of the battles of the
American Revolution was a battle
.called the Battle of King’s Mountain
“fought in the Carolinas in 1780: A--
group of “backwater men” as they
“were called got tired of hearing the
threats of King George and one day
quietly unhooked their horses from
the plows, provided their own provi-
gions, crossed the Appalachian
‘mountains and annihilated some of
<the best trained fighting men the
British had-at theircommand.' -~
After the battle these “embattled
farmers™ ré-crossed ‘the ‘mountains -
.and: resumed- their- plowing: Their
service had:been-entirely voluntary.
"They. received  no* pay,were for-
Wﬂgﬁmnm
y-went at..

nished no, rations,;.!
! arnts, or’ Squipment; Th
ir qwn) :

eXpen:
ty fdughtito
v p 3! .,m-?\“
-+ After many yedfs: .
| sarie-bravérmen leftitheir hotiesiin”
‘the Carolinas_*.and. ,_set't);g}d: in-
Kentucky, oy et T
‘- " At ‘about -the 7§é€mé‘;‘ﬁx§1e4‘souie
Virginians avent into the anlgwgst -
Territory with George Rogers Cl
and madg;that wildemess.a part 0!
the ne c§gntry,that‘)was:for‘mmg in-

the midstyof a war Jbeing: fought to




MyHo people” -gver ‘experi- + - Kentuck) “priof ‘to-fhie-tlose: of Ithe TANE
tefore. " KeVolutiondry ' War i 3¥7

(S

. those brave men soldierof the Revolutipn.™ =" © the parti

CUMAdy of  th :

returhedito settle inKentucky. = v .- ‘Anderson Quisenberry wrote, - shortly after the commen:
“When the_ first;soldiers. of the MIn _n‘qjs:tg;e:ig.th,e,p_rll,it;p,',’perhaps, “the ‘Waf, when he-was 23 :

révlyin entered our ares; it was - Are hefE 46 iany” déscetidants (of '~ age; that he Volunieered o

snﬁ a_pg_;t‘qf

Vi, TH i
( Reaky Couns

Jufiotiaty® soldiers; in propor- “War asa ptivate.
toi-ponlation; a :jqffKen,mIgfcy_,_ gu i"shggl,‘him‘s""lf
- QiidenbeRy goes: on to say that ° state "L slature
{hére’could*have been as manyas - ‘becaine a respegtes

-~ 15,000 veterans of the Revoly

)

and mistiof i ptssengers U
caiisé they are.looking for

i fﬂo
‘Bil

caflfhenselyes

grims"

riew life. Fhey find that plave but it’s Dishim ‘g ie”st
the freedom they were hoping to find - Fece ln & onticllg"and,,
nts tokeep o “?t‘c'anbé‘n-utl{ﬁﬂ]y shid

-, becauseithe.n ghtyg,Bntzsh government-wa
o phern in subjection,

id!that all !

S thidse mentand their FAmiliss lived |

‘

N

s ; Tives -of sacrifice an a took a’ great

.. In the %east™ the colqnies had  tionary War who eventually settled deal of ‘pride in"the ¢ontributions’
become {lid-thirtéen states:”In’ the. inKentucky. 7 o they 'made to “purchase,; Aierican
mind of thiany of the citizens'of these “We know that at least 46 of independence and’ liber& Some_of
states, they had run out of land and it those ‘vetérans settled right here in their Stories have been told and'are.
was becoming impossible to havea Wayne County. These honored  the basis of our rich heritage. Some

‘qi_xalityjlife -in the midst of such heroes practically controlled affairs  still need to have their stories

~ctowded conditions. in the state as long as they lived'and . researched and told. I

* A spirit of independence was were called upon to fill not only the At least one of these soldiers has
possessed by = almost - every highest but essentially all the public left us a' record: of his life- and
Ainerican and they had declared that offices of the state. . accomplishments and we might use

dence from- the mle. of the:" .- The, list’ of ‘soldiers moving to . him as a repl‘ctelslet}@itli:fff of the others

sindepen : . him a
" British - Empire. Not orily- had they 1 Wayn ountyand-receiving: Jand - 10 illustrate:
declared. their independence, they grants; imclude: “William -Bertram,’ “liveg
fought for and secured that indepen- - Joseph’ ' Brown, Fred . Cooper, . Isaac West had come to' Wayne
_dence in the war of revolution. -~ William Carpenter, Reuben Coffey, = County around 1798 and received a
- 'The United States finally: came : Pat Coyle, Peter.Catron, Fred Miller, - land grant in. 1780. That grant was
into existence and those states were - George: Decker,- Martin: Durham,. for land in the Mill Springs area. He
entitled to enjoy all the benefits that George Dabney, Rody ‘Daffron, ' was content with living in temporary
.come from such a struggle. The gov- | Abraham Hurt, ‘Conrad Henninger, shelter for a time but he was a man
emment sought to reward those who James Jones, . Thomas. - Merritt,’, “who",could dream and a man of
participated in the war by granting .. Charles Worfshafn,,-fesse‘,*Pow?rs,""'visibm‘» TR T R
| in + George Rogers, Isaac- Stephens, - - ; “That dream caused him to.“roll.
the. new “west” that included what ::James: per.:: “up his sleeves” and clear land for a
would become Kentucky. When :; Stephen Pratt, Isaac-West. .~ . = new. house, He would not settle; for
these . soldiers came. to ‘Kentucky, '+ We:*honor ‘those men. and -just any house. His would be 2 brick
they brought with thém laws, courts, - womén-who fought bravely for our . ‘house. The brick would come from
_ and “civilization”. =~ . * indeperidence. And; be assured there " his- own land and would be fash-
.. They also brought with them a - >were, those-women who made their ioned by his own hands. Those same
pride and a strong determination.to  contribution. - - brick would be placed into..strong
make the most of their new-found At Bryan’s Station. the women walls and those walls would become
freedoms. The significant differenice ~ of the soldiers went out inabody,in the first; brick -home in. Wayne
in these revolutionary soldiers and the face of an ‘enemy rumbering . County and the su;rtdur_xding]aré,a; )
the earlier long hunters was that the more than 500 and filled their buck- - Today the remains of that house
__soldiers came t0 be- settle ey wets with water at a'spring: to supply . - still stand-in Wayne County as-a'tes-
.were - not coming to hunt-fors W;Sawhiér)'fdﬁtheimﬁghtiﬂg{mma They v - timdny; touthe breed -of :memlpro-
months or years. They were/goriing - marched bravely back and forth with ¢~ ducedrin the- fierce war to-bﬁil'd;an!
:to. carve a home out_of the wilder-  songs upon their lips, knowing all ' independent nation ‘that would ‘be
ness. There were three major land . the time that-they. were " within ‘a; the “and of the free and the home of
f hair’s breadth.of instant and violent ~ thé brave™ 0
, ' S - The bodies of thes¢ courageous

eir::

the soldiers large pieces of land in

grants' made.in the Wayne, County

arean(1) /900 , gcres: 1o Genegal . death. > o _The bodies of these, !
George Rogers,Clark; (2). @unﬁ,mmeésemﬁ theses 46; pioneers lieburied Howiri‘the. hal-
“to AN ey Tribbles " Revolutit ,‘qary-soldie;nsi is'limited but lowed s'oﬂ’o'fMi‘)‘_'x_i,t,icg’ell’d-and‘-Wayn_e\
acges to Col, Thomas Young. what.we kiow of them is testimony County. They may be'gone but their
.. " 9ther smaller grants.yere.x 16! tHeir, gourage and .dedicatid: to . legady of ‘freedom lives on ifi the
ther soldiers.. It -is- said tiat’ “th Eduntry they foiight to bririg into ~ lives "6F the thousands. of  descen-

xistence. Powershyg, was mamed dant they bave left behind. -

“b&gdly ,speaking; every
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Attempts to.; make .lists. of

“firsts”.are many tlmes met with dif-
ficulty ‘and controversy. The person -

who puts forth an effort to prove the
place of the first permanent settle-
ment .in Monticello and Wayne

‘County is met with that dxfﬁculty ;

and controversy .
There are two p0551b1ht1es and
we, will endeavor to present. the
account of both and allow the reader
to reach his/her own conclusion. . .
Itiis the year 1775 and on a cold

February: ' day . Benjamin Price,

Nathaniel Buckhannon, .and Jerry
Pearce cross the Cumberland moun-
tains and follow the north side
Cumberland River to a site opposite
the springs bubbling up out of the
ground.. They-build a canoe,. cross
the river, and plant their feet solldly
on ground they - name Price’s
Landing.

The brave souls feel their labors
of travel and travail have been
rewarded when. they see. the great
meadowland that surrounds them.

But it’s still wmter and they must

ﬁl}d shelter. -

“"Redson almost dictates that they
go to the cave that would be known™

by i.every frontiersman—Hines

Cave. There they would spend lhe;_

the spring thaw.

Spring came and, in no time at
all they make their wdy to the
meadow and clear land for their
cabin that would become (in the
mind of some) the begmmng of the
first permanent settlement in Wayne
County.

Benjamin Price and his group
found their efforts to be wvery
rewarding because of the lush vege-
tation and the abundant game to be
used : for their  benefit and profit.
While  other. Kentucky -, settlements
like Boonesborough and Fort

“Harrod were experiencing occasion-

al Indianwattacks, Price’s Landing
was relatively a peaceful place to
live. Wi
Mr. Garnet Walker, preeminent
historian of Wayne County, says
Price’s. Station “was known to trap-
pers, surveyors, hunters, adventurers
and to settlers traveling up and down
the Cumberland River.

Here they came to secure sup-
plies, to seek information, and to
rest before . continuing their jour-
neys. Best of all, this fort offered
protection against 'Indian attacks. By
1779, Mr. Price:had a corn crop
plantcd here and the county’s agri-
cultural economy had begun. :

By 1800, the need for a fort had
'disappeared_and Price’s Station was

abandoned. It.faded from the land-
scape, but the land’ along :Meadow
Creek retained .the [name; Pncos
Meadow. for a long time.”

. The site of ‘the settlement ‘and
fort is believed to be directly behind
the: present day. site. of Tuttle’s
Chapel , United . Methodxs; Church
north of the Mill Springs area of the
county: .’

The fort: has been descnbed as

follows: £t originally, was a. large

rectangle surrounded by 'ajwaist-

high stone wall and, supposedly,

gilhsg?de of wood had been above
is

Pnceiremalned in the senlemerit

- until (1779 but by, that time it was.
. ewdent sthat the whlte man was in

ity !fﬁhrht! bae= st
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‘1n Wayne County

- remaining winter months waiting for < ‘Wayne County to stay.

_+  This_footnote concerning the
site of Price’s settlement exxsts

“The stones. were removed in the
1920’s and used in the construction
of a road: Only the foundatlon'
stones remain.” : :

As has been stated there are

some who believe Pnce s Landing
was our first pcrmanont settlement.
Another position maintains that the
- first permanent settlement in
County  was in .the P:
section of the county

 Wayne
arm]eysvﬂ!e

nd 7-’?5,‘,’Rober't

Some time aro

Parmley arrived on the south banks
_of the Little South Fork and built-a-
_blockhouse on a high point ‘over.

lookmg an'old Indian road. The traf-

fic on that much traveled trall almosl
insured the growth of the settlement. |
Early settlers included: Jeremiah |

““Burnett, John Dobbs, Smith Barrier,

o ettlefoont i Parmdysvilles
f ecoming the most impor-
le

Edward Dolen, Joseph Bell, William |
Koger, Alvm Koger and Ewell
Sharp

0ther famlhes. including ‘the
Gregorys, Dennys, Burks, Parkers,
Youngs, Ryans, and Keetons would
soon join ‘the . settlers at
Parmleysville. Together they would
clear the land, plant the crops, and
raise the cattle and prov:de protec--
tion - ‘from rovm.g bands of t
Chcrokees B T

ment in the Wayﬂe Coun}y

area Probably the best teshmony of‘
that fact is that in 1800 when Wayne
County was created, there was a

. “heated debate”. begween the com-

munity of  Parmleysville’ and
Monticello as to which of the two '
communities should be- named the

icountyseat ) 7‘ .f,_.-,

' Wayne County wi
ourage and sacrific h] spmt ofthese

; The debate srrroundmg the
question as to which of the two set-
tlements, Pfice‘.sT.-g-= Landing or
Parmleysville, was' the first in
contmue The |

lwgé in th ir
in. ‘-?
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RENNICK, ROBERT M. Kentucky Place Names. The University Press
of Kentucky. 1984,

Upchurch (Clinton County): uhp/cherch (Savage quandrangle, U.S.
topographic map). This settlement with extinct post office is on
Kentucky 2063, (old Kentucky 90) 3 mi north of Albany. The post
office was established on August 8, 1908, with Perry L. Brown,
postmaster. It was probably named for the area's first settler,
Ahile Upchurch, whose son Abe co-owned the local store with Brown.
The post office closed in 1940.

Reference: ' personal interview by author with Eva Conner, Albany,
Kentucky, March 22, 1979.
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RENN
Rennick, Robert M.

Kentucky Place Names
The University Press of Kentucky. 1984.

Upchurch (Clinton): uhp/cherch (Savage). This settlement with
extinct po is on KY 2063, (old KY90) 3 mi n of Albany. The po

was est on Aug 8, 1908, with Perry L. Brown, pm. It was probably.
named for the area's first settler, Ahile Upchurch, whose son Abe
co-owned the local store with Brown. The po closed in 1940. 1263.

Letters to the Author
1263. Conner, Eva. Albany, Ky. Mar. 22, 1979.
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Growing up on

Editor’s Note—1he following
was written by Oscar Franklin

‘about his days of growing up on '

: Otter Creek.

. I was born in LaSalle, 1l in
1921, and we-lived both in Illinois
‘and Indiana. The Depression came
“in the late 1920’s ‘and times were
hard and it was hard to make a living
in town with electric, water, rent and
food. ,
*  So, after the death of my grand-
“father down on Otter Creek in 1932,
‘my mother inherited the old home
place and my parents decided we
“might make it better in Kentucky on
“the farm. We moved back to
“Kentucky in 1933. It was quite a
‘change from electric lights and run-
“ning water to lamps and carrying
~drinking water for about half a mile,
“but we made it. ,

% Our wash water we got from the
icreek and in 1934, we had a drought
“~and water became so scarce our
Zspring went dry and we had to go
Zfarther to a spring that was just drip-
“ping. So, we would leave a bucket
zunder the drip-and go back later to
=get our -water and leave another
:;\blleCl.

£ Otter Creek was about 30 feet
“wide normally, but it dried up to
Zonly one foot coming through this
crevice. We could dip what we
“could with the bucket and finish fill-
“ing it with a dipper. I wished I would
have had a camera at that time to
~take a picture of the creek, but I did-
-n’t. But it’s just like it was yesterday
Zin my memory.

I enjoyed living down on Otter

.Creek even though it was hard
times. We were called “creek folks,”
and we were close to each other, just
-like one big family. -

i The creek bottoms were rich
ts0il and would grow good corn, no
ertilize needed. About everything
te corn; we had it ground into comn
neal for our combread, we fed our
orses, cattle, pig, and chickens with
corn. Even the crows and ground-
ogs loved it. 5

Otte

r Creek

Otter Creek at Zula, Kentucky - (the old Zula Bridge) was almost dry

on-October 13, 1988.

>~ To prepare our ground for plant-
sing we had to do it the hard way,

Zwith mules or horses. First, we used

fthe “turning plow” and then we lev-
<eled it with a “harrow” and then
ased the “bull tongue plow” to lay
off our rows and then we dropped
“the corn by hand in the rows and
wsed a hoe to cover it.

g When the corn was ready to |

sather, we hitched the team to a

o

e

wagon and “slip shucked” the corn.
We left part of the inside shuck on
the ear and when we got the wagon
full we took it to the crib. When we
needed a “turn” of com we would go
to the corn crib and shuck and shell
the ‘corn by hand and take it to the
mill and have it ground. Now, the
miller had to have pay for grinding it
so-he had a wooden box that he
would take out a portion of your
corn for his “toll.”
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Oscar Franklin’s family, The Bell family which was taken on Otter Creek in 1945. It was a family gather-

ing on Sunday afternoon at Uncle Sam Bell's home. Bell is in the front with the fiddle.

This picture was taken on Otter Creek in 1948 before Wolf Cr

‘And" then in 1937,/1 saw the

biggest tide while we lived on Otter

" Creek. It rained for three days and
fights and the water came to Ii%bgm‘ 1
“ 30 feét of our house. It came UPAWS .

“panels of fence in our garden below

our house. !
a.m. we hea

from our house was pretty steep, but
it had good timber on it and-what

. happened was a tree at the top of the

eek Dam was formeg.
Che third night about 2
heard a loud noise of timber.
ccracking. When it became daylight,
we-saw what it was; the hill across

he called. “Old Bounce” so he"tii‘ﬂg

hill, a good-sized tree, broke loose
from all the rain and cleared every-
thing in its path all the way into the
creek. This was certainly something
to see.

Our cook stove was a cast iron
step stove and was over in one cor-
ner of the kitchen. Over on the other
side, we had a sheet iron heating
stove. We never had a stove board
under it to protect the floor. We
went over to Mom’s cousin and
stayed all night and when we came
home the next day about noon and
the fire in the stove had caught up

.and with no protection under the
‘stove'it burned a'hole in the floor six

inches across and went -out. How-
fortunate. P '

The latch on our kitchen door
worked with a string pulled through
a small hole in the door. To lock the
door we pushed the string back
inside. When we came home, we
would take our knife and raise the
latch through a crack in the door
“really secure.” '

My older brother, Everette,
worked - for George Shelton who
lived about five miles down creek
from us for 50 cents a day. and his
room and board, which was not bad
for those times. - -

The hill across the creek from
our house was fairly steep, but tim-
ber grew on it and from home we
could see squirrels all over that hill.
The reason they multiplied so much
was because every family was like
us, no shells or guns to shoot them-
with. Some good squirrel dumplings
would have tasted mighty good. i
- So my Uncle Bob Bell-that lived
up-on top of the hill above us came_
up; with an idea how to get him a,
s;'q{l‘llTél'._He had a good squirrel dog

him to the woods and he treed a*
squirrel in a hole in a hollow tree, so
Bob climbed the tree and he put one



end of this small rubber hose. Then
he got his pipe and filled it with bur-
ley from his coat pocket and lit up
his pipe and blew smoke through the
rubber hose into the squirrel’s den.
When the squirrel started to come
down to the hole Uncle Bob got his
saw briar and twisted his tail so he
pulled him toward the hole very
slowly and when he got Him down
far enough he got a hold of his tail
and very quickly pulled him out and
hit his head against the side of the
tree. So uncle got him a squirrel.
My Great-Uncle Sam Bell was
an old time fiddler and many times,
especially on Sunday afternoons we
would gather at his house to visit
and play music. My Uncle Sam’s
fiddle was a lion’s head, the head of
the fiddle was carved into a lion's
head. They were special and worth
more money than the standard fid-
dle. He paid 75 cents for it back

years ago, his son still has it and it is.

probably worth some money now.

“Another musician who lived
down the creek from us, Murl
Thurston, played the guitar and he
would pat one foot single time and
the other foot double time. He also
played the harmonica and sang tenor
mostly.

My Uncle Bob, who got the
squirrel, was also a musician. He
played several instruments; the gui-
tar, banjo, mandolin and the auto
harp. He made him a little wooden
man with the hinged arms and legs
and put it on his auto harp and when
he played it and patted his foot the
little wooden man would dance.

My dad was-also a musician and
played what they called a potato bug
mandolin. The body of it was shaped
like a potato bug and also has stripes
on it. My father died in 1984, but I
still have his mandolin.

he got to the top, there was a bush

that was forked and that’s where he

put his sticks. They stayed there for
a long time after he died in 1932 and
us kids didn’t bother them. But they.
finally rotted away. He passed away
at his brother Sam’s place and is
buried in the Stop Cemetery next to
where 1 live now. '

I used to write him letters when
we lived in Indiana and he used a
leaf off the calendar for his writing
paper. He wrote with a pencil and he
also chewed tobacco, so ever so
often he would wet his pencil in his
mouth to make it write plainer, and
where he did this there would be a
little brown spot of tobacco juice.
But I enjoyed his letters very much.

Now, it was not all work for us.
We took time to enjoy ourselves.
We played music a lot. About every
Sunday afternoon we would all meet

Above—Zenas Denney, Franklin brothers Hershel, Raymond, and
Oscar are pictured in 1945 at the WSFC in Somerset, Ky. ‘

| Something else about my Uncle
Bob. When he was a young man,
about 1918, he was around this hill

they called “Indian Cave Hill” and .

“The Buzzard’s Den,” a place back
about 12 feet in the bluff where the
buzzards raised their young. So,
uncle was scratching around with
his finger near the Buzzard’s Den
looking for Indian relics no doubt,
and the dirt fell in'so he enlarged the
hole where he could get his hand

down in it.and-he felt something: It- -
was:an Indian skull and they had:a - -

flat fock over the grave’ 0 7
My grandpa Jim Curt Bell used

| to go over to his brother Sam’s and

visit quite often. It was about two
miles and he had to go-up and over
the. Indian Cave Hill and when he
‘got older he would get him two

| sticks to help him up the hill. When

at my Uncle Sam Bell’s and play
music. He was an old time “fiddler.”
We would also go fishing,
‘squirrel - hunting and swimming. [
remember as a boy we just wore
overalls and a straw hat and when
we were plowing “over” corn ‘and
got hot we would hitch the mule to a
tree or bush and oft we’d go into the
water without overalls on and we'd
go and plow until we "got dry and
we'd take another plunge in the
creek. ‘Keptcool that way: ;
. But'tiow the rich soil of the bot-
“tom land ¢ covered with water and
our homes are all gone. We realize
the benefits that the lake has
brought. The boating, fishing, swim-
ming, skiing, and the money that is
brought in by tourists. But our mem-

ories of living on Otter Creek will.

ever be with us as long as we live.
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ALL ON BOARD

A Bicentennial Tour
Of Historic Wayne County
KENTUCKY!
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This Collective Pictorial History By The Wayne County Historical Society
Is Being Printed In Connection With
Kentucky's Bicentennial Celebration
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SHADRACK ALLEN * SHADE * UPCHURCH
9/18/1844 - 12/4/1933
Was a soldler In the Unlon Army, Co. 1, 30th Ky. Regiment
At the time of the Battle Of Mill Springs, he was a Cpl. 5
and a mounted guard for General Burk, when General
Zollicoffer was killed.

CHILDREN OF MOSES MARION AND

AMERICA HUGHES UPCHURCH

Mosle Upchurch, John Upchurch, Thomas Upchurch
Effie U. Cooper, Betty U. Troxel, Mary Arco Ramsey

~ Sara Belle Upchurch

Lo .

Belle

rsh Pogue, Martha Lee Marsh Tumer, Nell Marsh Barrier
About 1910

~ Sara Belle Upchurch

~ Sara Belle Upchurch

o
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THE Md(ECKNII-'. M!].L ON }'.!.K SPRING CREEK BELOW GOLDEN YEARS

~Nell McKecknle Ragan

e

JOSEPH HURT M.ILI. DI.IN'I' PISGAH 1837 ~ 1964

~ Wilma Bumett

RANK.IN-TATE. MILL ON ELK SPRING CREEK BELOW TOWN

~ Historical Soclety

MILL SPRINGS, KENTUCKY

~Historical Soclety

IDHN BARRIER GRIST Mll.l. CODPERSV]ILE 1900

~ Woodrow Bell
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THE DR. O.M. CARTER HOSPITAL ~ LA
Was Located OnThe Left Side Of West Columbla Where

s s et
R BECAME THE CARTER-HOTEL
Laundrymat Building Is Now Located

~ Historical Soclety

.jff-‘:ll/fi#:' Cpasaine  DPil Sailes

DR. AND MRS. EDWARD BAYARD RICE

s e

DR. PERRY PARRIGIN (1890 ~ 1967)

DR. RICE (1898 ~ 1948)

~Elleen Parrigin

I ~ Historical Soclety
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MOUNT PISGAH CHURCH ~ 1910
Kneeling gentleman In vest Is Henry Hurt (1842-1924) « Some others In picture are Cal & Litha Smith, Mary & Martha Blevins

i ~ Martha Sloan

r

SHEARER VALLEY CHURCH OF CHRIST « CONSTRUCTED 1852 PARNELL BAPTIST CHURCH - EST. 1886

-~ Cladve Vickerv ~ Hazel Parmley



Courl House.
Monticello, Kx.

Turkey Rock,
near Monticello, Ky,

FOERy TNy

~Eula Denney




VIEW OF PIKE LEAVING TOWN NORTH ~ MARCH 28, 1907

. ) ~ Joshua Jones




POLITICAL RALLY TOWN SQUARE ~ 1820
Noah's Ark on comner, run by Mr. Burnett; Old Mark Harden Hotel beyond the court house and Ramsey Hotel. Mr. Kendrick's bank bullding on the right.

~ Historical Soclety
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Recalling days at the

old Stop School

Editor’s Note—Following is a
recollection of the old Stop School,
as written by Wayne County resident
Oscar Franklin.

If I remember right, my mother
told me that she went to a log school
house that set out closer to the road
than the other two buildings did.
Lula Poe also made mention of a log
school house. :

The last building was built in
1950, and the one before it, | have a
picture of a group of students and a
teacher dated in 1912. This is the
building that my wife Gladys and [
went to. T started in 1934 and went
until 1936 in the seventh and eighth
grades.

[ lived down on Otter Creek at
that time at the old home place, and
as we stepped out of the door we
began climbing this hill above us
first thing and it was about three
blocks long. It was a good two coun-
try miles from home to school.

We always looked forward
to Christmas time. The
teachers would treat us.

Stick candy was the main
treat in those days and

maybe the students would

get an orange or a
banana. I remember some
coming to get the treat
who hadn’t been there for
school most of the year.

The Stop School playground

was the favorite gathering place, -

especially on the weéekends. At

school, we played that was called .

“townball.” I don’t know how they
came up with a pame like that.

- When you hit the bali'they would get:

the ball and try to throw it in front of
you before you got on base. If %ze‘y

“cross out.”

I

" There was an old church build-

ing set near the road under two hff,g?:
oak trees and between the building
and the. oak trees is where we

py ealleddit

pitched horse shoes. i (3 /<\//T(
We ‘had some large stone mar- : ,—QM}L‘%MJ

bles we played with, one of the oak M_%J_/—é{/?«/ 0w S

trees .had a hollow root above

ground where we put the marbles Loada (,u) el

after we were done playing. -

We. played - basketball also. I 3/&/&/‘,, A
i L

remember our basketball was rubber

inflated with air and it would bounce
higher than a regular basketball. So,
when another school came to'play us

(

we would use their ball for the first i”' ol M. Z/f
half and ours the'last half. .. °

The school house had -two ) %
rooms with a sliding door between L. ‘%L’@ U

‘the two rooms. Everette Sloan was

my tead}er‘and‘Eya'_Ramsey—'si_é}ight : L ,Q/(7 a D{

the lowergrades in 1934 and Bonnie

Denney taught the lower grades in /. @/0 A [/{
E ,{,b@dc,{;’.. A4l



Pictured are (left to right): first row—Mary Roach, Iva Matthews, Charlie Bell Cheer Crabtreg, Litha
Crabtree, Lizzie Ramsey, Lizzie Upchurch, Dosha Barnes, Ella Barnes, Eva Sloan, Arthur Sloan, Donald |
Garner, Chester Garner, Herbert Garner; second row—Annie Bell, Martha Page, Annie Page, Tella

Upchurch, Greedie Smith, Ellen Jane Dishman,

Archie Bell, Leslie Upchurch, Willie Bell, Marion Roach,

Carlie Roach, Charlie Ramsey, Tom Barnes; third row—Lelar Upchurch, Nora Fowler, lla Ramsey, Lula

Upchurch, Nova Fowler, Lucy Ramsey,
Acrey; fourth row—Mary Bell, Pearl Bar

E_)'allas_ Matthews, Lettie Garner, Jane Garner, Eulis Mikels, Tava
nes, Dick Ramsey, Adell Smith, Flossie Crabtree, Louisa Garner,

Audie Crabtree, Mamie Bell, Ina Ramsey, Lola Upchurch, Essie Bell; fifth row—Eulas Upchurch, Ulyssus

Barnes, Vernon McNear, Everette Sloan,

Zona Sloan, Andy Hollas (teacher), Charlie Garner, Hermon

Fowler, Lewis Page, Glendon Acrey, Bill Garner, Lee Ramsey. Standing in back are George Morris and

Luvene Ramsey.

1935.

Our desks were double, two stu-
dents sat together. | had three differ-
ent buddies while | was there and
one of them was a cousin of mine,
Woodrow Bell and he chewed
tobacco. We sat in the row next to

the window so he sat by the window

and when he caught the teacher’s
head turned, he would spit out the
window.

One hot summer day after we
had eaten lunch, we came in the
room and the teacher sat down and
propped his feet up on his desk and
he went to sleep.

Believe it or not we were all
quiet so we wouldn’t wake him up.
We had our grades five, six, seven,

and eight in our room.

Sometimes those who were
unruly, they would have them stand
on tiptoes facing the blackboard and
the teacher would make a small ring
on the blackboard with chalk the

height their nose came to and they"

stood tiptoe with their nose in this
ring.

They also had the right to whip
the children when they did some-
thing wrong. ‘

I remember in particular this
boy sassed the teacher and the
teacher got his pointing stick and
whipped him with it and broke it in
pieces. And also when a child got a
whipping at school, most of them
they got another one when they got

home.

We said Bible verses about
every morning. This helped us mem-
orize these verses.

Several of the boys were from
farm families and they had to help in
the crops, so they had to miss school
to do this.

We always looked forward to

Christmas time. The teachers would
treat us. Stick candy was the main

, treat in those days,and,.maybe the
students would get an orange or a
banana. I remember some coming to
get the treat - who hadn’t been there
for school most of the year.

The boys about all of them wore
overalls and a straw hat, but most of
us went barefoot during the summer.
I remember my mother telling about
living down on Otter Creek and the
creek was frozen over and her two
brothers, Bob and Silas, were skat-
ing on the ice barefoot. _‘

I guess their feet were tough
from going barefoot all summer.

One of my buddies I sat with,
Junior Guffey, had a pony he rode to
school and as we all went down the

Stop School Group 1912 - "o o

road going home he would have his
pony stand on his two hind feet like
the Lone Ranger’s horse did.

We always dreaded when they
came to give us our shots. Those big
old needles hurt and also our arms
would swell and get sore.

A cousin of mine, Kathryn
Southerland who lived down on
Otter Creek below Cabel, told me
that she came to the Stop School for
four years. :

Children from two or three fam-
ilies rode in ‘a covered wagon for
about six or seven miles one way
each day to school. ‘

I don’t know exactly when Stop
School started, but we know it was
in operation in 1910. | have infor-
mation to this effect. And then it
closed its doors in 1958. Elsie
Matthews was the last teacher to.
teach at Stop.

There were a lot of people who
went to school at Stop through the
years, many of them I knew when
they were grown. . e

Many of us have fond memories
of going to school at Stop.
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Railway helps visitors refive
Kentucky’s coal-mining days

The Big South Fort; Scenic Raihway stops
at two old mining camps.

By SHARYN KUNEMAN
Special to the Post-Dispatch

Travelers who like trains and
coal mines can combine both in-
terests with a visit to Stearns,
Ky, and the Big South Fork
Scenic Railway. A ride on the
train gives passengers an op-
portunity to experience the
legacy of coal miners and their
families at two former mining
camps.

“Although some people come
from far away, most of our pas-
sengers are from Kentucky,
Tennessee and Ohio,” says Bec-
ki Egnew, the railway’s busi-
ness manager. “In the past few
years, we've seen an increase in
the number of visitors from Al-
abama, Georgia, Missouri, Vir-
ginia and the Carolinas.”

The journey begins in
Stearns, the headquarters of the
once-thriving Stearns Coal &
Lumber Co. The Railway Depot
is situated in the center of
Stearns’ historic district.

During the six-mile train
ride, passengers learn about the
region’s history. In the late
1800s, the remote area was in-
habited by only a few families
that struggled to survive on
small farms scattered through-
out the forest.

In 1902, Justus Stearns ar-
rived from Michigan and
bought 30,000 acres of virgin
timberland. After coal was dis-
covered on the land, the Stearns
Coal & Lumber Co. was formed.
The logging and mining empire
expanded to cover more than
200 square miles. The railroad
was the only connection to the

The railway stops at Barthell
Mining Camp, where guests can
take a tour.
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outsxde world for the 2,200 peo-
ple who filled the company’s 18
mining camps.

While listening to the histori-
cal account, passengers can en-
joy the beauty of the landscape,

including the rapids of Roaring
Paunch Creek. After traveling
through a 265-foot tunnel, the
train arrives at Barthell Mining

‘Camp, the first camp built by

Stearns in 1902.

By 1909, Barthell had more
than 300 residents and 41 build-
ings. After the camp closed in
the late 1950s, Barthell was de-
serted.

In 1984, former resident
Harold Koger and his wife,
Marilyn, bought the land and
began reconstruction of the
mining town. The company
store, bathhouse, barbershop,
doctor’s office, school and
church have been restored.
Miners’ cabins have been built
from floor plans drawn by actu-
al occupants. The cabins are
available for overnight rental
from April to December.

The Kogers and other family
members conduct tours of
Barthell Mining Camp.

“I’'m trying to hold on to histo-
ry. I've got coal mine dust all
over me,” Harold Koger says as
he introduces visitors to the
camp.

“My grandfather came from
Wales to work in this mine. He
was an expert on air ventilation
in mines. Beginning at the age
of 6, my father worked here for
48 years. Like everyone else, he
worked 12 hours a day for six
days each week and earned 25
cents a day.”

Mine Shaft #1 is 12 miles long
and ranges from 4 to S feet in
height. Workers often spent the
entire day bent over or on their
hands and knees in the dark
mine.

O™ D
_



Koger remembers several fa-
tal mine explosions, and he re-
calls watching as the widows
and children of deceased min-
ers were evicted from the
camp. “If nobody worked in the
mine, the company would kick
you out of the house,” he says.

After taking a guided tour of
the mine, motor house and ma-
chine shop, visitors have time to
view the camp’s other buildings
before boarding the train for
Blue Heron Mining Camp.

As the train rounds the last
curve before entering Blue
Heron, the camp’s enormous
coal tipple comes into view. The
structure unloaded its last coal
car 40 years ago.

Mine 18, the last Stearns Co.
mine, operated at Blue Heron
from 1937 until 1962. After the
mine closed, the isolated com-
munity disappeared. Although
the miners and their families

PHoros BY SHARYN KUNEMAN
Passengers on the Big South Fork Scenic Railway can hear record-
ings in which former residents of the Blue Heron mining camp talk
about their lives there.

have been gone for decades,
their voices can still be heard.
“Ghost structures” — silhou-
ettes of former buildings — tell
the story of the former resi-
dents. Each of the 14 ghost
structures has an audio-tape
station with recorded recollec-
tions of people who lived and
worked at Mine 18. Earl
“Peanut” Shepherd and Nor-
man “Tools” Taylor talk about
working in the mine. The voices
of housewives, young people
and shopkeepers discuss details
of their lives at Blue Heron.
Visitors can follow a path
through the community that
links the train depot, bath
house, mine entrance, school-
house, church, company store,
superintendent’s house, resi-
dences, coal tipple and bridge.
Situated in what today is the
Big South Fork National River
and Recreation Area, the his-

If yougo

Getting there: Big South Fork
Scenic Railway is at 100 Hender-
son Street, Stearns, Ky. 42674,
From St. Louis, take Interstate 64
east to Frankfort, Ky., then Highway
127 south to Danville, Highway
150 east and then Highway 27
south to Stearns, and follow the
signs to the railway depot.

Hours: The railway is open from
the beginning of April to mid-No-
vember. Visitors should check
ahead because the days of opera-
tion fluctuate throughout the sea-
son, Several trips are scheduled
each day beginning at 10 a.m. The
trip takes about four hours.

Rates: $15 for adults, $14 for
seniors 60 and over, $7.50 for chil-
dren 3 through 12. Ticket includes
the train ride, Barthell Mining
Camp, Blue Heron Mining Camp
and Stearns’ Museum.

More information: Call 1-800-
462-5664 or 1-606-376-5330 or
go to www.bsfsry.com. Information
is also available free from Southern
& Eastern Kentucky Tourism at 1-
877-868-7735.

torical site is overseen by the
National Park Service. Rangers
are on hand to answer ques-
tions.

Facilities at Blue Heron .in-
clude a gift shop, snack bar and
picnic shelters. There are sev-
eral hiking trails with scenic
overlooks.

After exploring Blue Heron
Mining Camp, visitors board
the train for the trip back to the
depot at Stearns.

Visitors often take time to
tour the Stearns Museum.
Housed in the former Stearns
Coal & Lumber Co. offices, the
museum’s displays are
arranged by categories in sepa-
rate rooms that feature a farm
kitchen, country store, post of-
fice, railroading, medicine,
lumber and mining.

The Whistle Stop Cafe and
several shops are also situated
in Stearns’ historic district.
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Family Group Sheet 2 November 1996

Husband: | Morgan Hughes

Born: | 1818
in: | Tennessee
Died: | 10 March 1891
in: | Wayne County Kentucky ~Old Charity Cemetery
Relationship with Father: | Hardy Hughes - Natural
Relationship with Mother: | First Wife Hughes - Natural

Notes

William Hughes may have been the ancestor of Morgan Hughes as he was on the 1810 Census in Wayne County, Morgan had
prothers, Wiley and Hardy Hughes. Russell Hughes was with a large group of hunters and trappers who came to Kentuckee
County, Virginia Colony 1776-1780. In 1780 it was divided into Fayette, Jefferson, and Lincoln Counties. Lincoln contained the
Southeast part of Kentucky, where the Cumberland Trail came through. It was used by people from Virginia, Pennsylvania and the
Carolina’s. These hunters became known as "The Long Hunters" (1770) they set up quarters in "Hinds Cave" which is in present
day Wayne County near Millsprings, seven miles north of Monticello, Kentucky. There was a Morgan Hughes Station, which was
next lo property owned by Abraham Lincoln's grandfather.

Marriage Information
Wife: | Lucinda Upchurch
Married: | 30 March 1856
Beginning status: | Married
in: | Wayne County Kentucky by J. Burris

Marriage Notes
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UPCHURCH
351 SHETLAND VALLEY COURT

CHESTERFIELD, MISSOURI 63005-4840
(636) 530-6022
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6\D’§ﬁ0 Mr. Upchurch
%\dﬂ 351 Sheltland Valley Court
ok

4 Chesterfield,Mo. 63005-4848

Dear Sir.
Iam very sorry I had not sent this check back.

I have tried to do this alone as it could get more than one
confused. I have piles of something wrong or missing and yours
was not corrected by me when check came back. I am very sorry.
Look forward to reciving your check. YOu have time to write some-
one else if you like. WE arenftf sure when we will get it in,
asg we want a big book.

Excuse the mistakes , it is bed time.

Thanks,
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Robert P. Upchurch
MICHAEL ENTERPRISES
6 Eagles Way Lane
Lake St. Louis, MO 63367-2240
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WAYNE COUNTY FAMILY HISTORY BOOK
P.O. Box 320
Monticello, KY 42633

Submit your family biography for the new
Wayne County Family history book!
Final Deadline: January 20, 2000
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PROPOSED ARTICLE FOR NEWSLETTER OF
WAYNE CO., KY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Upchurch History In Wayne County Continues to Unfold

Interest in family history in America is growing by leaps and
bounds. The story of the Upchurch family of Wayne Co., KY is a
good example of this trend. The original Upchurch settler in Wayne
Co., KY was George U. He settled on the Little South Fork in the
Mount Pisgah area before 1814 when the county was sparsely settled.
George Upchurch was a Great great Grandson of Michael Upchurch I
who came to America from England at least by 1638. The story of
Upchurch roots in Huntingdonshire, England, and of the unfolding
story of Michael Upchurch I and his descendants is being actively
pursued today by hundreds of the descendants of the original
immigrant from England.

George Upchurch was born in Brunswick Co., VA, and married and
started his family there. By 1790 he and his family were living in
Iredell Co., NC 1In due course George and his entire family moved
to Wayne Co., KY. There the descendants of George U began to
intermarry with many other families in the area. Many of these
descendants have moved away but it is not uncommon for them to
return to the area in response to the beauty of the land which is
Wayne County.

The descendants of George Upchurch maintained association with
the Little South Fork but soon descendants moved over the mountain
and became established on Otter Creek where the Upchurch name is
well known today. For nearly 200 years the Upchurch name has been
prominent in Wayne Co., KY as it is today. Upchurch family members
are now found in every walk of life in the county and Upchurch
blood flows in the veins of hundreds of other families tracing back
through Upchurch daughters who married and produced offspring.

The story of the Upchurch family in America is documented in
the UPCHURCH BULLETIN which is now in it’s 21st year of
publication. Over 48,000 members of the extended Upchurch family
have been identified in the publication. An estimated 10,000 of
these individuals trace back to George Upchurch of Wayne Co., KY.
More are being identified all the time. The editor of the UPCHURCH
BULLETIN invites subscriptions, inputs and questions. A special
project now underway is to determine the exact location of land
owned by the Upchurch family on the Little South Fork in the 1800s.

More details can be found on the Upchurch family in the Wayne
county Public Library and through the Wayne County Historical
Society. The editor of the UPCHURCH BULLETIN has contributed a
full set of this publication and of the related ENGLANDIA to the
Society which hopes to have space to display them in due course.

Submitted by:
Robert Phillip Upchurch, Editor
UPCHURCH BULLETIN
6 Eagles Way Lane
Lake St. Louis, MO 63367-2240



319 Mercer Drive
Monticello, KY 42633
March 9, 2000

Robert P. Upchurch
6 Eagles Way Lane
Lake St Louis MO 63367

Dear Mr. Upchurch:

Thanks so much for the Upchurch material. It will have to stay in the box for now, but we
will have a place for it someday.

I ‘ve turned through about half of the bulletins, looking for George Upchurch info. With
your permission, I’d like to put a little article in our newsletter similiar to the following:

Michael Upchurch left England (the Brington Village - Little Gidding area) and
came to America at least by 1638. He is believed to be the ancestor of all
American Upchurches.

The first member of the family to come to Wayne
County was George Upchurch, who arrived in the Mount Pisgah area about 1814.
(Tell something about George and his family here.)

Approximately 10,000 members of the extended American Upchurch family trace
their roots back to Wayne County, Kentucky.

Better yet, why don’t you write an article ( about a page) about the Wayne County
Upchurches - do it your way, and I'll put it in the newsletter.

Thanks again for all of the bulletins. I’m sure they will be put to good use - sometime in
the future.

Sincerely,

Sue Rogers 4 /z‘ d‘//”/
 Ggoien Yee

) W % Y737
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6 EAGLES WAY LANE
LAKE ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63367
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July 31, 1999

Ms. Norma Sue Rogers
P. O. Box 320
Monticello, KY 42633

Dear Sue:

Enclosed are two original copies of an article entitled "The
George Upchurch Family of Wayne Co., KY" which Melva Henninger and
I, hereby, submit for inclusion in the Wayne County Family History
Book. Melva and I conferred by phone today about this and agree
that it is what we wish to submit. If anyone finds an error or
sees a need for clarification, we trust that we may submit a
revision if the publication schedule allows. So far we have not
come up with a picture to accompany this article. Perhaps Melva or
another family relative may do so.

We recognize that this article runs over the 500 word limit
and are prepared to pay for the overrun. A bill could be sent to
me or Melva.

We hope that several Upchurch articles will be submitted by
various descendants of George Upchurch.

I will plan to order one or two of the books soon.

If there are questions, please let Melva or me know. She
suggested I send this article directly to you.

With appreciation.

Sincerely yours,

PAK (Aptlracly

Robert Phillip Upchurch

RPU:s
Enclosure
cc: Melva Henninger



31 JUL 99
THE GEORGE UPCHURCH FAMILY OF WAYNE CO., KY

All present and past Upchurch family members of Wayne Co., KY
trace their Upchurch heritage back to George Upchurch. He came to
Wayne Co., KY about 1812 and settled dn the uppef reaches of the
Little South Fork River. George Upchurch was born about 1757 in
Brunswick Co., VA where he grew up and married Rachel Bathshares.
sometime in the 1780s he moved his family to Iredell Co., NC where
some of his children married. In the early 1800s the entire family
moved in stages to Wayne Co., KY. George received a land grant of
100 acres from the Tellico Claims on the LSF. This land today is
part of the 1400 acre retreat owned by Milton Roberts. In July '
1999 present day members of the Upchurch family were led by Milton
Roberts to the Upchurch Cemetery on his property which lies under
Chimney Rock, a feature of the KY/TN border. Among evidence of
about 30 gravesites, one readable monument is for Rutha Upchurch,
died 1 MAR 1860. She was the wife of Shadrack Upchurch, one of the
sons of George Upchurch. It was Shadrack who acquired the title to
his father’s land when the latter died about 1830.

George Upchurch was the son of Michael Upchurch III, the
grandson of James Upchurch I, the ggson of Richard Upchurch I, and
the gggson of Michael Upchurch I. Michael Upchurch I, b. about
1624 in England, was the first Upchurch to come to America,
arriving about 1638 as an indentured servant in Surry Co., VA.

The seven known children of George Upchurch were: Lydia, b.
about 1782, md Jefferson Dishman; Shadrack, b. about 1784 md Rutha
--; Thomas, b. about 1788 never md; Moses, b. about 1790 md

catherine Barker; "Rachel", b. about 1792 md Keeling Williams;:
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The George Upchurch Family of Wayne Co., KY.

John, b. about 1799 md Sarah Bertram; and Joseph, b. about 1800 md
Jane Crouch. All of these individuals carried oﬁ their lives in
wayne Co., KY. After he married, son Joseph was found just over
the mountain to the south in Fentress Co., TN where he established
a major Upchurch enclave. His land was originally in KY but the
state lines changed placing him in TN.

Some of the descendants of George Upchurch remained on the LSF
but others moved over the hill to the north to the area of present
day Slickford, KY. |

Descendants of George Upchurch have an ongoing effort to
document his existence and that of his descendants more fully.
George Upchurch, as a member of the fifth generation of the
Upchurch family in America, heads Upchurch Clan Number FIVE, one of
22 such clans whose members live throughout the United States.
Arguably, there is a greater per capita concentration of the
Upchurch family in Wayne Co., KY than in any other county in
America.

The position of the Cullen Upchurch family among the
descendants of George Upchurch will illustrate the Upchurch line.
Cullen lived his entire life (1881-1976) in Wayne Co., KY except
for a brief sojourn in the Spanish American War in 1898. He was
the son of Silas Melvin Upchurch (1851-1897), the gson of Moses
Upchurch (1815-1881), the ggson of Shadrack Upchurch (1784-1863),

and the gggson of George Upchurch (1757-1830). Cullen md Josephine
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The George Upchurch Family of Wayne Co., KY.
Sumpter. Their children were: Hugh, Otis, Leonard, Leeard, Velua
and Cloda. Descendants of Cullen and Josephine are prominently
represented in Wayne Co., KY today. Melva Doris (Upchurch)
Henninger, one of the authors of this article is a daughter of Hugh
and a membef of the eleventh generation of the Upchurch family in
America.
Submitted by:

Melva Doris (Upchurch) Henninger

of Greencastle, IN and

Robert Phillip Upchurch, Editor

of UPCHURCH BULLETIN and ENGLANDIA



The Wayne County Historical Society is sponsoring,
compiling, and publishing a FAMILY HISTORY OF
WAYNE COUNTY, KENTUCKY. The volume will in-
clude a section for family biographies and the histories
of communities, churches, schools, businesses and much
more. The book will be unique because the records of
Wayne County people will be included. The book will be
interesting because it will place emphasis on the impor-
tance of family life in our history. If you (or your direct
ancestors) are now living in or have ever lived in Wayne
County, WE WANT TO INCLUDE YOUR FAMILY
BIOGRAPHY. The history of Wayne County is for ev-
eryone!

IDEAS FOR WRITING YOUR FAMILY BIOG-
RAPHY include: the date when your family came to the
county, the state or county from which your family origi-
nated, and your vocation before or after settlement here.
You should include interesting stories, marriage records,
children, jobs, military service, education, and organiza-
tions. Your biography should be written in the third per-
son (he, she, and they) and be no longer than 500 words
(a charge of 15 cents per word is made for more than 500
words). Submit two copies of your biography in typed
form, double-spaced on regular white paper, if possible.
If not, WE STILL WANT YOUR HISTORY. Sign your
name to handwritten pages.

PLEASE SEND ONE PHOTOGRAPH (current or
historic) to be used with your family history (no charge
for first photo—$ 15 for each additional family photo you
want used with your biography. Separate photos of hus-
band and wife can be combined to count as just one photo.)
Because the photo will be handled many times, send a
professional duplicate photograph (no xeroxes, please)
of any irreplaceable photograph. Indicate the names of
people, the date, and caption on the reverse, and note if
the picture is to be returned when the book is completed.
Write your name and address in pencil on the back. One
family biography per household, please. In addition to
your biography, you may include any biography of a di-
rect ancestor who may have lived in Wayne County for
the charge of 15 cents per word and $15 for each photo-
graph. C

There is NO CHARGE for having your family his-

ﬁ———_____—'ﬂ
B DEADLINE: AUGUST 31,1999 ]

KE<C )

WAYNE COUNTY .rocises
FAamiLy HisTory Book

Sponsored by the
Wayne County Historical Society

We want your family to be a part of Wayne County History

tory and photo published in the Wayne County Family
History Book. Your family history and picture will be-
come part of this historic book. Your history, picture(s),
and book orders should be sent no later than August 3/,
1999. Additionally, feel free to send any rare historic pho-
tos (to be returned) and we will print as many as possible
in the general history section.

Send your materials to:

WAYNE COUNTY FAMILY HISTORY BOOK
P.O. Box 320
Monticello, KY 42633
Phone: (606) 348-3353

The WAYNE COUNTY FAMILY HISTORY
BOOK will contain approximately 300-400 pages of ma-
terial from pre-1800 through the present. The number of
pages will depend on the number of biographies, pictures,
historical material, and book orders received. This 8 1/2
x 11 inch hardbound book will be beautifully bound in
rich dark blue grained leatherette with a gold seal depict-
ing Wayne County’s Courthouse on its front—the per-

fect heirloom for your children and grandchildren!

As a non-profit society, our purpose in publishing a
family history of the county is to preserve historical
records for the enjoyment and education of future gen-
erations. It will be necessary to collect orders in advance
because we are only going to print a limited number of
books based on the number that are pre-ordered. All
money will be held in escrow at a local bank for payment
to the publishing company at a later date. Your check
should be made out to Wayne County Family History
Book.

This history book is available ONLY ON A PRE-
SALE BASIS. This limited edition book is priced at
$52.50. ORDER YOUR COPIES NOW and be assured
of obtaining a book. Complete the attached form to order
your copies of the WAYNE COUNTY FAMILY HIS-
TORY BOOK, and send in your family biography.

Sincerely,
Wayne County Historical Society

(i

Phillip Catron, Book Committee Chair

\\
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| Nore: pot WILLIAM BERTRAN n. 19 Feb 1807 Nancy Stinscn
Members b. 17 June 1783  d. 28 Oct 18€5 t. 8 Apr 1789  d. 22 Sept 1855
par: William Bertram & Sarah Patterson par: George Stinson & Mary "Polly"---

OF W FAMIY) children:

A9 Frt As Joel b. 1808 d. 1885  m. Elizabeth "Betsy" Hull
3 Mary "Polly" b. 1809/10 4. 1893 m. William Lester
L Jandw, El1ijah b. 1812 d. 1859 m. 18%3 Camellia Miller
) Sarzh YSallie" b. 1813 4. 1890 m. 1833 James Hurt
NOWSVEK Ephraim b. 1814 d. 1886 m. 1836 Laurahanna Blevins
L F Jacob b. 1817 d. 1509 m. 1841 Lourain Miller
AMILTEs Ahial b. 1819 4. 1901 w. 1838 Rowena Hurt
ey itia c. b. 1821 d. 1902  w. 1847 Martha Hurt
o Vﬁ{ﬂ Jonathan b, 1823 d. 1894 m. 1840 Fharaba Adkins
LLVED A John Calvin b. 1825 d. 1880  w. 1847 Sallie Young
™ e, Martin L. b. 1827 4. m. . Malissa Young
ﬂﬂ’ f{LD(.AI% Nancy b. 1829 4. 1881 m. Martin Coyle
3: ARLAL William Bertram was born in Rowan County, North Carolina. He moved to Lee

County. Virginia with his father about 1804 and married Nancy Stinson in 1807.
i3(fﬁl'7ﬂlﬁh44 William aud Nancy with their young son Joel ceme to Wayne County, Kentucky in 1809
and settled in the Mt. Pisgah areaz. One of William's aunts and several of his uncles

MAN BE had moved to Wayne County prior to 1809. His fabther, also named William, came to
- 1 Wayne between 1814 and 1816. He had been a2 soldier in the Revolutionary War. He
The ele moved on to White County, Tennessee and is buried in the Bradley Cemetery there.
. Other members of the family came later. William and Nancy joined the Bethel Baptist
W RO Was Church et Parmleysville, Ky. (near Mt. Pisgah). The old church record reads:
P T o "2nd Sat Jun 1812 Sister Nancy Buteram taken under the watch cere of the Church.
RTSewt 2nd Sat Jul 1812 the letter of Sister Nancy Buterams care called for read and
Lh)fﬂ-E?ﬁ) approved. Brother Wm. Buteram received by experience.
2nd Sat Sep 1812 Nancy Buteram received by letter. .
{}Pdf?{IZf}lA 2nd Sat Sep 1814 Brethren appointed to visit bro Wm Butram and inquire of him
why he don't attend church meeting ........
wmD f;f}PR 3rd Sat Aug 1815 Sister Catey Butteram received by experience. "
Catey may have been a sister or sister-in-law of William. William and Nancy moved
i 5§66 frou Mt. Pisgah to Sunnybrook, also in Wayne County, and joined the church at Clear
’r Tork (located over the mountain in Cumberland County in an area labter to become
YWMOSE S Clinton County. The records of Clear Fork Church show that:
. "4th Sat Jun 1809 George Stinson received by letter. (brother of Nancy)
r71l41le)A) 4th Sat Sep 1816 Received by lstter Caty Bertram an_ also Wam Bertram.
4th Sat May 1817 Received by letter sister Nancy Bertram. "
A - fgrgu) In Feb and July 1838 William was named moderator of the Clear Fork Church and "4th
1 Sat Jul 1838 Tae Church directs that Bro. William Bertram have a written licens to

preach the gospel." The Clear Fork minutes for 4th Sat Apr 1841 state that "at bhe
request of Brother William Berftram, he and his wife are given up to be included in
the constitution of a church if one should take place in the vicinity of his resi-
dence." In 1841 the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church was started near his home and he,
his wife, seven of his sons and the wives of six of the sons were included in the
twenty-nine charter members of Pleasant Hill Church. All of William and Naney's
children were members of the church at some time or other except John Calvin. The
constitution of Pleasant Hill states that '"members of the Clear Fork and Otter Creek
churches were given up to the Pleasant Hill Baptist Church." However, William and
Nancy and Caty and Betsy are the only early Bertram names on the Clear Fork member-
ship list. It is possible that some of the children of William and Nancy also trans-
ferred from Clear Fork, as omissions in the rolls are known. For example, the memor-
ial page in the minutes of Pleasant Hill Church state that Nimrod Stinson joined the
Clear Fork Church, yet his name does not appear in the Clear Fork minutes as a mem-
ber. It is not known how many of the charter members of Pleasant Hill transferred
from Otter Creek Church (later known as Gap Creek) as wminutes of that period are not
available. William wen% back to Clear Fork to preach several times after transferr-
ing to Pleasant Hill. The Clear Fork records for "4th Sat Aug 1846 show that there
was preaching by Bro. Wm. Bertram & exhortation by Bro. Denton." and that Bro. Wm.
Bertram was moderator the 4th Sat Jul & 4th Sat Aug 1848. On the 4th Sat Mar 1855
the Clear Fcrk Church called for help from four churches (five members from each
church). William Bertram was chosen from the five from Pleasant Hill to be on the
committee to settle a difference ........ (see Rufus K. Dick biography elsewhere

in this publication).

William and Nancy and eight of their children are buried at Pleasant Hill Cemetery.
There are as many as eight or nine generations of the Bertram family buried there.

CROSS FILE ! REATRAM FAMILY | lorillAwd BERTA/AM, ANIAL BERT R
ce 10 ELSAVOA Lovime BAKEA 73—%1??%1{-»1,47,{)5 @, KY™oo
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